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To whom it may concern,
The Fire Marshal’s office has no issues with this project moving forward at this time.
Broderick I. Sawyer
Fire Marshal

City of Norwalk
Fire Marshal Division
121 Connecticut Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06854
Office: (203) 854-0248
Cell: (203) 722-1906
Fax: (203) 854-0234
Email: bsawyer@norwalkct.org
Norwalkct.org

To:
Mr. Louis Schulman, Chairman of the Planning & Zoning Commission
Hi Mr. Schulman,
I’m happy to be sending you this letter of support for the change of use approval at 32 Weed Ave. I hope
my message makes its way across your desk!
I first heard of Schoolhouse Academy a number of months ago via a Facebook ad. The banner below the
photograph promised an affordable, private education - high quality instruction not previously possible
for many of our residents (including myself). “FINALLY!”, I thought.
Since then I’ve done my research, visited the property, and spoken with the school leaders- Mr.
Schulman, it would be a timeless mistake to allow this opportunity to pass our town, and its children, by.
Our area boasts some of the most sought-after schools in the country, but the cost for such an education is
prohibitive for most families. We have a chance to extend an affordable private school education to more
children and families right here in Norwalk, with Schoolhouse Academy. (Not to mention, on an ideal
property for even more diverse experiences).
I appeal to you not only as an excited Norwalk parent, but as a NYC school administrator who knows the
work and the impact. I believe that what Carlo and Andrew want to share with our town is a gift, and I
hope we accept it!
I look forward to the public hearing on June 28th, and I thank you very much for your time.
In Partnership and Progress,
Jordan Harter
1 Dewal Ct. Norwalk, CT
203-849-0419
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Hi Steve,
I hope all is well with you! I wanted to follow-up on our email exchange yesterday regarding a
potential future athletic field planned at Schoolhouse Academy.
Although the team indicated they have no plans for one, the attached photo from their website
indicates otherwise.
Given this preview of their future plans, I strongly support your idea of expanding conservation
protections that would protect the natural areas that are at risk in creating this area.
Thanks so much for your work to maintain nature and culture while developing this property.
All the best,
Erin Willigan

Dear Elizabeth,
Thank you so much for your thoughtful response to my questions
I welcome the school to the neighborhood as long as they do not alter the beautiful open areas, wetlands,
woodlands, and historic structures (barn, cemetary, stations of the cross) that are part of the property's and
city's natural and cultural heritage.
I wish you the best and appreciate your commitment to stewardship if this jewel of Norwalk.
Best,
Erin
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
On Wed, Jun 22, 2022 at 7:13 AM, Elizabeth A.B. Suchy
<ESuchy@carmodylaw.com> wrote:
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Good morning Ms. Willigan and thank you for your email inquiry. I apologize for the delayed response.
There are no new buildings or additions to the existing structures, nor any athletic fields proposed as
party of Schoolhouse Academy’s proposal to use the property and structures as a private school.
Further, there are no plans to demolish any existing structures.
Schoolhouse Academy is required to abide by the terms and conditions of a Grant of Conservation
Restriction, which document is recorded on the Norwalk Land Records in Volume 5122 at Page 73.
Accordingly, there will be no disturbance or destruction of woodlands, wetlands, open space or
conservation areas.
Per the language of the Grant of Conservation Restriction, access to 14.4 acres specified ion the Grant
of Conservation Restriction will continue to be available for those individuals set forth in the restriction,
who are the West Norwalk Property Owners Association and property owners eligible to belong to the
Association and their immediate families, for the purposes of walking and hiking in this specified area.
The special permit application has not been acted upon by the Planning & Zoning Commission. The
Commission is holding a public hearing on June 28, 2022 for members of the public to comment. You are
welcome to share comments in writing or to attend the virtual hearing to do so.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further questions.
Elizabeth A.B. Suchy | Bio
Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey LLP
1055 Washington Blvd., 4th Floor | Stamford, CT 06901-2218
Direct: 203-252-2656 | Fax: 203-325-8608
ESuchy@carmodylaw.com | www.carmodylaw.com
From: Erin Willigan <erinwilligan@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 2:38 PM
To: Elizabeth A.B. Suchy <ESuchy@carmodylaw.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Schoolhouse Academy Special Permit Application
Dear Elizabeth,
I hope all is well with you. I just received the certified letter regarding the conversion of the
Dolce Center / Lakota Oaks to Schoolhouse Academy. I have been a neighbor of this property
since 2005 and have a few questions I hope you can help clarify:
1. What is the risk of the property's barn, ponds, woodlands, wetlands, open spaces, and
conservation areas being disturbed or destroyed?
2. To what extent are there legal protections for these areas?
3. Has the Schoolhouse Academy's plan already been approved by the city or is there an
opportunity for neighbors to have input into the extent Schoolhouse Academy can convert these
natural areas to parking lots, athletic fields and outbuildings?
4. Will the neighborhood still have access to walk in the natural areas that were set aside in the
original deed from the monastery?
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As you know, there are increasingly fewer open spaces and conservation areas in Norwalk.
This property is a vital asset to the city and the neighborhood. With the pace of development in
Norwalk, I hope this pastoral area will be appreciated by the city as a sanctuary for nature and
wildlife.
I look forward to hearing your thoughts on the above.
Sincerely,
Erin Willigan
20 Lagana Lane

Dear Mr. Louis Schulman,
I am writing on behalf of the "Change of Use" proposal Scheduled for Tuesday, June 28th, regarding
SchoolHouse Academy.
I have visited the grounds in anticipation of the new school. This facility will provide an important service
to the children and families of our local community. As our society evolves, many parents have come to
realize that schools are not one size fits all. The model that SchoolHouse Academy provides is forward
thinking and meets the needs of many students who seek hands-on learning. I expect this school will
provide our future generations with the education and foundation needed for success in life and careers.
SchoolHouse Academy needs a new home, and the current facility has all the amenities. I sincerely hope
you approve the Change of Use so that the youth among us can be enriched and naturally develop a love
of learning.
Best,
Kerrie Huxta
Attn:
Mr. Louis Schulman
Chairman of the Planning & Zoning Commission
Dear Mr. Shulman
I am writing to you in support of the change in use application for the proposed
Schoolhouse Academy that will be located at 32 Weed Avenue. The Applicant
proposes to reuse the existing buildings as a pre-k through grade 12 private school
with a future total enrollment of 650 students (after seven years of operation) and
staff of 72 people. No new structures are proposed to be built.
The property was developed at a conference center by GTE for their sole and
exclusive use in circa 1981. Subsequent to that Prudential bought the property and
ran it as a conference center for their own use. The nature of offsite conferences
has evolved over the past 25 years +/- and as a result the zoning was changed to
allow more and more companies to use the facility in order to allow the owners to
properly market the facility and make it economically viable.
I have been a West Norwalk resident for over 30 years and attended many
meetings discussing past zoning change in use applications for this property. The
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owners of the property have been good neighbors during this time by providing
permanent public access to internal walking trails and hosting social and meeting
events for the West Norwalk Community. The applicant assured the West Norwalk
Community at a neighborhood meeting that this will not change and that their goal
was to be a good neighbor.
While the conference business is changing on account of Covid and the
advancement in tech, the need for a top quality affordable school alternative has
increased. Schoolhouse Academy will fill that gap giving parents in the area an
additional option to educate their children. Please vote in the affirmative for their
application.
Sincerely
Ernest DesRochers
18 Ravenwood Road
Norwalk, CT 06850

Good afternoon Mr. Kleppin
Hope this email finds you well. As a West Norwalk Resident, it came to my attention that the 32
Weed Avenue "LaKota Oaks" property is soon becoming a private school. As a family with 2
school aged children, we are fully supporting the opening of the school. The past 8 years, I
couldn't send my children to the public schools in Norwalk and sent them to a private school in
New Canaan. We are glad to have such an opportunity and perhaps our daughter can start high
school there while our son would be in middle school there.
It is a wonderful opportunity for all Norwalk Residents to have a different choice of school other
than the public schools in Norwalk.
Looking forward to a favorable decision by the Norwalk Planning and Zoning Department.
Best,
Henrietta Manna
West Norwalk Resident
Mr. Louis Schulman,
Chairman of the Planning & Zoning Commission
Hi Louis & Steve,
As a Norwalk resident, I'd like to express my support for the Schoolhouse Academy team to
build their campus at the 32 Weed Avenue location.
We're excited to see a private school in our town that can compete with the surrounding schools
in Westport, Stamford, New Canaan & Greenwich.
Best wishes,
Niki McDonald
6 Blue Mountain Court
Norwalk, CT 06851
Dear Mr Louis Schulman,

32 Weed Correspondences Received Through 6.24.22
Hello, my name is Amy Esparza. My husband, two children and I live in Rowayton at 27 Vanderbilt Ave.
We are writing on behalf of support for the opening of Schoolhouse Academy at 32 Weed Ave in
Norwalk.
Both of our girls attend Rowayton Elementary, one in kindergarten and the other in 4th grade. Our
eldest daughter will approach middle school soon and we are faced with two options- both of which are
unsatisfactory. Public school (Roton) or private school which would pose a huge financial barrier, one we
cannot sustain, especially with two children.
We have attended the Schoolhouse Academy’s informational sessions, tours, and spoken directly with
the founders at length. It, by far and away, seems to be the only sensible choice for our children
offering challenging academics, top notch staff, and reasonable tuition. We have discussed at length if
we cannot attend the Schoolhouse, it would be necessary to relocate for our children to attend other
schools, which we want to avoid as we do cherish our Rowayton community.
Please approve this endeavor for the betterment of our community and children. Thank you for your
time.
Most Sincerely,
Amy Esparza
To: Kleppin, Steven <skleppin@norwalkct.org>
Cc: board@westnorwalk.org
Subject: RE: 32 Weed Ave
CAUTION: EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders
Hello Steven,
The neighbors are driving me crazy about this school. We had a Q&A meeting and over 100 neighbors
attended and all against this project. I am waiting to send an email blast until I have some more
information. I have a couple of questions:
I researched and found out that in CT a Private school is not required to pay taxes, is that true? That is
possible. We asked the applicant that question but they did not confirm that. At this stage they are not
purchasing the property, so the current owner would have to seek the tax exemption.
I see the May meeting was moved to the 12th but has no agenda, is this for Schoolhouse? No meeting
scheduled yet. We are waiting to schedule the hearing until the applicant has had time to review and
respond to the traffic peer review, which we expect to have in the next 1-2 weeks.
Do you have any updates on the Peer traffic study? See above.
Can you please keep me aware of any updates, the Cantors and Wrenns are driving me nuts. Sure. At
this point we are anticipating a special meeting for this application, either late May or early June.
Anthony

From: Kleppin, Steven [mailto:skleppin@norwalkct.org]
Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2022 9:51 AM
To: Anthony Carrano
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Cc: board@westnorwalk.org
Subject: RE: 322 Weed Ave
Hi Anthony,
The Transportation, Mobility and Parking Department (TMP) had some comments and concerns about the
traffic study and impacts. We are waiting for the applicant to respond to that. At this point we are
thinking they will appear on the Planning & Zoning Commission agenda on April 20th for a preliminary
review only and will schedule a public hearing in May, probably as a special meeting, given all the
interest in the application. With this particular application the chief issue will be traffic and there are also
some concerns related to the required parking as well. We will also make sure that adequate water and
waste disposal is available. All of the criteria the commission uses to judge whether an application can be
approved or not is based on the impacts each 1 of these criteria has. So for example, if the Commission
feels that based on the traffic generated by the project will be so detrimental and there are no remedial
measures the applicant can do to alleviate that problem, then they could either deny the application or
approve it with a reduced scope. We are not at that point yet on any of the applicable criteria.
Steve
From: Anthony Carrano <Carrano1@optonline.net>
Sent: Wednesday, April 6, 2022 10:16 PM
To: Kleppin, Steven <skleppin@norwalkct.org>
Cc: board@westnorwalk.org
Subject: 322 Weed Ave
CAUTION: EXTERNAL Email: Don't open links or attachments from untrusted senders
Hello Steven,
This is Anthony Carrano, president of the West Norwalk Association. We held a meeting on Monday
night for the neighbors to meet the Schoolhouse Academy management and answer questions.
We had about 100 neighbors show up and nobody was in support of the project.
They are proposing a school with pre K to 12th grade classes and could potentially have 650 students and
100 staff. Obviously, the quiet West Norwalk neighborhood will not be the same. The entrances are on 2
local streets that do not have sidewalks.
I understand that the property is allowed to have a school with a use change approval. Our concern is the
volume of daily cars coming on and off the property each day as well as students walking through our
properties.
Is there a max number of people per acre or square foot of building permitted?
What is the best thing that I can tell the neighbors to do, to express their concern?
Maybe if we can work together with the School we can negotiate something that works for all.
Regards
Anthony Carrano
Please add please add our letter to support the opposition to the proposed school at LaKota property.
We will sign whatever you need to add out names.
Please confirm you have received the attachment letter
Thank you Mary Moross
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