283 Richards Correspondences 1.5.22 to 1.6.22

I wanted to add some comments after listening to last month's public hearing.
I believe the residents of West Norwalk have really done their homework in all aspects, and it is
clear that those who oppose the project share similar concerns. It was a very good result that
they all also made it clear that no one questions the good that the religious group has done in and
around Norwalk or that the congregation and their precepts are very highly regarded. Just that a
building of that design and magnitude does not belong in a colonial style neighborhood and
neighbors in close proximity, so many long time residents, do not deserve to have their peace
surroundings shattered.
Surely it is a magnificent building, something that would be seen in a place like Epcot Center,
that deserves to show itself off in a location where it can exude its full and honorable grandeur
and be appreciated. Why would they want to squeeze it in where it does not belong and where
they will be asked to shield and cover it with trees and shrubbery. Makes no sense to build it and
hide it? And with so many opposed, is that good way to proceed?
Also, digging so deep as will be necessary will surely stir up rodents and disturb animal habitats,
and I had already mentioned the loss of trees in my prior comments. Such as with Cinderella's
shoe, it is not a fit for this neighborhood as they are trying to put a tiger in a cat carrier.
I also was very, very unimpressed with the Carmody law firm of how they, as is customary with
associates there, tried to bully and shame both the town officials and the general public. This is
not trial law which would require such a fierce "sales pitch" approach and truly left a sour taste
for most who were on the call with many condescending comments and attitude.
Thank you again,
Elizabeth McCauley
55 Fox Run Rd.
To: Steve Kleppin, City of Norwalk Planning and Zoning Director
From: John E. Gault Jr.
Former Executive Director of the Museum of Darien; Former Head of the Talmadge Hill Preservation
Society and Past Trustee of the Talmadge Hill Church
Dear Mr. Kleppin & Commissioners,
Connecticut possesses some of the loveliest historic communities in New England and in our great
country. And Norwalk especially has many wondrous and diverse residential neighborhoods, all so many
filled with rich historical significance. For example, catty-corner to this site is the 286 Richards Ave.
house that was built in 1744!
Today, the avenue is dotted with old stone walls built by Norwalk's farmer settlers. These walls were
likely to have once been one continuous long wall about half a century ago but now have since been
unfortunately torn down in various stretches. How special that some still remain and what a reminder
that once some of your history is erased, it is gone forever.
The avenue is still verdantly green, and the importance of maintaining this environment is both good for
the soul and for mother earth: such a tonic during these difficult pandemic times. And what a shame on
Norwalk if more traffic is added to this over-burdened residential community.
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The charm of New England streets and its towns rests in its harmonious architecture and a respectful
sense of proportion. God's Acre in New Canaan was mentioned in one letter to you in support of this
project. However, God's Acre is so beautiful because the architecture of the houses of worship blend
with their neighboring homes, it is situated on a hill to create separation and it is graced by a small park
below (which is technically the original God's Acre as this is a 1700 burying ground).
Zoning laws do exempt houses of worship from certain zoning requirements, such as steeples being
exempt from height limitations. I think that these exemptions need to be re-examined and changed.
Houses of worship were once just that: houses of worship that were mostly dormant 6 out of 7 days of
the week. Today, houses of worship include commercial kitchens, reception halls, schools and
community rooms with activities going on throughout the whole week.
Thank you for reviewing my letter of opposition to this project.
John Gault
Dear Mr. Steve Kleppin,
My name is Jose Intriago, a West Norwalk resident living at 15 Fireside Court. As part of PRESERVE West
Norwalk Low density, I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed development of the Sikh
Temple at 283 Richards Ave. The West Norwalk land use Plan for this development will create a loss of
neighborhood and community character. I moved to this beautiful neighborhood three years ago in the
hopes to raise my family in a peace and quiet area. It is the goal of the town to preserve existing quality
neighborhoods. My opposition is also based on these potential/probable negative effects. First, a
decrease in the market value of my home as I have worked very hard to pay my taxes. Second, there will
be an increase traffic congestion adding to an already dangerous situation at interception of Fillow St
and Richards Ave. Third, drivers from the temple will come to my quite Fireside St in search for parking.
Finally, there will be destruction of green space and mature trees as well as driving animals out of the
area onto Richards Ave and Fillow St causing accidents. I do not have anything against any religion as I
respect and embrace diversity but this type of building does not fit into our AAA family neighborhood.
Please do not allow that our neighborhood become a high density as this will affect us all today and in
the future.
Respectfully,
Jose Intriago

Dear Mr. Kleppin,
It has come to my attention that the property at 283 Richards Avenue may be occupied by an
organization which plans to build and maintain a towering 18,000 square foot house of worship
to accommodate its large, growing congregation.
Let it be known that as a resident of nearby Little Fox Lane, I enjoy the diversity of living in
Norwalk and chose to raise my family here just for that purpose. As such, the religious
affiliation of the proposed structure has no bearing on my opinion on this matter and I am not
seeking to deny anyone the right to worship in our community.
I have familiarized with the details of this plan and I am extremely disappointed to learn that a
structure of the physical size and capacity proposed is even being considered for a lot the size
of 283 Richards Avenue.
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I am concerned by the environmental, residential, and economic effects of this proposed plan
for several reasons.
First, this is a quiet residential neighborhood that already has three neighboring houses of
worship. Based on the following F.A.R ratio I reviewed, these already established organizations
have adequate area for their buildings and parking facilities (i.e low F.A.R. ratios).

The property in question was previously occupied by a private residential house surrounded by
woods with mature trees and shrubs which I understand will be removed to accommodate the
high-density commercial building. While the proposed use is consistent with the types of
Special Permits issued for AAA zones, it does not seem suitable for a building of the physical
size and capacity being proposed. I am concerned that there will not be enough parking to
support the size of the congregation and the proposed idea that the congregants can park on
the streets and at the nearby school does not seem considerate of the residents of neighboring
properties who will undoubtedly have to deal with cars parked all over their streets.
In addition to increased traffic congestion at the already very busy and dangerous (low
visibility) intersection of Richards Avenue, Betmarlea Road, and Fillow Street, the neighborhood
does not need the extra strain on our systems such as sewer and water and other demands that
a large facility like the one proposed would impose on our infrastructure.
I am sure that there are other more suitable lots for this organization to purchase and thrive in,
and in conjunction with a comprehensive up to date post-covid traffic study, I would be open to
reviewing revised plans for this new proposed establishment with a F.A.R. ratio of 5% - 8%,
similar to the existing houses of worship in our community.
I hope you and your colleagues will seriously consider the concerns of the residents of West
Norwalk about this matter and make a well informed decision for the community and
taxpayers.
Regards,
M. Barker
11 Little Fox Lane
Norwalk, CT 06850
Comments of Satjeet Kaur
City of Norwalk, CT Meeting of the Zoning Commission - January 6, 2022
RE: Zoning application of The Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation, Inc.
My name is Satjeet Kaur. I am a Norwalk resident and member of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Foundation. I live in Norwalk with my husband, daughter and in-laws. My husband’s family has
lived in Norwalk for over twenty years. My husband and brother-in-law grew up in Norwalk,
attended Norwalk public schools and played football for Norwalk High, and now work serve the
residents of Connecticut. I also serve as the Executive Director of the Sikh Coalition, a national
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civil rights organization that works towards a world where Sikhs and other religious minorities
may freely practice their faith without bias and discrimination.
I speak in support of the Foundation’s zoning application to build a house of worship. Sikhism
originated in the Punjab region of South Asia in 1469 and is now the fifth largest religion in the
world. There are over 25 million Sikhs in the world and more than half a million in the United
States. Sikhs believe in the concept of one God, truthful living, service to humanity, equality,
religious pluralism, and justice for all. Gurdwaras, the house of worship in question here, are
open to all people.
Observant Sikhs maintain a unique physical identity - including turbans and unshorn hair - to
bind us to our religious beliefs. Similar to a uniform, they allow us to stand out and hold
ourselves accountable to our values.
Sikhs began migrating to the US in the late 1800’s. Sadly, Sikhs’ right to peacefully co-exist in
this country has been challenged, because of our identity and ethnic background, since we first
arrived. In 1907, Sikh lumber mill workers were chased out of Bellingham, WA because of riots.
After the 9/11 terror attacks, Sikhs were subject to violent hate crimes, racial profiling,
employment discrimination and school bullying. We continue to deal with these cases every
week to this day.
I am sharing this because we must be able to address the bias in the room. I have read all of
the written comments submitted to the Zoning Commission. Let me be clear that they include
both overt and coded bias. Statements that the smell of food prepared in the proposed
gurdwara will permeate the neighborhood are problematic. Statements calling the design an
Abu Dhabi skyline or saying that it is “out of character” with the neighborhood or that property
values will decline (because this is not a church) are problematic. Residents would certainly balk
if they did not have the freedom to build, design or landscape their property as they wish. Or if
the beautiful churches of Norwalk could not keep their architectural character.
The calls for the City of Norwalk to stand up for taxpaying Norwalk residents imply that Sikhs
are outsiders. This is also biased. I am also a taxpaying resident of Norwalk - and I deserve to
worship here.
Differences in how we pray or the design of our houses of worship should not be a barrier to
sharing the neighborhood. I hope that we do not repeat the same mistakes made in relation to
the Norwalk mosque. Today our community has an opportunity to show our children who we
are. We can either choose to embrace inclusivity and religious pluralism - or choose division,
discord, and segregation.
-Satjeet Kaur (she/her)
The Sikh Coalition | Executive Director
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Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission:
My name is John Dowling and I reside at 372 Newtown Avenue in Norwalk. I have lived
here for 10 years with my family. As a supporter of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk, they are seeking the support and approval of
their special permit application pending before your Commission. Their congregation
has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and are excited that
plans are progressing for them to have a new place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.
The proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers,
landscape architects and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and
regulations applicable to theirplace of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful
addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves their application for special
permit.
Thanks
Sincerely,
John Dowlng
Norwalk Resident

I'm a Norwalk native of 56 years and have paid hundreds of thousands of dollars to this
city. I would be appalled if a potential religious montrociity were to be built a few doors
down. Im a BMHS grad and so are my 3 solid sons.
This project makes absolutely no sense, it does not fit, it is an abomnination and will
ruin a desirable neighborhood. I have worked too hard for 29 years to allow an
organization which I do not object to, to alter my family's future.
Mr Baker, please understand my perspective.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Andrew MacIntyre
272 Richards Ave.
p.s. please feel free to pass along to other board members.

Kellyann Danziger
282 Richards Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850
January 5, 2022

Sending by Email to:
•
•
•
•

Steven Kleppin, Director, City of Norwalk Planning & Zoning
Bryan Baker, Principal Planner, City of Norwalk Planning & Zoning
Louis Schulman, Chairman, Norwalk Zoning Commission
Mayor Harry Rilling, Mayor of the City of Norwalk

Regarding: Opposition of Special Permit Application for 283 Richards Avenue
Dear Gentlemen,
I’ve met in person and corresponded via email with you all over the past number of months
expressing opposition for the proposed special permit application at 283 Richards Avenue. I
would like this formal letter added to the letters of opposition of this project for the following
reasons:

Size of this project is not in keeping with the harmony of the neighborhood:
283 Richards Avenue is a 1.01-acre lot located in a AAA residential low-density neighborhood.
The proposed 18,000 sq ft high density structure serving as a house of worship, religious
education center, communal kitchen & reception hall covering 69% of the lot in asphalt with
parking on all sides and directional signage all around it does not keep with the harmony of this
low-density residential zone.
• Worship Hall is 4,750 sq ft
• Education Area is 3,600 SF NET
• Communal Dining Hall is 3,100 SF NET

Proposed project violates Norwalk Regulations within a AAA Residential Zone:
1. Mixed Use Centers not permissible in a AAA Residential Zone
2. Multi-family residences are not permissible in a AAA Residential Zone
3. High Density establishments not permitted in a AAA Low-density Residential Zone

Proposed project violates City of Norwalk regulations 118-1200 regarding
Seating Type:

Information Classification: General

•

Definition of Fixed Seating: Fixed seating are chairs which are secured to the floor in
some fashion, such as by bolts.

•

Sitting on the floor in a designated area does not constitute “Fixed Seating” and for the
Commission to accept this otherwise is a violation of the current codes and
discriminates against all other houses of worship that had to provide proof via
inspection and photos on file of chairs bolted to the floor.

•

See Memo dated December 3, 2021 from Bryan Baker stating that: “The applicant has
presented a seating arrangement showing the areas in which congregants will sit during
ceremonies. Based on this arrangement, there will be a maximum of 240 congregants”
Link to full Memorandum:
https://www.norwalkct.org/DocumentCenter/View/25489/283-Richards-Memo-to-ZC12_8_21

•

Northeast Community Church: was challenged on its seating plan and parking capacities
and had to have seats bolted to the floor to receive their Certificate of Occupancy.
Photos on file at City of Norwalk P&Z office. Photos dated 4/20/18 not bolted – Photos
5/16/18 shows proof of bolted down chairs and COE granted.

Seating type is important as it is used to calculate Maximum Capacity which is
how Parking needs are calculated:
•

Sitting on the floor does not constitute Fixed Seating and pretending that it does will
result in unequal treatment of all Houses of Worship in Norwalk that had to show
chairs/pews and bolt them into the floor before obtaining a Certificate of Occupancy.

Information Classification: General

•

Neighbors wrote to P&Z on November 5, 2021, asking how the 240 people could ever be
considered the “maximum capacity” since the City has NEVER allowed Fixed or Unfixed
Seating to be limited this way before; we’re asking the Commission to reconsider this
extraordinary break with the code. Our email was not responded to.

•

The Applicant should be treated fairly and exactly as all applicants are treated, by
applying the coded without Fixed Seating of 7 Sq Ft per person for the entirety of the
worship hall. Any other calculation would be a violation of Section 118-1220 of the code
and a violation of the taxpayers’ rights.
o The worship hall is 4,725 sq ft
o ÷7 = 675 congregant maximum
o ÷5 = 135 parking spaced provided; the project has 53

•

This project does not have sufficient parking and does not have overflow parking
secured. They have been denied in writing by Temple Shalom and United
Congregational Church. Fox Run Elementary has approved 1 day in April of 2024 for a
maximum of 10 spots; this does not provide sufficient parking in perpetuity to cover the
needs of a worship hall, education center, communal kitchen, and event space.

We ask the Commission to please exercise its discretionary powers as set forth in the City of
Norwalk Regulations 118-1450(C) to deny the application for special permit as it violates many
of the 13 criteria the Commission shall consider including the density and use of the buildings,
adverse impact from noise, odor, fumes and artificial light, adequacy of yards and open space,
screening and buffering, impact on the neighborhood properties and existing land use in the
area, the traffic, the lack of proper screening and the detriment to surrounding property values.
Which have been documented in the impact study performed by Paul Isolda of GreenwichStamford Appraisals, which stated we will see at minimum a negative impact between 10-15%
on our most important and highly valued assets – our homes.
Denying the application on these grounds alone are within the Commissions power and
responsibility to focus on both the technical "codes" that the applicant may or may not comply
with, but also to consider the NEIGHBORS. We haven't heard anyone say this project isn't high
density, nor that it won't hurt property values,
Sincerely,

Kellyann Danziger
282 Richards Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850

Information Classification: General
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Dear Mr. Skleppin:
I grew up in Norwalk and recently moved back after 35 years in school, in the military, and at the
National Academy of Sciences in Washington, DC. The proposed imposing construction at 283 Richards
Ave concerns me since I pass by that location multiple times a week. My daughter and her husband live
nearby on Richards Ave. I attend St Matthew church. And my parents are entombed at St John
Cemetery. My wife and I will someday be there as well.
The proposed construction is clearly oversized for the lot and is asking for trouble. The lot will be
covered largely by the building and asphalt. And even as designed, the amount of parking needed will
be insufficient, especially if multiple activities go on simultaneously. The building will generate noise
from large crowds in proximity to dwellings. The noise from dumpsters and trucks and cars will be
disturbing. The balance between green space and the building is poor with a three story structure
looming over its neighbors. Unlike other area houses of worship, the set back is insufficient to support
the character of the area. Traffic at entrances and exits will be congested and complicate travel through
the Richards Ave/Fillow St intersection. The intensity of the occupancy is out of character with a AAA
zone. All of these factors will reduce the value of nearby homes and reduce the quality of life for those
in the vicinity. Harming neighbors is not a principle of good development, residential or economic.
I strongly believe this construction is not in the interests of that neighborhood and it is inconsistent with
sound residential neighborhood planning.
Sincerely,
Patrick W Kelley, MD, DrPH
Colonel (Retired), US Army
12 Bayberry Lane
Norwalk, CT 06851
Dear Mayor Harry Rilling,
I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed Sikh Gurdwara on 283 Richards Avenue. While I
wish to see the Sikh community thrive in Norwalk, I believe this property is not suitable for such a use.
The proposed bulk of the building is too high, they do not have sufficient parking, and they have no
room on the property to expand for parking or other uses.
1. Density
An 18,000 square foot building on a 1-acre lot is not consistent with the low-density nature of our AAA
residential zone as stated in zoning regulation 118-310.
The 10/6 staff memo created by the city of Norwalk also points out that the building and impervious
coverage at 69% of the lot is more in keeping with a D residential zone, not a AAA zone. The same
document also states that the building itself is roughly 2x the size of other surrounding buildings in
relation to their lots. If the Sikh community wishes to worship here, the building should be scaled down
to fit with our low-density neighborhood. The surrounding houses of worship meet our low density
requirements and if the Guru Tegh Bahudar Ji Foundation wishes to relocate here, they should conform
to density standards as well.
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2. Traffic and Parking
The parking plans indicate the Gurdwara is woefully under parked with only 56 available spaces. The
worship hall can seat up to at least 300 people and their dining hall can seat 400. The Gurdwara has not
accounted for parking for the 1 Guru and 3 musicians who will be living there full time and will require
parking as well.
Their attorney has claimed that from the property they can walk to nearby grocery stores and retail
shops. Walmart is 1.3 miles away and the closest retail center on Scribner Avenue is 1.5 miles away. It's
impractical to think that these are suitable walking distances to retail stores. As the nearest mass transit
bus station is also .9 miles away, there is no viable mass transit to their proposed new location as
referenced by TMP in their initial assessment. At their current location on 622 West Avenue, the
Gurdwara has additional parking lots and on-street parking available to them. The nearest bus stop is
100 feet away. At this new location, TMP has pointed out that they are unable to park on Richards
Avenue or the surrounding streets.
I am incredibly frustrated by the idea that the city would allow more traffic on already busy streets that
are used as a cut through to I-95, the Merritt Parkway, and Connecticut Avenue. If the city intends to
approve this construction, you must answer, WHERE will the congregants park during services and other
activities?
3. Growth
The Guru Tegh Bahudar Ji Foundation's lawyer, Elizabeth Suchy, and their representative, Mohinder
Kalsi, claim the congregation does not intend to grow. I find this hard to believe as no congregation
constructs a building 3x the size of their current center just for a "facility upgrade".
No congregation has the goal NOT to grow and I truly want the Norwalk Gurdwara to grow and thrive.
They have been worshipping in Norwalk for 25 years and are an essential part of our diverse community.
But at this location they have no room for additional parking, little to no green space, and a driveway so
steep I worry how they would be able to get cars in and out during the wintertime.
Finally, with no space for expansion, any future space requirements could only come at the expense of
our historic 100+ year homes on either side of the lot which are a part of the unique character of West
Norwalk. We are in constant fear that our home will be torn down and turned into a parking lot.
Lastly, I would like to take the opportunity to say that I am deeply saddened by city hall’s failure to
protect Norwalk residents from the same shoddy zoning regulations that cost taxpayers so much money
less than ten years ago.
The city of Norwalk has been aware of this problem for years, promises were made to correct these
zoning laws and yet the same elected officials have made no effort to correct these mistakes.
It begs the question, why would anyone purchase a home in Norwalk if the city has no interest in
protecting families and their homes?
I look forward to attending the public hearing and the results of the traffic report and peer study
conducted by the city of Norwalk.
Victoria Tiefenthaler
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287 Richards Avenue

TO: Steve Kleppin, City of Norwalk Planning & Zoning Director
FROM: Marcia Wilkes Abutting property owner to 283 Richards Ave 24 Betmarlea Road Norwalk, CT
06850
RE: Opposition to Approval of Special Zoning Permit for 283 Richards Ave
Dear Mr. Kleppin & Commissioners,
I am writing to formally OPPOSE the approval of a special zoning permit submitted by Attorney Suchy on
behalf of the Applicant, “Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation” (GTBJ), to build a high density, 18,000 sq.
foot building, including a house of worship, reception hall, commercial kitchen, school and residence on
the 1.01 acre lot on 283 Richards Ave which is located in the AAA residential zone of the City of Norwalk,
CT.
I am writing to oppose and add my concerns to the other abutting property owners and neighbors’
concerns and objections that they have stated in their letters of opposition to you.
The proposed structure and density is not appropriate for the small residential lot when compared to
the 3 houses of worship in the neighborhood which all have low density Floor Area Ratios (F.A.R. ratios)
(see chart below).

I would be open to reviewing revised plans from GTBJ with a F.A.R. ratio of 5% - 8%, similar to the
United Church of Christ, which is also an abutting property to my property, at a F.A.R. ration of 5%.
Also, I am interested to know what plans or permit requests were submitted or rejected in regards to
improving their existing location at 622 West Ave, Norwalk, since that is a more appropriate location
and zoning.
Sincerely, Marcia Wilkes 24 Betmarlea Rd Norwalk, CT 06850

Dear Mr. Kleppin,
I am a West Norwalk resident, former president of the West Norwalk Association
and former Common Council Representative from District D. I am writing to
express my opposition to the proposal to build a massive religious center on the
already busy corner of Richards Avenue and Fillow Street.
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If approved this oversized building will depress property values and worsen traffic
and congestion in our neighborhood. This barely one acre lot in a residential
neighborhood is way too small for a huge building and paved parking area. It
should be rejected by the Zoning Commission.
Thank you for considering the concerns of the immediate neighbors and the many
West Norwalk residents who will be adversely affected if this proposal is
approved.
Sincerely yours,
William Wrenn

67 Weed Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850
January 4, 2022
Dear Mr. Kleppin:
I have been a resident of West Norwalk for 25 years and am vehemently opposed to
the bizarre proposal to jam a colossal building and massive parking lot onto a single
acre at 283 Richards Avenue.
Such a monstrosity, hulking all out of proportion to a neighborhood of well-kept
historic houses would degrade property values (the tax base), and burden hardworking homeowners with congestion, noise, out-of-town traffic - and just having to
look at the thing.
Please find the courage to deny this project. It should be a slam-dunk.
Sincerely,
Betsy Bowen
203-853-2195

Resent: January 4, 2022
November 16, 2021
To: Mayor Rilling, Zoning Board Director Steve Kleppin and Bryan Baker,
My name is Sarah Relyea Kline. I have called West Norwalk my home for more than 50 years. Currently
residing at 274 Richards Ave, I have been a member of this community, dedicating 23 years to teaching
for Norwalk Public Schools and making time to volunteer for organizations including the historic West
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Norwalk Meeting House, Parent Teacher Organizations, Girl and Cub Scouts, and the BMHS Alumni
Club.
I am contacting you, concerned about the proposed use of an acre of land diagonally across the street,
within sight from my home. Please do not grant a special zoning permit, allowing the 18,000 square
foot Sikh Religious Center to be built on 283 Richards Avenue, a tree-lined one-acre lot, that used to
hold a single family home in West Norwalk, a AAA zone.
With all due respect, many factors point out that the plans presented by Attorney Elizabeth Suchy, for the
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation, are far too grandiose for this one acre plot; an acre with a pretty steep
slope, no public water or sewer service and nestled on the edge of an already busy 3-way
intersection. Also concerning is the fact that the plans for on-site parking allow only 53 spaces + 3
handicapped spots; a mere few for their current 200 member, and undoubtedly growing,
congregation. What is the motivation to buy acreage with such significant limitations challenging their
plan?
I hope that the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation and Sikh followers are excited about this project. It is a
big investment and the foundation should be striving to get everything they really need including: outdoor
space for festivals and open houses, frontage to really showcase their new Gurwarda, and easy
accessibility by car with enough parking spaces to welcome their congregation and visitors. If the
foundation was to settle on a more practical and spacious location, surely soon Sikhs from far and wide
would seek patronage of the new place, it being one of a kind in Fairfield County. It would be perfect if
Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji would simply build a home for his family to live in on Richards Ave and search for
a different location with adequate acreage to build the new Gurdwara for his foundation.
Again, please do not grant the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation, the application for a special permit to
build the 18,000 sq. ft. Gurdwara on Richards Avenue. Please do everything you can to KEEP WEST
NORWALK LOW DENSITY!
Sincerely and respectfully,
Sarah Ann Relyea Kline
This is my VOTE of NO for the special permit to build a church at 283 richards ave; its a simple and easy
thing to do if anyone would just stand and look at the locatrion where a single family home has stood for
35+ years!! building a 3 STORY structure in its place is simlpy ridiculous!! Common sense is the only
thing that need be used!
This has ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO DO WITH RACE OR RELIGION, the building is SIMPLY TOO BIG for the
property!!
Please take the time to look at the location in person and not on a map or plans and do the right thing
by all and vote no for this project.
thank you.
Butch Quick
213 Fillow Street
Norwalk, CT

TO: Steve Kleppin, City of Norwalk Planning & Zoning Director
FROM: Kim Wholey
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Norwalk, CT 06850
RE: Opposition to Approval of Special Zoning Permit for 283 Richards Ave
Dear Mr. Kleppin & Commissioners,
I am writing to formally OPPOSE the approval of a special zoning permit submitted by Attorney Suchy on
behalf of the Applicant, “Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation” (GTBJ), to build a high density, 18,000 sq.
foot building, including a house of worship, reception hall, commercial kitchen, school and residence on
the 1.01 acre lot on 283 Richards Ave which is located in the AAA residential zone of the City of Norwalk,
CT.
The proposed structure and density is not appropriate for the small residential lot when compared to
the 3 other houses of worship in the neighborhood which all have low density Floor Area Ratios (F.A.R.
ratios)
The traffic on Richards, Fillow, Scribner, Fox Run, and surrounding areas already suffer the impact from
the college and existing houses of worship and elementary school. This structure would compound that
traffic congestion. Any recent traffic studies would be invalid if conducted after the onset of Covid
because it would not be a true study of traffic patterns with normal traffic.
I would also be interested to know what plans or permit requests were submitted or rejected in regards
to improving their existing location at 622 West Ave, Norwalk, since that is a more appropriate location
and zoning.
Sincerely,
Kim Wholey
18 Red Oak Lane, Norwalk, CT 06850

This is a supplemental letter to the previous one I sent on the Sikh building proposal. After reviewing the
plans and seeing the last zoom meeting, I believe the only way to move this development forward is
through a compromise by both sides. Since parking seems to be a major issue, one or two levels of
underground parking should be considered. The building itself should be one story high or two stories
with a flat roof. It would blend in better with the surrounding homes and will not overpower the
neighborhood. The bottom line is that the proposed structure in its present size is way too big for the oneacre lot.
John Loprinzo, 282 Fillow St. Norwalk, CT 06850

Greetings. As a homeowner at 14 Betmarlea Rd, I wanted to express my deep concern, and frankly,
outrage, that this monstrosity is even being considered. I bought this house 7 years ago to move into a
residential neighborhood. This makes a mockery of the idea that it's part of the overall residential
landscape. The noise that will emanate from it, the overflow of parking onto our street, the sheer
height and size of the building... all of it is downright obscene.
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Please consider this as firm opposition to the plans to move forward with this awful idea.
Mergim and Jane Elezi
14 Betmarlea Rd, Norwalk

Good Afternoon Mr. Kleppin and Mr. Baker,
My name is Maureen Grandin and I am a new abutting neighbor to the 283 Richards Avenue
project. My husband and I purchased our home at 286 Richards Ave on December 17th, 2021 and we
are so excited to join the Norwalk community however I am now extremely disheartened and
discouraged to find out that the quality of life that we had hoped to have in our new home is now in
jeopardy. Over the last few weeks I have familiarized myself with the situation and I am extremely
disappointed to see that a structure of this physical size and capacity is even being considered. I am
extremely concerned by the environmental, residential, and economic effects that this project will
undoubtedly cause. The religious affiliation of the structure has absolutely no bearing on my opinion on
this matter. I am solely concerned by the size and scope of this project and the ramifications that it will
have on my day to day life. We are homeowners with a legitimate concern and I urge you to please try
and help this congregation find another space within Norwalk that is more suitable for their needs.
I urge you to please take our concerns into consideration. We chose to live in Norwalk for a number of
reasons and we hope to start a family of our own someday. I am extremely disappointed by the
possibility of such overdevelopment of where we have chosen to put down roots. I am concerned that
the city is more concerned with the possibility of being sued (any discrimination lawsuit would have zero
claim) than the impact this development may have on it's taxpayers.
Respectfully,
Maureen (Kelley) Grandin

Hello Ronald,
Nice to e-meet you. Many thanks for reaching out and for writing to the Director of Planning and Zoning,
Steve Kleppin about this issue.
As mentioned in our notice to our neighbors, while we would never seek to deny anyone the right to
worship in our community, we have serious concerns regarding their lack of parking, traffic, and the size
of the building for the lot in keeping with the low-density nature of our neighborhood. The city of Norwalk
has said also that parking on the northern side of Richards Avenue is prohibited, as the stop sign and
intersection of Fillow Street and Richards Avenue is hazardous.
With this being said, we are also concerned about where the congregation will park during festivals and
other holy days as you mentioned in your email to Steve Kleppin. Currently, the applicant is seeking
overflow parking at Fox Run School and Norwalk Community College when school is not in session or
planning other activities. Since many of their high holy days are on weekdays while school is in
session, the school would not be able to provide parking on those days. Additionally, the college is a mile
from the property. Therefore, we consider these impractical solutions.
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If you would like to sign our petition, you can follow the link
here: https://form.jotform.com/212641197834156
We will email you with further updates on the public hearing. At this time, we expect the hearing to take
place in November or December.
If you have any questions regarding the proposed house of worship, please let us know. Thanks again.
Sincerely,
Ross Tiefenthaler
287 Richards Avenue

Dear Mr. Kleppin,
We are opposed to the HUGE structure that is proposed for the lot on 283 Richards
Ave. This is the same situation that happened on Fillow St a few years ago, and it's
happening again. The zoning laws should have changed back then. It cost us, the tax
payers, an enormous amount of money to get out of that deal.
There is not enough space for a building this large and parking between two homes.
The traffic on Richards Ave and Fillow St is already large due to the schools,
congregational church, and synagogue, (All of which, by the way, have large properties
and are set back off the road.)
Personally, we believe the group doesn't really want to build there. They are looking for
the same deal that was given to the group that wanted to build on Fillow St. So the
Norwalk Tax Payer is once again footing the bill. Either way we lose!
Those of us who live in the immediate area will be greatly affected, as well as those who
attend the schools on Richards Ave. and Fillow Street, if this structure is built.
Sincerely,
Marie & Tom Sacco

City of Norwalk
Attention Bryan Baker and Steve Kleppin
Re: Construction of 18,000 square foot facility at 283 Richards Avenue

Dear Mr. Kleppin and Mr. Baker,
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My husband Jeff Starr and myself, Orlyna Mattera Starr, reside at 6 Devonshire Road in Norwalk and
wish to voice our strong objection to allowing the construction of this facility in this area, a residential
neighborhood, already with three religious establishments and an elementary school.
We have been residents here for over thirty years and are amazed that such construction would be
allowed to take place.
Our concerns are as strongly against this as are others and for the very same reasons.
The TRAFFIC being the number one con, the allowance of an 18,000 square foot structure on just over
an acre parcel is mind blowing! That property looked better with the remnants of the abandoned home!
The intersection of Betmarlea and Fillow today! Have had ongoing issues with dangerous traffic on a
normal day along with pedestrian traffic.
Please take into serious consideration all of our voices as we strongly object and hope you see that the
beauty truly lies within a natural landscape, that being of a home for the neighborhood.
I’m an original “Norwalker”, born and raised in East Norwalk and have had the continued privilege of
living here in our awesome neighborhood and hope to continue to do so!
I am sure you’ve received numerous letters and hopefully, the correct decision will be made.
Sincerely,
Orlyna and Jeff Starr
6 Devonshire Road
Norwalk, CT 06850-2307
(203)9436256
(203)9436258
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My wife and I are both opposed to this center. A facility of that size does not belong on 1 acre of
property towering over abutting residential homes. It is not right and not fair to them or the
neighborhood. There are plenty of other large parcels of available property in Norwalk. Why is this 1
acre piece of property so special that it needs to be built here? What about the old Trans Lux property
on Richard’s Avenue which has been empty for years? That is just one of many other options. Please do
let this go forward. Thank you.
Ronald and Brenda Koroscil
17 Huckleberry Drive South
Norwalk, Ct. 06850
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475-333-9552

Att: Steve Kleppin,
Good afternoon,
We at 19 Huckleberry Drive South Oppose the petition to build a house of worship at 283 Richards
Avenue. How can this even be a petition to build in low density zoning when my own church, that has
been on I ts property for over 30+ years had issues with permits to put on an addition? Seems off…
We vote no.
Panagiotidis Family
Dear Sirs:
I’m writing to express my objection to the proposed 18,000 sq ft gurudwara proposed for a one acre lot
at 283 Richards Avenue.
To be clear - I am not opposed to a Sikh religious center - I am opposed to yet another church adding
more density and traffic to our neighborhood. I live at 202 Scribner Avenue and have endured 35+ years
of St Matthew Church’s heavy traffic for masses, weddings, funerals and now, a new gym to attract even
more people to the church. However, St Matthew at least has enough parking for most of their
gatherings. Temple Shalom worshippers park illegally all up and down Richards Avenue and on
surrounding slide streets for their high holy days and there is congestion when their school begins and
ends each day. The Congregational church seems to be the only one that doesn’t have a big
congregation and does have plenty of parking.
My point is that this residential neighborhood already has more than it’s share of religious sites and
more than its share of traffic on their different days of worship. Add to that the fact that we have a
community college within a mile of the site, already with not enough parking, and an elementary school
with lots of traffic right around the corner and the City should recognize that this neighborhood is
already overburdened.
In a nutshell - The Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation proposes a much larger house of worship and
community center than the other churches in the area on a far, far smaller piece of land with way too
little parking and no reasonable traffic study results. If traffic studies were done, it had to have been
during Covid when most of the surrounding churches and schools did not have their normal pre-covid
traffic. I doubt they even studied Scribner Ave, which has become a very busy shortcut for everyone
trying to get to their houses of worship, schools, or to avoid RT 1 traffic. It is not reasonable nor fair to
Norwalk taxpayers for the gurudwara to try to swing deals with our public schools - which have no right
to grant such permissions and take on those liabilities - to accommodate what will surely be a parking
shortage on their one acre. They either need a much smaller structure or more land. And they should at
least have enough parking for their seated services.
I also find fault with any project that does not try to fit into in an established neighborhood. This is a
very high density building that does not blend at all with the neighborhood and is not offset from the
street like the other churches do and are. Undoubtedly, the taxpaying homes surrounding this temple
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will lose property value. The fact that every mature tree will be removed to accommodate this massive
building and a few shrubs along the street are supposed to make it aesthetically pleasing seems wrong. I
thought I read somewhere the City of Norwalk was concerned about the loss of tree canopies in new
developments and would be keeping an eye on that.
The answer - The Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation needs a bigger property. One acre on 283
Richards Avenue is not the right fit for this enormous religious center.
Thanks for your time and attention.
Maureen Tracy
202 Scribner Avenue
Norwalk, CT. 06854
To: Planning and Zoning, City of Norwalk, CT

January 3, 2022

From: Ross Tiefenthaler
287 Richards Ave
Re: Letter of opposition to 283 Richards Ave
I am strongly opposed to the proposed Sikh Gurdwara at 283 Richards Avenue. This is a bad
project for the community at large, the neighborhood and the Sikh community.
If approved the proposed house of worship will set a new and dangerous precedent for the city
of Norwalk. The proposed structure is on a very small lot, a lot that barely meets the requirement for a
single-family home in the AAA zone. Although the AAA zone has the largest minimum lot size in the city,
the one-acre requirement is not very large when compared to the surrounding communities that have 2,
3, and even 4 acre minimum lot requirements. To place an 18,000 square foot building on such a small
parcel sets a completely new precedent. Homeowners throughout the city should be alarmed!
While the applicant has met many of the requirements for a single-family residence in the AAA
zone, setbacks and coverage for a single-family residence, the plan fails to address a number of
conditions pursuant to a special permit application. Section 118-45- C. states that “In granting a Special
permit, the Commission may attach reasonable conditions and safeguards as it deems necessary to
protect the general health, safety, welfare and property values of the neighborhood, including but not
limited to, requiring additional screening of lights and parking areas, limiting hours of operations,
requiring redesign of the buildings…
Part (a) The density of land use and the bulk of the buildings.
Clearly the density of the land use is in excess of any building in the area. No property has
almost 70% coverage of the lot. None of the institutions, the three houses of worship, the schools, the
training center on Little Fox Lane or the homes are anywhere close to this high-density use. The FAR
calculations for the various buildings referenced above are under .15, this project will have aa FAR
calculation of .40. This is not in keeping with the “low density” nature of the zone. As noted in other
official city documents the level of density of this project is in keeping with the B or C zones. The total
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coverage and Far numbers are more in line with the Post Road shopping distribution that the AAA zone.
The AAA zone allows a habitat for the other creatures that we share this world with. The AAA zone was
created to be a low-density area, with woodlands, ponds and lawns between the structures. To approve
this project will forever change the threshold for a special permit, a threshold that needs to be higher
than the very minimum needed for a single-family residence. Most architectural experts agree that a
house of worship should have 4 to 5 acres, not one acre.
Part (c) Availability of mass transit facilities.
The applicant has stated that municipal bus service is available one-half mile from the site. In
fact, there is no bus service within one half mile of the site. The nearest bus service is one mile away at
NCC (according to Google Maps) and 1.2 miles away on Scribner Avenue. A long way to walk with
children or in inclement weather. For the application has stated that the site is within walking distance
to shopping when in fact no shopping exists within 1.2 miles, a long walk with a load of groceries.
Part (f) Signs of the size and design that are in harmony with the neighborhood.
The proposed sign for the Gurdwara is in keeping with the signage used by the houses of
worship. My objection is to the traffic control and handicap signs as per the applicant’s latest proposal.
There are no signs along the street at present, not even No Parking signs. The proposed signs are too
commercial in nature and the very least should be made smaller. If the project is built the users won’t
need a lot of signage to remind drivers which way to driver and painted arrows on the pavement work
well and are less obtrusive to the community at large.
Part (g) Adequacy of yards and open space.
The proposed plan fails in all attempts to adhere to this provision. The small front lawn is not
adequate for an outdoor venue. The outdoor venue should be screened from the street and the
surrounding properties both for noise and visually. Outdoor events are popular with most of the houses
of worship and having reviewed online articles, the congregation has in the past enjoyed such activities.
Who wouldn’t? A church picnic is a much anticipated event in many congregations. A warm June day is
always inviting people to enjoy the sunshine that is sent down to us. The project lacks space to hold
these functions. The parking lot can not be used as there is inadequate parking already. I don’t believe
that zoning allows for tents to be erected in front of the building , so this pleasant, even vital, function
will be denied the congregation.
Part (h) Impact on the neighborhood properties, as compared to uses and structures permitted as a
matter of right.
Use and structures permitted as a matter of right. Interesting term. Uses and structures that
require a special permit are not uses and structures permitted as a matter of right. The very fact that a
“special permit” is required is evidence that there is no “Matter of Right” for this use or structure.
Clearly houses of worship are not included in the matter of right category.
The applicant has stated that this project will not impact the interests of the surrounding and
abutting neighbors. That statement is false in every way! The applicant also states that the impact of
the project is in keeping with the impact of the other houses of worship. This statement is also false!
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If a single-family house was erected on this property, that would be a matter of right use and
the impact on the adjoining and abutting neighbors would be low, most likely the impact would be
positive. This project will harm the neighbors and the values of their homes. The lack of screening, the
density of the project, traffic and parking are amongst the very negative impacts that this project brings
to the neighborhood. Property values will drop by a significant amount. The other houses of worship do
not have this effect. This project brings harm to the neighborhood! Not a little, a whole lot!
Part (i) Existing land use in the area.
The existing land use in the area is residential. There are few exceptions, some schools, houses
of worship and the La Kota Oaks training facility. All of these facilities are very respectful of the lowdensity nature of the AAA zone. This project fails to meet this criterion. This is over development at its
worst.
Section 3.18888 states.
The setback and coverage code were written for single family residences, not for institutional
use, hence the requirement for a special permit for houses of worship in this zone. It is ridiculous to use
residential zoning codes and apply them blindly to a project of this nature. The code was written to
allow homeowners the ability to construct a variety of homes, single and tow and two and a half story
structures.
People have invested in Norwalk and have moved to the AAA zone to have a certain lifestyle, A
lifestyle that includes trees and space and privacy. We pay taxes based on this, although we receive less
in city services than other areas of the community. But that goes with the territory and we accept that.
But we expect the city to protect our community through the zoning laws and ordinances as other
communities protect their residences. Houses of worship may only be built in the AAA zone by special
permit and there are few such structures. The fact that a house of worship requires a special permit
indicates that the standard for the approval needs to be far higher than that of a single-family dwelling.
In addition, the code clearly states that the special permit requires that the project be low density in
nature in keeping with the neighborhood. The proposal includes 18,000 square feet of building and
23,000 square feet of asphalt, comprising a total coverage of 69.6% of the lot. This is exactly what the
code was written to prevent. It is troubling that this flawed application has been allowed to come this
far, either we respect the rules that others have lived by or get rid of the rules altogether. This is a case
of special interest being given special consideration.
The neighborhood does have three houses of worship and a school. All of these facilities clearly
meet the low-density requirement of the code. The United Church of Christ has the smallest parcel and
that is 2.6 acres with a church of 7,000 square feet producing a floor area ratio less than a quarter of the
proposed .42 FAR that would result from this project. Other adverse impacts include the compete
destruction of the natural screening between Betmarlea and Richards Ave. This quiet street would be
looking up at a 50-foot-tall structure atop a 9-foot-high retaining wall, forever changing yet another
neighborhood.
The biggest loser of all may the Sikh community itself. The facility does not have adequate
parking from day one. The continued growth of the Sikh community will of course make this worse,
placing an unreasonable burden on the neighborhood. The structure is impressive and will attract more
participants to come here, but there isn’t the infrastructure on the site to accommodate the number of
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people using the Gurdwara. Second there is no appropriate space to allow for outdoor events. The only
place to put a tent is in the parking lot, using up the already inadequate parking. This is a very
compromised plan without any room for growth. The adjoining properties do not wish to be absorbed
into the project. Both of the adjoining homes are antiques, 287 Richards Ave. was built by the Fillow
family in 1890 and has been restored over the last fifteen years. The antique houses of this city need to
be preserved, not offered up for parking. This leaves no room for growth and creates an obsolete facility
before the shovel even breaks the ground.
Please reject this proposal, or at the very least reduce the structure to an appropriate size for
this small lot.
Ross Tiefenthaler

Mr. Kleppin,
I am writing again to urge you to oppose the contruction of the above building project. I
have read many of the letters written to the building and zoning commission. It seems
that most of the letters approving of this come from people who live in areas other than
Norwalk. This would have no impact on their lives and community. This temple has a
capacity of 240 people. With 60 parking spaces that averages 4 people to a car which is
just not realistic. There is no alternative parking other than Fox Run Elementary school
or the church next door. The synogogue on Richards Avenue two doors down has
people parking on the street for most religious holidays and a police officer there to
direct parking. The overfrlow on to the street is double the available parking on that
property. Any similiar events will cause unsustainable traffic to our peaceful area. We
are saturated with traffic due to the expansion of Norwalk Community College, the
increasing population at three cemetaries, and expansion at St Matthews. These two
places have adequate parking. Even so street parking has been added to the college
where there once was none. There is no way to add street parking at 283 Richards
avenue and the property owners will have people illegally parking and causing much
disruption to their peaceful neighborhood.
Please oppose this project in our neighborhood. We are saturated with traffic already
and this will aesthetically change that corner area. The lot cannot support such a large
building. The consequences to the neighbors will be loss of property values. There are
many other places to build a house of worship that will sustain the traffic.
Thank you
Truman Curtis
14 Priscilla Road, Norwalk, CT
Dear Mr. Kleppin:
I oppose the approval of a special permit for an 18,000 square foot house of worship at 233 Richards Ave in our town
of Norwalk, CT.
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My family and I just moved here from Queens, NY where there were large building put on every available lot and
driveway. There was insufficient infrastructure so the roads were overcrowded and the parking was a nightmare. We
know firsthand how this is not good for the community.
Please do not approve this permit.
Sincerely,
Faith Pipitone

Good evening,
I am resending this email as I see my first letter was not received or counted.
I have lived in West Norwalk for 47 of my 50 years. I attended all Norwalk schools including Fox Run,
and attended St. Matthews Church.
I enjoy the diversity of living in Norwalk and chose to raise my child in the same community that I grew
up in. I am open to all faiths living and worshiping with in my community. But I am opposed to the size
of this building and parking spaces on such a small piece of land.
My opposition in size is concerning on the environment and that the property will be mostly pavement
or building, no “Open space” or barrier of trees separating them from the neighbors that have been
there for many years. The clearing of the property may affect the drainage of neighboring yards due to
the cutting of many trees.
53 parking spaces and a 18,000 sq. foot building is huge. The neighboring houses of worship on the
same street are much smaller squarefootage wise but on more acreage. And St. Matthews which is the
closest in size is on multiple acers.
When religious holidays happen or large gatherings for weddings, celebrations bringing in out of town
guests- where will the park? 53 spaces is not many and I cant imagine 5 people will show up in each car!,
walking from Fox Run the closest public school lot is a long walk in rain, snow or cold weather, or if
elderly or wearing dress shoes..
I feel the Sikh Religious Center just needs more land space to build the building of their dreams.
Thank youDana Murray
27 Glen ave. Norwalk 06850
Dear Mr. Kleppin & Commissioners,
We are writing to formally oppose the approval of a special zoning permit submitted by Attorney Suchy on
behalf of the Applicant, Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation, to build a high density, 18,000 sq. foot building,
including a house of worship, reception hall, commercial kitchen, school, and residence on the 1.01 acre
lot on 283 Richards Ave., which is located in the AAA residential zone of Norwalk, CT.
As a lifetime resident of West Norwalk, I have seen many changes over the years. These changes have
respected the low density building in this AAA zone. This building is too large for the site and lacks
sufficient parking.
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We do not look forward to looking out of our back windows and seeing such a large building and the
fence that will surround it.
This does not fit in with the rural setting that we presently enjoy.
Traffic has increased over time as well, Richards Ave. is a busy road due to Norwalk Community College,
Fox Run School, and general use, as well as a cut through between I-95 and the Merritt Parkway.
Please consider the impact such a building will have on the neighborhood.
Please confirm receipt of this e-mail
Sincerely,
Jennifer & Ken Copeland
26 Betmarlea Road

Mr. Kleppin –
I am writing today to urge you to reject the Special Permit application for the Sikh Religious Center on
Richards Avenue in a AAA zone nearby an already dense intersection with a school. The proposed
development is intensely oversized at 18,000 square feet set on a fully paved and undersized 1 acre lot
with 56 parking spaces. It will attempt to serve 240+ worshippers likely arriving in individual vehicles.
This will result in hundreds of illegally parked vehicles clogging our residential neighborhood roads. It
will also undoubtedly drive feeder traffic unfamiliar with the area down West Norwalk Road and the
dangerously narrow, unlit and winding Fillow Street. Compounding the problem will be the upcoming
closure of West Cedar Street for a bridge replacement. Traffic in the surrounding areas is already a
nightmare with big box stores and fast food outlets. This proposal does not work. Please reject it.
Thank you for your consideration and protection of our neighborhood.
Best regards,
David R. Leopold
10 Morehouse Lane
Norwalk, Connecticut 06850
Dear Mr. Kleppin:
I oppose the approval of a special permit for an 18,000 square foot house of worship at 233 Richards Ave in our town
of Norwalk, CT.
My family and I just moved here from Queens, NY where there were large buildings put on every available lot and
driveway. There was insufficient infrastructure so the roads were overcrowded and the parking was a nightmare. We
know firsthand how this is not good for the community.
Please do not approve this permit.
Sincerely,
Madison Boukas
Dear Mr. Kleppin:

283 Richards Correspondences 1.3.22 – 1.6.22
I oppose the approval of a special permit for an 18,000 square foot house of worship at 233 Richards Ave in our town
of Norwalk, CT.
My family and I just moved here from Queens, NY where there were large buildings put on every available lot and
driveway. There was insufficient infrastructure so the roads were overcrowded and the parking was a nightmare. We
know firsthand how this is not good for the community.
Please do not approve this permit.
Sincerely,
Alex Boukas

To: Steve Kleppin, City of Norwalk Planning and Zoning Director
From: Ashley Goddard
8 Stephen Mather Road
West Norwalk, CT. 06850
RE: Opposition to Approval of Special Zoning Permit for 283 Richards Ave
Dear Mr. Kleppin & Commissioners,
I am writing to formally OPPOSE the approval of a special zoning permit submitted by Attorney Suchy on
behalf of the Applicant, “Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation” (GTBJ), to build a high density, 18,000 sq. foot
building, including a house of worship, reception hall, commercial kitchen, school and residence on the 1.01
acre lot on 283 Richards Ave which is located in the AAA residential zone of the City of Norwalk, CT.
I am writing add my concerns to the other neighbors’ concerns and objections that they have stated in their
letters of opposition to you.
The proposed structure and density is not appropriate for the small residential lot when compared to the 3
houses of worship in the neighborhood which all have low density Floor Area Ratios (F.A.R. ratios) (see chart
below).
Houses of Worship in AAA Zone of West Norwalk
Acreage

F.A.R. Ratio

United Church of Christ 275 Richards Ave.
2.62

17,850
8%

Saint Matthews Catholic Church 216 Scribner Ave.
21.53

52,015

6%

Proposed New Location GTBJ 283 Richards Ave.
1.01

5,600

5%

Temple Shalom 259 Richards Ave.
5.00

Sq. Footage

18,000

41%

I own a 2,500 square foot antique home on 1.3 acres on nearby Stephen Mather Road. It is difficult to
imagine 18,000 square feet on a lot smaller than this. The proposed structure is over sized for the lot and the
design is not in keeping with the Historic Connecticut houses in the area. The quaint feeling of the area is a
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draw for many home buyers and an outsized structure with minarets and gold domes does not fit in. Adding
such a structure will take away from the beauty and old time feel of the area and will most certainly have
a disastrous affect on property values in the area.
Additionally, parking and traffic flow in West Norwalk are serious concerns.
West Norwalk is already used as cut through from the Merritt to Connecticut Avenue, I-95 and Route 7. The
traffic would be increased and increasingly constant given the number of people attending Guru Tech Bahadur
Ji services, especially as so many members travel from areas outside of West Norwalk. It is disappointing that
your traffic studies have not included Stephen Mather Road nor Talmadge Hill Road in Darien which are
already heavily trafficked routes from the Merritt Parkway. These roads will be the direct path to Richards
Avenue and Follow Street (included in your study) from the Merritt and therefore negatively impacted. West
Norwalk Road will also be negatively impacted with traffic from the bottom of Stephen Mather going
to Follow as well as with traffic coming from I- 95.
Due to the sheer size, the non-traditional design and the increased traffic, it is tragic to think that this could
ever be approved in a historic neighborhood such as West Norwalk with houses dating back to the 1700’s.
Sadly, if this is approved, the history and nature of this special area will be forever changed.
It seems that a vacant property in a more commercial area of Norwalk or renovating the current Guru Tech
Bahadur Ji location at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk would be far better solutions.
Sincerely,
Ashley Goddard

Dear Mr. Kleppin & Rilling: My name is Will Harris, I am a West Norwalk resident, residing at 24 Weed
Ave. I am writing regarding the proposed Sikh Temple on Richards Ave. I strongly oppose the building
of the temple in West Norwalk, our taxes and road congestion are already sky high and we simply can’t
afford the additional strain on our community
I am writing to support keeping Norwalk low density. We are against the building of the Sikh
Religious Center.
Stephanie and Roy William Harris
24 weed ave
Norwalk, CT 06850

Dear Director Kleppin
We are writing today to raise our concerns about constructing the Sikh Religious Center - Gurudwara at
283 Richards Avenue in our neighborhood.
Concern #1: The size and scale of the proposed parking lot.
While the height and size of the proposed structure do not seem to be wildly out of scale with
surrounding structures, the driveway/parking area certainly are. As presently designed, it appears that
the building footprint will be roughly 6000 square feet, with parking covering virtually all the rest of the
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site – right up to the side and rear yard property lines - except for a modest lawn facing Richards. This
much hard surface might be acceptable on larger properties such as the 5-acre Temple Shalom site or
the 2.62-acre United Church of Christ site, but on a 1-acre site this much parking seems to be
excessive. It feels more like the building/parking lot coverages for the small banks and CVS stores on
Connecticut Avenue than the residential coverages and configurations common in a AAA Residential
Zone. This much site coverage will also significantly reduce the amount of buffering that can be
provided to the surrounding properties, likely reducing their quality of life and, perhaps, their property
values.
Concern #2: The impact of the parking lot on traffic.
In addition to its overall impact on the look and feel of the neighborhood, this much parking could also
impact traffic on Richards if, as noted several times in Norwalk Planning and Zoning’s November 4, 2021
Substantiate Review, the amount of parking actually needed is greater than the 53 parking spaces
currently proposed. Since this small, very tight site will essentially be “built out” at 53 spaces, we have
to assume that Richards or the surrounding streets will likely be needed to accommodate vehicle
spillover. And even if, as has been suggested, many congregants are dropped off from cars that are not
parking, this in itself could cause significant back-ups out of the parking lot entrance and onto Richards
in both directions as congregants are dropped off and, presumably, later picked up.
Concern #3: Water supply
As well users, we are also concerned over whether the plan to use well water for the congregation
makes sense, given that wells do, on occasion, run low. A large user like the proposed Gurdwara might
also impact supply for wells on any nearby properties.
Bottom line, we feel that while the proposed use is consistent with the types of Special Permits issued
for AAA zones and that the building mass and square footage are large but reasonable for this use, the
lot is simply too small for this much structure and the paved surface parking that goes with it.
Thank you for your consideration.
Deane and Layne Evans
8 Fox Run Road
Dear Planning and Zoning Board,
I'm a newer Norwalk resident (2 years this summer) and I'm writing to you to strongly express my
opposition to the special zoning permit for 283 Richards Ave. Pre-Covid traffic on Richards Ave, Fillow St,
and Fox Run Road were already awful. I live at 100 Richards Ave #306. I was at the December 2021 Zoom
meeting. The proposed temple looks beautiful and would be a great community addition to the city of
Norwalk, however I think this is the wrong location for it. I drive my daughter to her preschool on
Richards Ave. 5 days a week. Traffic is already busy during her class times. There are many reasons for
my opposition to this planned location:
• There will not be enough parking to support the size of their congregation, this will create street

parking that will not only impact Richards Avenue, but also the side streets of Fireside and
Betmarlea. I don't think people will be carpooling to the temple with 5 people per car.
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• The plans include tearing down woods that are the only buffer between Richards Avenue and

Betmarlea
• For neighbors on all sides of the structure, the consistent noise & lights from cars coming and

going at all hours of the day will take away from the peace & quiet.
• We anticipate a significant reduction in the value of our homes, which for many of us is our

biggest asset
• As a religious organization, they will not pay taxes on this property, so this will be passed down
to all of us
• There was no requirement to have a parking study conducted (as it's not a requirement), this
should be considered as a requirement to all future permits, and it is baffling that it's not a
requirement.
• The traffic study was conducted during the summer and does not take into consideration the
real high traffic volumes that occur during the school year. This traffic study was not done
pre-Covid either. Traffic is worse when Fox Run, the numerous preschools, daycares, other
houses worship hosting events/funerals, multiple cemeteries conducting funeral
services/memorials, and when Norwalk Community College is in session. Secondly, the
increased level of traffic, and subsequent traffic noise, to and from this proposed place of
worship is of great consequential concern. While the GTB has submitted traffic surveys
indicating moderate traffic patterns along this stretch of Richards Ave. in reality it must be
considered that they were performed during Covid lockdown and NOT a valid report. As daily
commuting is on the rise so, too, is the traffic along Richards Ave.
• The multiple services the temple would offer expect their members to "trickle in/out" during the
services. I see the parking lot becoming a revolving door and making traffic worse than having
a stagnant start and end time to worship.
• What considerations are there for garbage/recycling pickup, food deliveries, supply deliveries,
etc.?
• The property in question does not include enough acreage to accommodate green spaces for
usage by the temple. The location will only be a temple, some landscaped areas, and parking
lot. It would make sense to want to have more green space areas for example a garden,
playground, and a location for tents/tables for celebrations/services.
• Allowing religious members to park at Fox Run School would greatly increase the number of
street crossings at an intersection that already has low visibility.
• What is the GTB’s proposal for providing buffering of sound and light coming from the facility?
According to their website they operate 24/7 with services daily at 5AM and the last
beginning at 9PM. Larger services are every Friday night and Sunday morning, plus group
meals, religious education for children, and special events such as weddings and large days of
celebration which can attract up to 500 families.
• This 18,000 sq. ft structure will diminish the quality of life for all who live in West Norwalk by
increasing traffic in an already high traffic zone. THIS HIGH TRAFFIC ZONE should be the
primary reason to not approve this GTBJ plan.
• There can be no reliable, neutral Traffic Plan here. OH, a 'promise' to limit occupancy to 240 per
event, AND a promise to use a carpooling schematic for each and every time there is an
event. The parking & traffic plan is completely unrealistic; who is going to police that
promised plan? What will follow when the plan implodes-- SURPRISE a traffic light next -much like that surprise stop sign that showed up one day at Fillow St. The level of traffic a
block away from an intersection would be a nightmare. No plan you could come up with will
handle this issue; the traffic (with a traffic light or not) will destroy the essence of our West
Norwalk area. Also, let us not forget -- this is one acre of land!!! One acre for an 18,000 sq ft
structure. The height that has to be to fit for the parking, is again not realistic & unsightly.
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• Do we really want every piece of that land parcel taken up with a building and a parking lot?

That means each tree and bush will be removed, and the buffer among the bordering
properties will be destroyed.
• The obvious growth they are projecting is tripling the size of their current Foundation Center
located on West Avenue.
• The plans include tearing down woods that are the only buffer between Richards Avenue and
Betmarlea.
• Let's look now to QUALITY of LIVING in West Norwalk by OVERDEVELOPING this highly
marketable RESIDENTIAL AREA of NORWALK -- one of the LAST remaining in our city.
• We have an elementary school within 500 feet of their intended center with hundreds of cars
coming and going throughout the day from early morning to the late afternoon
• We have 2 Day Care Facilities within 500 feet of their intended Center.
• We have a Jewish Synagogue within 500 feet of this intended center.
• We have a Catholic Church and newly build auditorium within 1200 feet from this intended
Center.
• We have a Community College on Richard’s Avenue with over 5,400 students, many of whom
drive up and down Richard’s Avenue every day from early morning through all the evening
classes.
• We have 3 cemeteries with lots of traffic coming and going.
• We have a new long term care facility on Richard’s Avenue.
• We already have overflowing cars lining up on Fireside Court during religious days to the point
that Fire Trucks cannot come down our streets to have access to our homes.
• People from all over the Tri-State area will come to tour this new temple. There are many that
may even come farther from all over the coast to see this new beautiful temple since it would
be the largest in CT. Where will these non-members of the temple park? Will they walk from
NCC or take busses?
Sincerely,
Katie Rosa
100 Richards Ave #306
Norwalk, CT 06854
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TO:

Steve Kleppin, City of Norwalk Planning & Zoning Director

FROM: Marcia Wilkes
Abutting property owner to 283 Richards Ave
24 Betmarlea Road
Norwalk, CT 06850
RE:

Opposition to Approval of Special Zoning Permit for 283 Richards Ave

Dear Mr. Kleppin & Commissioners,
I am writing to formally OPPOSE the approval of a special zoning permit submitted by Attorney
Suchy on behalf of the Applicant, “Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation” (GTBJ), to build a high
density, 18,000 sq. foot building, including a house of worship, reception hall, commercial
kitchen, school and residence on the 1.01 acre lot on 283 Richards Ave which is located in the
AAA residential zone of the City of Norwalk, CT.
I am writing to oppose and add my concerns to the other abutting property owners and
neighbors’ concerns and objections that they have stated in their letters of opposition to you.
The proposed structure and density is not appropriate for the small residential lot when
compared to the 3 houses of worship in the neighborhood which all have low density Floor
Area Ratios (F.A.R. ratios) (see chart below).
Houses of Worship in AAA Zone of West Norwalk

Sq. Footage

Acreage

F.A.R. ratio

United Church of Christ

275 Richards Ave.

5,600

2.62

5%

Temple Shalom

259 Richards Ave.

17,850

5.00

8%

St. Matthews Catholic Church

216 Scribner Ave.

52,015

21.53

6%

Proposed New Location GTBJ

283 Richards Ave.

18,000

1.01

41%

I would be open to reviewing revised plans from GTBJ with a F.A.R. ratio of 5% - 8%, similar to
the United Church of Christ, which is also an abutting property to my property, at a F.A.R. ration
of 5%.
Also, I am interested to know what plans or permit requests were submitted or rejected in
regards to improving their existing location at 622 West Ave, Norwalk, since that is a more
appropriate location and zoning.
Sincerely,
Marcia Wilkes
24 Betmarlea Rd
Norwalk, CT 06850

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission:
My name is Amanpreet Samra and I reside at 201 Broad Street, Stamford, CT 06901. I
have lived in Stamford for the greater part of my life with my Sikh family. I am an
educator at King School in Stamford, CT. I take pride in my Sikh identity and sharing
what it means to be a Sikh with my students, my colleagues, friends, and my
community. I also feel a great sense of belonging when I can say that I have a place of
worship accessible to me to practice my faith.
As a member of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk, I
am seeking the support and approval of our special permit application pending before
your Commission. My congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more
than 25 years and I am excited that plans are progressing for us to have a new place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here. The
Gurdwara has played a significant role in my upbringing. It provided me with a place to
learn more about who I am, to share common values with others in my community, to
form connections with those with similar background to me, and to understand how
important it is for any community to have a safe and sacred space to practice their faith.
I spent several years attending Sunday School classes as a student, and eventually as
a volunteer teacher for the next generation of students.
Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers,
landscape architects and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and
regulations applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful
addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special
permit.
Thanks
Sincerely,
Amanpreet Samra

283 Richards Emails Received through 12.6.21 to 12.#.21
Dear Mr. Kleppin,
We would like to express our opposition to the proposed 18,000-square-foot structure on a single acre of land at 283
Richards Avenue. Please note that the religious aspect of this enormous building is not relevant to our opposition; if it
were an Episcopal church, or a Greek Orthodox church, or any other religious building that was being proposed for such
a small lot in an already densely trafficked area, our opposition would be the same. The deterioration of the quality of
life for all neighbors must be the key consideration by the City. We will likely need a substantially enhanced police
presence --- perhaps a permanent presence based on the anticipated active usage by the facility --- simply to direct the
increased traffic flow that this will cause. The valuations of our homes cannot help but be affected negatively, obviously
a serious financial concern for those of us whose primary source of wealth is our house.
Please weigh seriously in your considerations the detrimental effects that this outsized, actively used facility will have on
its neighbors.
Sincerely,
Richard and Elizabeth Cortright
12 Ridge Farms Road
Norwalk, CT 06850
Steve:
I reside at Stonegate on Fillow Street. Remember this well with Al Madeny Islamic Center that we fought along with
Fillow Ridge condos. I thought the zoning laws would be changed after this.
It's too big of a place of worship for the size of the property and not enough parking. It will congest that area with traffic
at times.
Fox Run elementary school around the corner. The traffic in the am with buses and cars and pick up in afternoon traffic
out in Fillow street waiting to get in the school parking lot.
I just don't think it's appropriate.
Charlotte Cushing
ccush@optonline.net
(203) 326-1605
Dear Mr. Kleppin,
We are new Norwalk residents and are writing you to strongly express our opposition to the proposed 18k square foot
House of Worship at 283 Richards Ave. We live in Silvermine and take Richards Ave regularly to get to the Post Rd, and
the traffic is already heavy given all the other institutions on Richards Ave. We are mind boggled that the City is
considering this, and it is our understanding that loopholes are being exploited and the City is sitting back and letting
that happen. 56 parking spaces for an 18k square foot building is shockingly low. Where will people park when the spots
get filled? How will the City handle the massive addition of traffic? As citizens who live in a residential area, it’s deeply
upsetting to see that the City does not seem to care about residential rights and is willing to allow loopholes to be
exploited for fear of being sued. It honestly makes us want to consider moving. Please don’t allow this to proceed when
it is so clearly a ploy, and further - as Director of Planning and Zoning, is it not in your power to advocate for the laws to
change so that the citizens of Norwalk do not have to face these kinds of anxiety-provoking experiences which make us
wonder about the loss of value to our assets (property values) and the potential for higher taxes?

Respectfully,
Kimberly & Michael Sheehan
2 Klim Lane
To the Planning and Zoning Board
I am vehemently opposed to the use of 283 Richards Avenue for a Temple of any sort. The size of the property is just not
big enough. With limited space for parking it will create a traffic nightmare at the corner of Fillow Street and Richards
Avenue (as well as backing up traffic south along Richards Avenue). Even though there has been talk of using Fox Run
Elementary and Norwalk Community College as potential parking locations, it does not seem realistic ( especially that
NCC is .9 miles away) that there will not be large numbers of the congregation being dropped off before cars are parked
at other locations. This will create unnecessary traffic at the corner of Fillow Street and Richards Avenue as
cars/vans/buses line up to drop members off. There is only one lane at that spot on Richards, thus creating a
dangerous situation for all. Also, more traffic congestion and delays will result from pedestrian traffic walking from Fox
Run Elementary to the proposed site. This does not appear to be a viable location for a congregation and facility of the
size discussed, they need to find a parcel of land that can completely accommodate all their needs. 283 Richards is not
that location.
Sincerely
Anthony Pipitone
29A Fox Run Road
RE: Proposed Sikh Gurudwara Temple 283 North Richards Avenue
Mayor Rilling, Steve Kleppin,
I am writing to you about my concerns of the proposed Sikh Gurudwara Temple on Richards Avenue near the
intersection with Fillow St.
First off, I have no qualms with the idea of the Temple in and of itself. I feel it would be a great enhancement and
benefit to the City of Norwalk. What I take issue with is the proposed site of this Temple.
North Richards Avenue runs from the hectic commercialism of Connecticut Avenue to Fillow Street where it ends at Fox
Run Elementary school yet in essence continues on as Fillow and Fox Run. As the street runs north the frenetic pace
slows to embrace residential living long before it reaches the proposed site of the Temple. Richards Avenue is a busy
street none the less since it is a connector to many important institutions, Fox Run School, Norwalk Community College,
and is also one of the few true north / south travel routes in Norwalk. Keeping the traffic to a controlled level so that
the residential feel of Richards, especially as it transitions to Fillow and then Fox Run is essential to maintaining
desirability of West Norwalk as a residential community.
This Sikh Gurudwara Temple as designed is a high-density commercial building being placed on a AAA zoned lot.
The 18,000 sf building is to be placed on a lot of approximately 44,000 sf. There is not a single example of this type of
density on all of Richards Avenue no matter what the zoning. This is a detriment to the local area and a burden to the
residents. This will open the door to any other institution to flaunt the density level destroying the intent of the zoning
laws.
To accommodate the marginal parking proposed the entire lot will need be paved removing any rural aspect to the lot
which does not occur anywhere else along Richards Avenue. Then there will be site lighting that will most likely be lit all
night disturbing the neighbors. When there is overflow parking, it will occur on the surrounding streets. There are
practically no streets in West Norwalk that are sized for on-street parking. (Street parking on Richards is not legal, use of
Fox Run School is not a legal option any time the school is in session and NCC is almost a mile away making it an

impractical solutioin) Again this is something that is a detriment to the surrounding properties and will lead to a
devaluation of the local properties.
Since a significant aspect of a Gurudwara Temple is Langar or shared meal this means that a commercial grade kitchen
will need to be installed to serve 200 plus people at times. The exhausted smells permeating the neighborhood create
yet another negative presence on the neighborhood. Also, the noise level of deliveries, garbage and other services will
present another burden to the surrounding area.
Would the town consider placing a fast food restaurant on this site? In essence this is what would occur.
These items will severely impact the quality of life of the area and depress the value of the homes in the surrounding
area. This will affect the taxes collected by the town and the town will receive no taxes from the Temple thus further
placing a burden on the surrounding community to make up for the loss of revenue and can lead to degraded services.
Eventually the town will need raise the property taxes on the entire area or allow more commercial properties in the
area to make up for the lost tax revenue and the and the whole community will suffer a generational decline of quality
of life. This is not what ANY person living in West Norwalk would want, certainly not myself.
As an architect with 40 years’ experience I have been on both sides of the table in projects subject to zoning approval.
There are always trade-offs by both sides in any deliberation but in this case there seem to be none from the applicant’s
side. It’s more of a bullying to put 10 pounds in a 5 pound sack.
Who is being served in approving this special use? To me it is only those who use the Temple while the burden and
cost of this Temple is on everyone else in Norwalk, especially those who live in West Norwalk. The City of Norwalk
needs to support those who have invested their lives by living in Norwalk not just those who want to use its resources.
Sincerely,
Jon Seibert
10 Hunters Ln.
Norwalk, CT
Greetings Mr. Kleppin; The Honorable Mayor Rilling & Common Council Representatives:
Tomorrow evening, 12/8/21, we begin yet another public hearing regarding unrealistic building projects. It wasn't but a
few years ago that I participated in the ridiculous Main Avenue BJs Warehouse proposal. I recall then Silvermine
Association and Rolling Ridge Association plus others had to repeatedly deal with this unrealistic proposal. In the end,
partly because of a little, costly issue called remediation of contaminated land AND a Traffic Plan for a Main Ave that
somehow members of the Norwalk Government thought at the time made 'sense', that project has not come to pass
yet; I cannot say that proposal was officially defeated. As an owner in Rolling Ridge at the time, we felt our expressed
concerns were not truly recognized. It was the land contamination that saved and shelved that project & likely will in
the future.
TODAY in December 2021, I find I am standing up for my West Norwalk Neighborhood, and I stand OPPOSED to the
GTBJ Foundation Proposal for a building & parking plan(dream) on said 1.01 Acre Land Parcel at 283 Richards
Avenue.
Today the residents of Richards Avenue and Betmarlea are impacted by this proposed plan. As referenced above, it was
not that long ago Main Avenue was spared the impact of BJ's; Tomorrow these ad hoc , exploitive proposals could
impact any neighborhood in Norwalk. What principles or CITY PLAN does the Zoning Commission, soon to be the
Planning & Zoning Commission, employ when even letting these matters pass to any level of discussion for
approval. Here are SOME points to consider in opposition:

• This 18,000 sq. ft structure will diminish the quality of life for all who live in West Norwalk by increasing traffic in

an already high traffic zone. THIS HIGH TRAFFIC ZONE should be the primary reason to not approve this GTBJ
plan. The parcel is located ONE PARCEL into Richards Avenue -- ONE PARCEL away from a stop sign and Fox
Run School!!!!! There can be no reliable, neutral Traffic Plan here. OH, a 'promise' to limit occupancy to 240
per event, AND a promise to use a carpooling schematic for each and every time there is an
event. The parking & traffic plan is completely unrealistic; who is going to police that promised plan? What
will follow when the plan implodes-- SURPRISE a traffic light next -- much like that surprise stop sign that
showed up one day at Fillow St. The level of traffic a block away from an intersection would be a
nightmare. No plan you could come up with will handle this issue; the traffic (with a traffic light or not) will
destroy the essence of our West Norwalk area. Also, let us not forget -- this is one acre of land!!! One acre
for an 18,000 sq ft structure. The height that has to be to fit for the parking, is again not realistic &
unsightly. Do we really want every piece of that land parcel taken up with a building and a parking lot.....that
means each tree and bush will be removed, and the buffer among the bordering properties will be destroyed.
• The obvious growth they are projecting is tripling the size of their current Foundation Center located on West
Avenue. This will create street parking that will not only impact Richards Avenue but also the side streets of
Fireside and Betmarlea,
• The plans include tearing down woods that are the only buffer between Richards Avenue and Betmarlea. One
would HAVE to tear every plant buffer to erect what's proposed on ONE ACRE of land. What sense does this
make to be put into reality? Not much.
• Let's look now to QUALITY of LIVING in West Norwalk by OVERDEVELOPING this highly marketable
RESIDENTIAL AREA of NORWALK -- one of the LAST remaining in our City.
• For neighbors on all sides of the structure, the noise & lights from cars coming and going throughout the day will
take away from the peace & quiet we all deserve in our homes.
• We anticipate a significant reduction in the value of our homes; which for many of us is our biggest asset, and
The City of Norwalk can expect a lessened tax basis going forward if this area of Norwalk is overdeveloped
and becomes less desirable for residential real estate.
• Will this Foundation pay taxes on this property? I understand this is doubtful. Again, the neighbors of
West Norwalk will have to realize the tax burden will be passed down to all of us.
• EACH of you are our City Officials !!! YOU were ALL reelected in your resounding sweep of the local elections

(all but Steve). Well, to those who came to knock on my door in Tealbrook one Sunday afternoon AND to ALL
of you who I want to continue to respect and believe you are there to protect the lifestyle of Norwalk & West
Norwalk, in particular -- you now must do better by us in West Norwalk, taxpaying citizens.
• You were remiss in not prioritizing the updating & FINALIZING of the Planning & Zoning regulations after the last
debacle project on Fillow Street that took place 8 years ago. During the 2021 election, I heard it said ' the
update of Code was a 3 year project; just about ready to be reviewed for approval. Really??? You had 8
years, much more than the 3 years it took to get the Zoning Codes updated to protect what this City has left
of its former character vs its apartment character. We deserve better. I want better preservation than
the RANDOM planning and zoning actions & decisions of late in this fine City. West Norwalk does not want
this total disruption to the nature of structures and the traffic patterns in our area of Norwalk. For one, I left
Stamford 30+ years ago for Norwalk because I did not want what Stamford has become. I am beginning not
to tell the difference in City planning any longer.
In summation...............as a citizen & 13 year resident noq in West Norwalk.......I OPPOSE this GTBJ Foundation
project. Look forward to the Public Hearing tomorrow, 12/8/21. Thank goodness for ZOOM. Thank you for reading
my appeal to your review of this project proposal. It takes a lot of effort on your part to run this City; it is appreciated
even in a time like this when I hope everyone in Norwalk would oppose this change, devaluation & deforestation to
West Norwalk.
Respectfully submitted,
Patricia Agudow
212 Richards Avenue, #7 (Tealbrook Association)

NORWALK, CT 06850
Hi Steve,
Hope you are well. I wanted to reach out to you in regards to the special permit application for the empty lot at 283
Richards avenue. I live on Fillow street and was very upset to hear about the proposed building plans on such a small lot
in our West Norwalk AAA low-density residential zone.
There are numerous objections and concerns that myself and my neighbors have about the proposed building. I have
reviewed the application on the city website in detail and below are the concernsCommunity
Homeowners choose West Norwalk because of its low-density housing, privacy, nature, and beauty. The current design
is not aesthetic to the existing neighborhood design. Successful communities pay attention to community
aesthetics. The existing places of worship are built on several acres of land, have generous set backs and privacy. On the
land prior there was a modest ranch syle home that sat comfortably on a nice set back with average size yard. It does
not make sense to build a large structure on that same lot surrounding by parking.
Parking
Building code only allows 53 spots and it's unlikely that members will carpool every Sunday/Friday. As they grow how
will they handle parking issues? How will they handle parking issues for births, deaths, weddings, and festivals like Bandi
Chhor Divas. These events will bring other members and some last several days.
Traffic
The traffic report is invalid. The community colleges, churches and temples were not open or at capacity to give an
accurate analysis. Richards already experiences traffic from the temples, churches, schools, community college and
funeral proceedings in the area. Another religious building will only add to the issue. If members are dropped off( as
mentioned in application) there can be a major issue with traffic at the corner of Richards and Fillow. The plans propose
a single one-way entrance and a single one-way exit. This will absolutely cause a bottleneck. if they use the elementary
school for overflow parking then there will be an increase in a pedestrian crossing. Also causing traffic.
Quality of life/property values
The 10 parcels/homes surrounding the religious building will be most directly affected by the above issues. With
additional concerns such as bright lighting and noise. The Silk religion has no formal day of prayer which means there
will always be members coming and going from the property. If they offer services such as the reading of the Akland
Path is usually read in full and takes full 48 hours with no stopping. Ceremonies like weddings , births or funerals will
bring crowds. Constant activity and traffic will decrease the enjoyment of their homes and decrease their value. It is not
fair to those home owners. The lot is just too small and There is just not enough space between the homes for the
resident to continue to live comfortably if it is built.
Thank you
Tracy Dorrough
To whom it may concern: Rhode Island, I consider Norwalk my hometown. I attended Fox Run Elementary and Norwalk
Community College and completed my first internship in teaching at Fox Run. Truly one of the things I love about
Norwalk is it's dedication to historic preservation. I still remember our 3rd grade field trip to City Hall, Cannon Street to
view old Revolutionary War cannonballs, and finally a tour of my home neighborhood to view the old school house.
However, I am deeply concerned these efforts to celebrate and conserve the history of Norwalk will be lost should the
proposed Gurdwara be built on at 283 Richards Avenue. The building is 18,000 square feet on a 1-acre lot and will be

sandwiched between 2 historic houses. My parent's house adjacent to this property dates from 1899 and is the original
Fillow Farm house. In fact, we've had the joy to know some of the Fillow descendants who are our neighbors and over
the years we have found horseshoes, old photographs, and baby boots on the property speaking to its rich past as a
farm and residence in Norwalk. I truly want the Gurdwara to be successful, thrive, and continue their work for the
betterment of the Norwalk community. Still, squeezing this building on a minimum 1- acre lot between two historic
houses makes me fear for the legacy of our city, our history, and our antique homes. Unlike the surrounding houses of
worship, there is no space for the Norwalk Gurdwara to expand when they require additional space for parking and
green spaces except at the expense of our homes. The proposed plan is not smart city planning, is detrimental to our
community and neighbors, and is harmful to our historic houses. I ask that you please consider the efforts the town has
made to preserve these historic properties while also acknowledging that these efforts wouldn’t be possible without the
individuals that also live in these neighborhoods and the historic properties themselves. Sincerely, Lauren Tiefenthaler
Mayor Rilling, Mr. Kleppin, and Council members,
I stand in strong opposition regarding the proposed House of Worship on Richards Avenue for the following
greaves, among others.
ARCHITECTURE/ STYLE: Not only is the architecture of their proposal out of character with our quaint and
charming New England neighborhood,consisting of many antique homes, but the specs of their building and
parking do not conform to those of the other houses of worship in our area.
Many of the homes on upper Richards, Fillow and Betmarlea are historic or antique homes and the
homeowners purchased them because of the beautiful neighborhood in West Norwalk. We are a AAA one-acre
zoning which needs to be respected because if they try to fill that small lot with an 18,000 square foot
building, more than 8-9 times the size of some of the neighboring homes, and pave a large parking area to
accommodate 56 spaces, they will be taking down mature forests and wooded areas for our wildlife to roam
freely. This will be an eyesore that stands out because it is so out of character and cannot be properly
landscaped as the other nearby churches are.
F.A.R RATION: All of the other houses of worship in West Norwalk are relatively low density (under 5-8%
F.A.R. ratios) compared to the 283 Richards at 41% )
They are all nicely landscaped with stone walls and tree lined fronts, set back from the road and fit in with the
neighborhood, regardless of their somewhat modern styles.
PARKING: I am also concerned about parking since this huge building will be able to house several times
their current congregants
of appx 200, and 56 spaces will not be enough for parking their new members as they grow, if it can manage
them even now.
This will only make your residents angry and saddened that you have no regard for our needs, wants and
desires. We pay high taxes, we take care of our neighborhood, our neighbors and our homes, and many of us
have lived here for more than 25-30+ years, with our homes being our largest investment, now being
devalued by this Special Permit allowance.
I urge you to reconsider their application and help find a more suitable location for them in town, or help them
renovate their existing building to better suit their needs.
Respectfully,
Barbara Casa
Dear Steve Kleppin,

I am writing out of concern in regards to the proposed 18,000 square
foot mosque building.
It does not belong in a residential community. It will look like Abu Dhabi, I walk and do my workouts on the road and at the
school and other kids and adults do as well.
This is the United States of America not Abu Dhabi.
I feel it will create problems in the community.
A new residential home should be built instead since there is a home shortage.

Thankyou for your time.
Best Regards,
Rachel M. Sanzeni
Home Owner
Richards Ave

To Steve Kleppin, Commissioner of the City of Norwalk Planning and Zoning
We are aware of an application for a Sikh Religious Center to be built on a small empty lot on Richards Avenue. We and
our entire neighborhood object to granting them any Permit.
My wife and I have been living in Norwalk for the last 50 years. I have a business on East Avenue in Norwalk for the last
37 years where we own 2 buildings and have owned many other buildings in Norwalk.
As such, we are very familiar with the permits required and what is needed to get a Special Permit. For example - maybe
your parcel of land does not have the required width or your building is too high to meet the Norwalk Building Code or
similar minor differences from the code.
It is not easy to get approval for Special Permits and although you may really want the permit it is also important to
make sure you ‘fit’ into the surrounding area, to maintain and not stress the neighborhood because that will become
your neighborhood.
But this applicant needs special permits for such major variances that its approval would make a mockery of the entire
process of consideration of Special Permits. Let’s just look at several major ones:
Land use:
All other religious centers already in our neighborhood are built on a much much larger parcel of land
than the intended religious center and they conform to the land use and structure size and available parking for
everyday normal use as well as conforming to all other building size per their parcel of land. Now what about their
structure:
The zoning for our AAA area requires Adequacy of yards and open space, screening and buffering – it is clear that the
requested size of their structure does not allow for such open space, screening and buffering.

The standards to be met under special permits require the density of use and bulk of buildings needs to be designed to
protect the general health, safety, welfare and property values of the neighborhood. To accomplish this, their structure
must be limited to 4000 sq ft or less, conform to the look and feel of other structures.

But this significant restriction only addresses their excessive land use and building structure – there are other major
issues such as not having available parking for all its intended users and they would significantly further the adverse
impact we presently have on traffic:
Traffic Flow Major Impact: Richard’s Avenue is a heavy traffic area – to our existing dismay already, and now this
request will further negatively impact the traffic.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We have an elementary school within 500 feet of their intended Center with hundreds of cars coming and going
throughout the day from early morning to the late afternoon
We have 2 Day Care Facilities within 500 feet of their intended Center.
We have a Jewish Synagogue within 500 feet of this intended center.
We have a Catholic Church and newly build auditorium within 1200 feet from this intended Center.
We have a Community College on Richard’s Avenue with over 5,400 students, many of whom drive up and down
Richard’s Avenue every day from early morning through all the evening classes.
We have 3 cemeteries with lots of traffic coming and going.
We have a new long term care facility on Richard’s Avenue.
We already have overflowing cars lining up on Fireside Court during religious days to the point that Fire Trucks
cannot come down our street to have access to our homes

This applicant group has already tried to downplay the number of cars that would be coming and going throughout the
day. They already have applied for 50-60 parking spaces which is another exception for the size lot, but they have over
200 people in their congregation and as they have expressed they want to see their congregation grow to 300, 400 and
more. They are already overfull before they build and so where are these extra people going to park???
This group tries to minimize the impact they would make by saying such unbelievable statements as
- They would have the religious attendees come in cars filled with 5 or more people so the 200-300+ religious
observers would not drive alone in their car as they come and go to religious services.
- They would look to park their cars and travel in groups from local parking areas such as the city property at the
Elementary school parking lots and the state property at the community college parking lots.
How can you consider granting such an application, it is so far off in the extreme of AAA zoning, does not conform to
the neighborhood, super-exceeds the density of use of the land as well the bulk of the building they plan to
construct. Every aspect of this plan goes against and destroys the entire strength and value of having a Norwalk
Building Code which is designed, especially when considering special permits, to protect the general health, safety,
welfare and property values of the neighborhood. This application must be rejected
With all this said – I want to say to them - What is your pressure to push with the need for all these exceptions and
adversely affecting our way of life. You own a religious facility presently on West Avenue so you are not being
forced to leave. Find a property or existing facility where you don’t have to inflict such a negative impact in the
neighborhood you want to have your congregation. You want to have a positive impact on the neighborhood that
will be your neighborhood for many years to come.
Thank you,
Peter

Hello I attended the Zoom Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation, Inc.asking to construct a two-story Sikh religious center at 283
Richards Avenue. I have never attended a Public Hearing before and I was surprised and offended that commenters

(including Ms.) were allowed to insult commenters who oppose the project.and to threaten us with accusations of
religious bigotry. Below are my comments at the hearing:

My name is Elizabeth Cortright and I live at 12 Ridge Farms road, which is across the street from Temple Shalom. I
am disappointed that the public comment portion of this meeting was preceded by Ms. Suchy attempting to squelch
dissenting voices with her insinuation that Mr. Rowena was questioning “this denomination” when he asked for seating
clarification. I resent the similar implication and outright accusation stated by another commenter that neighbors who object
to this project would welcome, for example, a Presbyterian church. In any case I will risk such insinuations and accusations
and comment anyway.
We have heard from members of the Norwalk community who declare their long-standing affection for Norwalk and
their hope that this project should proceed – and yet I have noticed that they don’t live in the area and therefore their daily
life and property values would not be impacted. Has anyone who supports this project voiced any recognition of the
concerns of neighbors who object to tree removal, property valuation impact, parking concerns, and traffic congestion? NO.
Have they disputed these concerns? NO
When speakers speak about “our community” I wonder what community they are referring to. I would like to know if
this project has received support from members of our Richards Avenue community in West Norwalk who will be directly
impacted by this enormous structure in our residential area. Currently I must rely on the kindness of southbound drivers
during morning rush when I exit my street to head toward my job as a nurse. I wonder whether the traffic study was
conducted during the high-congestion hours of Richard Avenue when even a few additional cars will cause more
congestion.
Has anyone who is opposed to this project stated that this House of worship does NOT represent a vibrant and
valuable religious community in Norwalk? NO, We are opposed to the location of this exceedingly large structure in our
community because of the impact on our everyday lives. Commenters who are accused by others of religious bigotry
because we oppose this building are owed an apology. Shame on you.
Elizabeth Cortright
My name is Greg Dorsey and I live at the bottom of Weed Avenue, just around the corner from
where the proposed Sikh temple would be located. I support its development.
Tonight we’ll hear a lot about “density” and how people want to keep West Norwalk “low
density.” The term conjures images of a 12- or 14-story high-rise apartment building and a
consistently high flow of traffic on the neighborhood’s roads.
But the fact is, the proposal calls for a 2-story building, which like other places of worship will be
used relatively infrequently. Based on the information in the proposal, the traffic following
services is expected to be less than when mass is letting out at St. Matthew’s just down the
street.
Opponents have expressed concerns of illegal street parking when services are held. Those
concerns are unfounded. Street parking restrictions are easily enforced: Ticket or tow away a
few cars and it would quickly stop. Overflow parking is easily accommodated with the big school
parking lot just steps away.
Every city and town in Connecticut has a district where multiple houses of worship are
concentrated. Shame on those who want to stop this one from joining the others already in the
area. If this was a Presbyterian or Lutheran church I doubt there would be the same hue and
cry.

I can’t help but think the “density” argument being used by opponents of the temple has at least
a tinge of racial or religious fear driving it. Concerns about brown-skinned people, turbanwearing people, perhaps even terrorists moving into the neighborhood. Two area residents I
spoke with expressed dismay that a mosque was going up. The unspoken implication, in other
words, was that Al-Qaeda would soon be setting up shop next door in West Norwalk.
The simple truth is, behind the project are good people of faith who just want to worship. They
should be allowed that freedom. Once the Sikh temple is established, I think the neighbors will
discover a friendly, warm and generous group that adds to the richness of our community. And
that the intersection of Richards and Fillow is not subject to gridlock as some have imagined.
I welcome the temple and its congregants and I urge every Norwalk resident to do the same.
Gregory Dorsey
6 Weed Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850

Dear Mr. Kleppin,
This email concerns the proposed sale of the lot at 283 Richards in West Norwalk to a
religious organization that has submitted plans to erect a building that would used for
religious purposes.
I strongly object to this sale for several reasons:
As a long-time resident of West Norwalk, I have seen the area become more and more
crowded, particularly in the past two years. The area is already straining under the
burden of supporting the high number of current residents and users.
We who live in this area already pay extremely high property taxes, which partially go
to supporting the three existing houses of worship. It is not fair to those of us who are
not members of these institutions to be asked to support another one.
The property in question does not include enough acreage to accommodate
parking. Allowing religious members to park at Fox Run School would greatly increase
the number of street crossings at an intersection that has low visibility.
Finally, an additional religious institution would alter the character and quality of the
neighborhood and the area, which is mainly residential.
I hope the Commission will not allow this additional religious institution to be erected at
283 Richards Ave.
Sincerely,
Hugh Murphy
16 Alewives Road
Norwalk, CT 06850

To Steve Kleppin and members of the council,
I wanted to thank you all for your time and patience last night, it was a long evening.
I am writing to say the opposition tried hard to keep our comments brief, on point and not be repetitive,
as you asked us to be respectful of everyone's time based on such a big turn-out. I think we did our best to
make our points and concerns known without being too redundant.
Why the Sikh community felt the need to persistently persuade us of what wonderful neighbors they would be
and what kind people they are and helping their community and doing charitable things is irrelevant and a
waste of everyone's time.
They also repeatedly explained why they need a more suitable place to worship. We all agree that If they need
a new home, they should have one.
Everyone needs a place to worship and meet. That is NOT the concern.
If everyone in the opposition spoke about all the wonderful things we do for our community, our neighbors,
how much we donate to charity,
and what schools our children went to, well, let's just say the meeting would never end, or resolve anything.
They are missing the point. This is not about their community and who they are as a people. I am sure most
of them are wonderful human beings.
We are not opposing them as a community or as a religion, which on more than one occasion they led us to
believe was the case.
We are opposing the structure, the pavement, the scope of the building and ratio to the land they purchased.
We are concerned about traffic,
safety for our children. We are homeowners with a legitimate concern, our neighborhood and the value of our
homes.
Nothing they said last night helped me to understand why this is a suitable location for them other than it
meets code.
Perhaps you can suggest at the beginning of our next meeting on Jan 6th that if they want to speak in favor of
the proposal, they need to
address why this is a suitable location, not why they need a place of worship, or that they make great
neighbors.
With all due respect, they need to consider the same courtesies to the committee and participants as we do.
Best,
Barbara Garelick

283 Richards Emails Received through 12.6.21 to 12.#.21
Dear Mr. Kleppin,
We would like to express our opposition to the proposed 18,000-square-foot structure on a single acre of land at 283
Richards Avenue. Please note that the religious aspect of this enormous building is not relevant to our opposition; if it
were an Episcopal church, or a Greek Orthodox church, or any other religious building that was being proposed for such
a small lot in an already densely trafficked area, our opposition would be the same. The deterioration of the quality of
life for all neighbors must be the key consideration by the City. We will likely need a substantially enhanced police
presence --- perhaps a permanent presence based on the anticipated active usage by the facility --- simply to direct the
increased traffic flow that this will cause. The valuations of our homes cannot help but be affected negatively, obviously
a serious financial concern for those of us whose primary source of wealth is our house.
Please weigh seriously in your considerations the detrimental effects that this outsized, actively used facility will have on
its neighbors.
Sincerely,
Richard and Elizabeth Cortright
12 Ridge Farms Road
Norwalk, CT 06850
Steve:
I reside at Stonegate on Fillow Street. Remember this well with Al Madeny Islamic Center that we fought along with
Fillow Ridge condos. I thought the zoning laws would be changed after this.
It's too big of a place of worship for the size of the property and not enough parking. It will congest that area with traffic
at times.
Fox Run elementary school around the corner. The traffic in the am with buses and cars and pick up in afternoon traffic
out in Fillow street waiting to get in the school parking lot.
I just don't think it's appropriate.
Charlotte Cushing
ccush@optonline.net
(203) 326-1605
Dear Mr. Kleppin,
We are new Norwalk residents and are writing you to strongly express our opposition to the proposed 18k square foot
House of Worship at 283 Richards Ave. We live in Silvermine and take Richards Ave regularly to get to the Post Rd, and
the traffic is already heavy given all the other institutions on Richards Ave. We are mind boggled that the City is
considering this, and it is our understanding that loopholes are being exploited and the City is sitting back and letting
that happen. 56 parking spaces for an 18k square foot building is shockingly low. Where will people park when the spots
get filled? How will the City handle the massive addition of traffic? As citizens who live in a residential area, it’s deeply
upsetting to see that the City does not seem to care about residential rights and is willing to allow loopholes to be
exploited for fear of being sued. It honestly makes us want to consider moving. Please don’t allow this to proceed when
it is so clearly a ploy, and further - as Director of Planning and Zoning, is it not in your power to advocate for the laws to
change so that the citizens of Norwalk do not have to face these kinds of anxiety-provoking experiences which make us
wonder about the loss of value to our assets (property values) and the potential for higher taxes?

Respectfully,
Kimberly & Michael Sheehan
2 Klim Lane
To the Planning and Zoning Board
I am vehemently opposed to the use of 283 Richards Avenue for a Temple of any sort. The size of the property is just not
big enough. With limited space for parking it will create a traffic nightmare at the corner of Fillow Street and Richards
Avenue (as well as backing up traffic south along Richards Avenue). Even though there has been talk of using Fox Run
Elementary and Norwalk Community College as potential parking locations, it does not seem realistic ( especially that
NCC is .9 miles away) that there will not be large numbers of the congregation being dropped off before cars are parked
at other locations. This will create unnecessary traffic at the corner of Fillow Street and Richards Avenue as
cars/vans/buses line up to drop members off. There is only one lane at that spot on Richards, thus creating a
dangerous situation for all. Also, more traffic congestion and delays will result from pedestrian traffic walking from Fox
Run Elementary to the proposed site. This does not appear to be a viable location for a congregation and facility of the
size discussed, they need to find a parcel of land that can completely accommodate all their needs. 283 Richards is not
that location.
Sincerely
Anthony Pipitone
29A Fox Run Road
RE: Proposed Sikh Gurudwara Temple 283 North Richards Avenue
Mayor Rilling, Steve Kleppin,
I am writing to you about my concerns of the proposed Sikh Gurudwara Temple on Richards Avenue near the
intersection with Fillow St.
First off, I have no qualms with the idea of the Temple in and of itself. I feel it would be a great enhancement and
benefit to the City of Norwalk. What I take issue with is the proposed site of this Temple.
North Richards Avenue runs from the hectic commercialism of Connecticut Avenue to Fillow Street where it ends at Fox
Run Elementary school yet in essence continues on as Fillow and Fox Run. As the street runs north the frenetic pace
slows to embrace residential living long before it reaches the proposed site of the Temple. Richards Avenue is a busy
street none the less since it is a connector to many important institutions, Fox Run School, Norwalk Community College,
and is also one of the few true north / south travel routes in Norwalk. Keeping the traffic to a controlled level so that
the residential feel of Richards, especially as it transitions to Fillow and then Fox Run is essential to maintaining
desirability of West Norwalk as a residential community.
This Sikh Gurudwara Temple as designed is a high-density commercial building being placed on a AAA zoned lot.
The 18,000 sf building is to be placed on a lot of approximately 44,000 sf. There is not a single example of this type of
density on all of Richards Avenue no matter what the zoning. This is a detriment to the local area and a burden to the
residents. This will open the door to any other institution to flaunt the density level destroying the intent of the zoning
laws.
To accommodate the marginal parking proposed the entire lot will need be paved removing any rural aspect to the lot
which does not occur anywhere else along Richards Avenue. Then there will be site lighting that will most likely be lit all
night disturbing the neighbors. When there is overflow parking, it will occur on the surrounding streets. There are
practically no streets in West Norwalk that are sized for on-street parking. (Street parking on Richards is not legal, use of
Fox Run School is not a legal option any time the school is in session and NCC is almost a mile away making it an

impractical solutioin) Again this is something that is a detriment to the surrounding properties and will lead to a
devaluation of the local properties.
Since a significant aspect of a Gurudwara Temple is Langar or shared meal this means that a commercial grade kitchen
will need to be installed to serve 200 plus people at times. The exhausted smells permeating the neighborhood create
yet another negative presence on the neighborhood. Also, the noise level of deliveries, garbage and other services will
present another burden to the surrounding area.
Would the town consider placing a fast food restaurant on this site? In essence this is what would occur.
These items will severely impact the quality of life of the area and depress the value of the homes in the surrounding
area. This will affect the taxes collected by the town and the town will receive no taxes from the Temple thus further
placing a burden on the surrounding community to make up for the loss of revenue and can lead to degraded services.
Eventually the town will need raise the property taxes on the entire area or allow more commercial properties in the
area to make up for the lost tax revenue and the and the whole community will suffer a generational decline of quality
of life. This is not what ANY person living in West Norwalk would want, certainly not myself.
As an architect with 40 years’ experience I have been on both sides of the table in projects subject to zoning approval.
There are always trade-offs by both sides in any deliberation but in this case there seem to be none from the applicant’s
side. It’s more of a bullying to put 10 pounds in a 5 pound sack.
Who is being served in approving this special use? To me it is only those who use the Temple while the burden and
cost of this Temple is on everyone else in Norwalk, especially those who live in West Norwalk. The City of Norwalk
needs to support those who have invested their lives by living in Norwalk not just those who want to use its resources.
Sincerely,
Jon Seibert
10 Hunters Ln.
Norwalk, CT
Greetings Mr. Kleppin; The Honorable Mayor Rilling & Common Council Representatives:
Tomorrow evening, 12/8/21, we begin yet another public hearing regarding unrealistic building projects. It wasn't but a
few years ago that I participated in the ridiculous Main Avenue BJs Warehouse proposal. I recall then Silvermine
Association and Rolling Ridge Association plus others had to repeatedly deal with this unrealistic proposal. In the end,
partly because of a little, costly issue called remediation of contaminated land AND a Traffic Plan for a Main Ave that
somehow members of the Norwalk Government thought at the time made 'sense', that project has not come to pass
yet; I cannot say that proposal was officially defeated. As an owner in Rolling Ridge at the time, we felt our expressed
concerns were not truly recognized. It was the land contamination that saved and shelved that project & likely will in
the future.
TODAY in December 2021, I find I am standing up for my West Norwalk Neighborhood, and I stand OPPOSED to the
GTBJ Foundation Proposal for a building & parking plan(dream) on said 1.01 Acre Land Parcel at 283 Richards
Avenue.
Today the residents of Richards Avenue and Betmarlea are impacted by this proposed plan. As referenced above, it was
not that long ago Main Avenue was spared the impact of BJ's; Tomorrow these ad hoc , exploitive proposals could
impact any neighborhood in Norwalk. What principles or CITY PLAN does the Zoning Commission, soon to be the
Planning & Zoning Commission, employ when even letting these matters pass to any level of discussion for
approval. Here are SOME points to consider in opposition:

• This 18,000 sq. ft structure will diminish the quality of life for all who live in West Norwalk by increasing traffic in

an already high traffic zone. THIS HIGH TRAFFIC ZONE should be the primary reason to not approve this GTBJ
plan. The parcel is located ONE PARCEL into Richards Avenue -- ONE PARCEL away from a stop sign and Fox
Run School!!!!! There can be no reliable, neutral Traffic Plan here. OH, a 'promise' to limit occupancy to 240
per event, AND a promise to use a carpooling schematic for each and every time there is an
event. The parking & traffic plan is completely unrealistic; who is going to police that promised plan? What
will follow when the plan implodes-- SURPRISE a traffic light next -- much like that surprise stop sign that
showed up one day at Fillow St. The level of traffic a block away from an intersection would be a
nightmare. No plan you could come up with will handle this issue; the traffic (with a traffic light or not) will
destroy the essence of our West Norwalk area. Also, let us not forget -- this is one acre of land!!! One acre
for an 18,000 sq ft structure. The height that has to be to fit for the parking, is again not realistic &
unsightly. Do we really want every piece of that land parcel taken up with a building and a parking lot.....that
means each tree and bush will be removed, and the buffer among the bordering properties will be destroyed.
• The obvious growth they are projecting is tripling the size of their current Foundation Center located on West
Avenue. This will create street parking that will not only impact Richards Avenue but also the side streets of
Fireside and Betmarlea,
• The plans include tearing down woods that are the only buffer between Richards Avenue and Betmarlea. One
would HAVE to tear every plant buffer to erect what's proposed on ONE ACRE of land. What sense does this
make to be put into reality? Not much.
• Let's look now to QUALITY of LIVING in West Norwalk by OVERDEVELOPING this highly marketable
RESIDENTIAL AREA of NORWALK -- one of the LAST remaining in our City.
• For neighbors on all sides of the structure, the noise & lights from cars coming and going throughout the day will
take away from the peace & quiet we all deserve in our homes.
• We anticipate a significant reduction in the value of our homes; which for many of us is our biggest asset, and
The City of Norwalk can expect a lessened tax basis going forward if this area of Norwalk is overdeveloped
and becomes less desirable for residential real estate.
• Will this Foundation pay taxes on this property? I understand this is doubtful. Again, the neighbors of
West Norwalk will have to realize the tax burden will be passed down to all of us.
• EACH of you are our City Officials !!! YOU were ALL reelected in your resounding sweep of the local elections

(all but Steve). Well, to those who came to knock on my door in Tealbrook one Sunday afternoon AND to ALL
of you who I want to continue to respect and believe you are there to protect the lifestyle of Norwalk & West
Norwalk, in particular -- you now must do better by us in West Norwalk, taxpaying citizens.
• You were remiss in not prioritizing the updating & FINALIZING of the Planning & Zoning regulations after the last
debacle project on Fillow Street that took place 8 years ago. During the 2021 election, I heard it said ' the
update of Code was a 3 year project; just about ready to be reviewed for approval. Really??? You had 8
years, much more than the 3 years it took to get the Zoning Codes updated to protect what this City has left
of its former character vs its apartment character. We deserve better. I want better preservation than
the RANDOM planning and zoning actions & decisions of late in this fine City. West Norwalk does not want
this total disruption to the nature of structures and the traffic patterns in our area of Norwalk. For one, I left
Stamford 30+ years ago for Norwalk because I did not want what Stamford has become. I am beginning not
to tell the difference in City planning any longer.
In summation...............as a citizen & 13 year resident noq in West Norwalk.......I OPPOSE this GTBJ Foundation
project. Look forward to the Public Hearing tomorrow, 12/8/21. Thank goodness for ZOOM. Thank you for reading
my appeal to your review of this project proposal. It takes a lot of effort on your part to run this City; it is appreciated
even in a time like this when I hope everyone in Norwalk would oppose this change, devaluation & deforestation to
West Norwalk.
Respectfully submitted,
Patricia Agudow
212 Richards Avenue, #7 (Tealbrook Association)

NORWALK, CT 06850
Hi Steve,
Hope you are well. I wanted to reach out to you in regards to the special permit application for the empty lot at 283
Richards avenue. I live on Fillow street and was very upset to hear about the proposed building plans on such a small lot
in our West Norwalk AAA low-density residential zone.
There are numerous objections and concerns that myself and my neighbors have about the proposed building. I have
reviewed the application on the city website in detail and below are the concernsCommunity
Homeowners choose West Norwalk because of its low-density housing, privacy, nature, and beauty. The current design
is not aesthetic to the existing neighborhood design. Successful communities pay attention to community
aesthetics. The existing places of worship are built on several acres of land, have generous set backs and privacy. On the
land prior there was a modest ranch syle home that sat comfortably on a nice set back with average size yard. It does
not make sense to build a large structure on that same lot surrounding by parking.
Parking
Building code only allows 53 spots and it's unlikely that members will carpool every Sunday/Friday. As they grow how
will they handle parking issues? How will they handle parking issues for births, deaths, weddings, and festivals like Bandi
Chhor Divas. These events will bring other members and some last several days.
Traffic
The traffic report is invalid. The community colleges, churches and temples were not open or at capacity to give an
accurate analysis. Richards already experiences traffic from the temples, churches, schools, community college and
funeral proceedings in the area. Another religious building will only add to the issue. If members are dropped off( as
mentioned in application) there can be a major issue with traffic at the corner of Richards and Fillow. The plans propose
a single one-way entrance and a single one-way exit. This will absolutely cause a bottleneck. if they use the elementary
school for overflow parking then there will be an increase in a pedestrian crossing. Also causing traffic.
Quality of life/property values
The 10 parcels/homes surrounding the religious building will be most directly affected by the above issues. With
additional concerns such as bright lighting and noise. The Silk religion has no formal day of prayer which means there
will always be members coming and going from the property. If they offer services such as the reading of the Akland
Path is usually read in full and takes full 48 hours with no stopping. Ceremonies like weddings , births or funerals will
bring crowds. Constant activity and traffic will decrease the enjoyment of their homes and decrease their value. It is not
fair to those home owners. The lot is just too small and There is just not enough space between the homes for the
resident to continue to live comfortably if it is built.
Thank you
Tracy Dorrough
To whom it may concern: Rhode Island, I consider Norwalk my hometown. I attended Fox Run Elementary and Norwalk
Community College and completed my first internship in teaching at Fox Run. Truly one of the things I love about
Norwalk is it's dedication to historic preservation. I still remember our 3rd grade field trip to City Hall, Cannon Street to
view old Revolutionary War cannonballs, and finally a tour of my home neighborhood to view the old school house.
However, I am deeply concerned these efforts to celebrate and conserve the history of Norwalk will be lost should the
proposed Gurdwara be built on at 283 Richards Avenue. The building is 18,000 square feet on a 1-acre lot and will be

sandwiched between 2 historic houses. My parent's house adjacent to this property dates from 1899 and is the original
Fillow Farm house. In fact, we've had the joy to know some of the Fillow descendants who are our neighbors and over
the years we have found horseshoes, old photographs, and baby boots on the property speaking to its rich past as a
farm and residence in Norwalk. I truly want the Gurdwara to be successful, thrive, and continue their work for the
betterment of the Norwalk community. Still, squeezing this building on a minimum 1- acre lot between two historic
houses makes me fear for the legacy of our city, our history, and our antique homes. Unlike the surrounding houses of
worship, there is no space for the Norwalk Gurdwara to expand when they require additional space for parking and
green spaces except at the expense of our homes. The proposed plan is not smart city planning, is detrimental to our
community and neighbors, and is harmful to our historic houses. I ask that you please consider the efforts the town has
made to preserve these historic properties while also acknowledging that these efforts wouldn’t be possible without the
individuals that also live in these neighborhoods and the historic properties themselves. Sincerely, Lauren Tiefenthaler
Mayor Rilling, Mr. Kleppin, and Council members,
I stand in strong opposition regarding the proposed House of Worship on Richards Avenue for the following
greaves, among others.
ARCHITECTURE/ STYLE: Not only is the architecture of their proposal out of character with our quaint and
charming New England neighborhood,consisting of many antique homes, but the specs of their building and
parking do not conform to those of the other houses of worship in our area.
Many of the homes on upper Richards, Fillow and Betmarlea are historic or antique homes and the
homeowners purchased them because of the beautiful neighborhood in West Norwalk. We are a AAA one-acre
zoning which needs to be respected because if they try to fill that small lot with an 18,000 square foot
building, more than 8-9 times the size of some of the neighboring homes, and pave a large parking area to
accommodate 56 spaces, they will be taking down mature forests and wooded areas for our wildlife to roam
freely. This will be an eyesore that stands out because it is so out of character and cannot be properly
landscaped as the other nearby churches are.
F.A.R RATION: All of the other houses of worship in West Norwalk are relatively low density (under 5-8%
F.A.R. ratios) compared to the 283 Richards at 41% )
They are all nicely landscaped with stone walls and tree lined fronts, set back from the road and fit in with the
neighborhood, regardless of their somewhat modern styles.
PARKING: I am also concerned about parking since this huge building will be able to house several times
their current congregants
of appx 200, and 56 spaces will not be enough for parking their new members as they grow, if it can manage
them even now.
This will only make your residents angry and saddened that you have no regard for our needs, wants and
desires. We pay high taxes, we take care of our neighborhood, our neighbors and our homes, and many of us
have lived here for more than 25-30+ years, with our homes being our largest investment, now being
devalued by this Special Permit allowance.
I urge you to reconsider their application and help find a more suitable location for them in town, or help them
renovate their existing building to better suit their needs.
Respectfully,
Barbara Casa
Dear Steve Kleppin,

I am writing out of concern in regards to the proposed 18,000 square
foot mosque building.
It does not belong in a residential community. It will look like Abu Dhabi, I walk and do my workouts on the road and at the
school and other kids and adults do as well.
This is the United States of America not Abu Dhabi.
I feel it will create problems in the community.
A new residential home should be built instead since there is a home shortage.

Thankyou for your time.
Best Regards,
Rachel M. Sanzeni
Home Owner
Richards Ave

To Steve Kleppin, Commissioner of the City of Norwalk Planning and Zoning
We are aware of an application for a Sikh Religious Center to be built on a small empty lot on Richards Avenue. We and
our entire neighborhood object to granting them any Permit.
My wife and I have been living in Norwalk for the last 50 years. I have a business on East Avenue in Norwalk for the last
37 years where we own 2 buildings and have owned many other buildings in Norwalk.
As such, we are very familiar with the permits required and what is needed to get a Special Permit. For example - maybe
your parcel of land does not have the required width or your building is too high to meet the Norwalk Building Code or
similar minor differences from the code.
It is not easy to get approval for Special Permits and although you may really want the permit it is also important to
make sure you ‘fit’ into the surrounding area, to maintain and not stress the neighborhood because that will become
your neighborhood.
But this applicant needs special permits for such major variances that its approval would make a mockery of the entire
process of consideration of Special Permits. Let’s just look at several major ones:
Land use:
All other religious centers already in our neighborhood are built on a much much larger parcel of land
than the intended religious center and they conform to the land use and structure size and available parking for
everyday normal use as well as conforming to all other building size per their parcel of land. Now what about their
structure:
The zoning for our AAA area requires Adequacy of yards and open space, screening and buffering – it is clear that the
requested size of their structure does not allow for such open space, screening and buffering.

The standards to be met under special permits require the density of use and bulk of buildings needs to be designed to
protect the general health, safety, welfare and property values of the neighborhood. To accomplish this, their structure
must be limited to 4000 sq ft or less, conform to the look and feel of other structures.

But this significant restriction only addresses their excessive land use and building structure – there are other major
issues such as not having available parking for all its intended users and they would significantly further the adverse
impact we presently have on traffic:
Traffic Flow Major Impact: Richard’s Avenue is a heavy traffic area – to our existing dismay already, and now this
request will further negatively impact the traffic.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We have an elementary school within 500 feet of their intended Center with hundreds of cars coming and going
throughout the day from early morning to the late afternoon
We have 2 Day Care Facilities within 500 feet of their intended Center.
We have a Jewish Synagogue within 500 feet of this intended center.
We have a Catholic Church and newly build auditorium within 1200 feet from this intended Center.
We have a Community College on Richard’s Avenue with over 5,400 students, many of whom drive up and down
Richard’s Avenue every day from early morning through all the evening classes.
We have 3 cemeteries with lots of traffic coming and going.
We have a new long term care facility on Richard’s Avenue.
We already have overflowing cars lining up on Fireside Court during religious days to the point that Fire Trucks
cannot come down our street to have access to our homes

This applicant group has already tried to downplay the number of cars that would be coming and going throughout the
day. They already have applied for 50-60 parking spaces which is another exception for the size lot, but they have over
200 people in their congregation and as they have expressed they want to see their congregation grow to 300, 400 and
more. They are already overfull before they build and so where are these extra people going to park???
This group tries to minimize the impact they would make by saying such unbelievable statements as
- They would have the religious attendees come in cars filled with 5 or more people so the 200-300+ religious
observers would not drive alone in their car as they come and go to religious services.
- They would look to park their cars and travel in groups from local parking areas such as the city property at the
Elementary school parking lots and the state property at the community college parking lots.
How can you consider granting such an application, it is so far off in the extreme of AAA zoning, does not conform to
the neighborhood, super-exceeds the density of use of the land as well the bulk of the building they plan to
construct. Every aspect of this plan goes against and destroys the entire strength and value of having a Norwalk
Building Code which is designed, especially when considering special permits, to protect the general health, safety,
welfare and property values of the neighborhood. This application must be rejected
With all this said – I want to say to them - What is your pressure to push with the need for all these exceptions and
adversely affecting our way of life. You own a religious facility presently on West Avenue so you are not being
forced to leave. Find a property or existing facility where you don’t have to inflict such a negative impact in the
neighborhood you want to have your congregation. You want to have a positive impact on the neighborhood that
will be your neighborhood for many years to come.
Thank you,
Peter

Hello I attended the Zoom Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation, Inc.asking to construct a two-story Sikh religious center at 283
Richards Avenue. I have never attended a Public Hearing before and I was surprised and offended that commenters

(including Ms.) were allowed to insult commenters who oppose the project.and to threaten us with accusations of
religious bigotry. Below are my comments at the hearing:

My name is Elizabeth Cortright and I live at 12 Ridge Farms road, which is across the street from Temple Shalom. I
am disappointed that the public comment portion of this meeting was preceded by Ms. Suchy attempting to squelch
dissenting voices with her insinuation that Mr. Rowena was questioning “this denomination” when he asked for seating
clarification. I resent the similar implication and outright accusation stated by another commenter that neighbors who object
to this project would welcome, for example, a Presbyterian church. In any case I will risk such insinuations and accusations
and comment anyway.
We have heard from members of the Norwalk community who declare their long-standing affection for Norwalk and
their hope that this project should proceed – and yet I have noticed that they don’t live in the area and therefore their daily
life and property values would not be impacted. Has anyone who supports this project voiced any recognition of the
concerns of neighbors who object to tree removal, property valuation impact, parking concerns, and traffic congestion? NO.
Have they disputed these concerns? NO
When speakers speak about “our community” I wonder what community they are referring to. I would like to know if
this project has received support from members of our Richards Avenue community in West Norwalk who will be directly
impacted by this enormous structure in our residential area. Currently I must rely on the kindness of southbound drivers
during morning rush when I exit my street to head toward my job as a nurse. I wonder whether the traffic study was
conducted during the high-congestion hours of Richard Avenue when even a few additional cars will cause more
congestion.
Has anyone who is opposed to this project stated that this House of worship does NOT represent a vibrant and
valuable religious community in Norwalk? NO, We are opposed to the location of this exceedingly large structure in our
community because of the impact on our everyday lives. Commenters who are accused by others of religious bigotry
because we oppose this building are owed an apology. Shame on you.
Elizabeth Cortright
My name is Greg Dorsey and I live at the bottom of Weed Avenue, just around the corner from
where the proposed Sikh temple would be located. I support its development.
Tonight we’ll hear a lot about “density” and how people want to keep West Norwalk “low
density.” The term conjures images of a 12- or 14-story high-rise apartment building and a
consistently high flow of traffic on the neighborhood’s roads.
But the fact is, the proposal calls for a 2-story building, which like other places of worship will be
used relatively infrequently. Based on the information in the proposal, the traffic following
services is expected to be less than when mass is letting out at St. Matthew’s just down the
street.
Opponents have expressed concerns of illegal street parking when services are held. Those
concerns are unfounded. Street parking restrictions are easily enforced: Ticket or tow away a
few cars and it would quickly stop. Overflow parking is easily accommodated with the big school
parking lot just steps away.
Every city and town in Connecticut has a district where multiple houses of worship are
concentrated. Shame on those who want to stop this one from joining the others already in the
area. If this was a Presbyterian or Lutheran church I doubt there would be the same hue and
cry.

I can’t help but think the “density” argument being used by opponents of the temple has at least
a tinge of racial or religious fear driving it. Concerns about brown-skinned people, turbanwearing people, perhaps even terrorists moving into the neighborhood. Two area residents I
spoke with expressed dismay that a mosque was going up. The unspoken implication, in other
words, was that Al-Qaeda would soon be setting up shop next door in West Norwalk.
The simple truth is, behind the project are good people of faith who just want to worship. They
should be allowed that freedom. Once the Sikh temple is established, I think the neighbors will
discover a friendly, warm and generous group that adds to the richness of our community. And
that the intersection of Richards and Fillow is not subject to gridlock as some have imagined.
I welcome the temple and its congregants and I urge every Norwalk resident to do the same.
Gregory Dorsey
6 Weed Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850

Dear Mr. Kleppin,
This email concerns the proposed sale of the lot at 283 Richards in West Norwalk to a
religious organization that has submitted plans to erect a building that would used for
religious purposes.
I strongly object to this sale for several reasons:
As a long-time resident of West Norwalk, I have seen the area become more and more
crowded, particularly in the past two years. The area is already straining under the
burden of supporting the high number of current residents and users.
We who live in this area already pay extremely high property taxes, which partially go
to supporting the three existing houses of worship. It is not fair to those of us who are
not members of these institutions to be asked to support another one.
The property in question does not include enough acreage to accommodate
parking. Allowing religious members to park at Fox Run School would greatly increase
the number of street crossings at an intersection that has low visibility.
Finally, an additional religious institution would alter the character and quality of the
neighborhood and the area, which is mainly residential.
I hope the Commission will not allow this additional religious institution to be erected at
283 Richards Ave.
Sincerely,
Hugh Murphy
16 Alewives Road
Norwalk, CT 06850

To Steve Kleppin and members of the council,
I wanted to thank you all for your time and patience last night, it was a long evening.
I am writing to say the opposition tried hard to keep our comments brief, on point and not be repetitive,
as you asked us to be respectful of everyone's time based on such a big turn-out. I think we did our best to
make our points and concerns known without being too redundant.
Why the Sikh community felt the need to persistently persuade us of what wonderful neighbors they would be
and what kind people they are and helping their community and doing charitable things is irrelevant and a
waste of everyone's time.
They also repeatedly explained why they need a more suitable place to worship. We all agree that If they need
a new home, they should have one.
Everyone needs a place to worship and meet. That is NOT the concern.
If everyone in the opposition spoke about all the wonderful things we do for our community, our neighbors,
how much we donate to charity,
and what schools our children went to, well, let's just say the meeting would never end, or resolve anything.
They are missing the point. This is not about their community and who they are as a people. I am sure most
of them are wonderful human beings.
We are not opposing them as a community or as a religion, which on more than one occasion they led us to
believe was the case.
We are opposing the structure, the pavement, the scope of the building and ratio to the land they purchased.
We are concerned about traffic,
safety for our children. We are homeowners with a legitimate concern, our neighborhood and the value of our
homes.
Nothing they said last night helped me to understand why this is a suitable location for them other than it
meets code.
Perhaps you can suggest at the beginning of our next meeting on Jan 6th that if they want to speak in favor of
the proposal, they need to
address why this is a suitable location, not why they need a place of worship, or that they make great
neighbors.
With all due respect, they need to consider the same courtesies to the committee and participants as we do.
Best,
Barbara Garelick

I object because it’s not a suitable place to build this religious center.
Emmanuel Owolo
5 Huckleberry Dr. South
Norwalk , CT 06850

We oppose the approval of a special permit for an 18,000 sq. foot house of worship on 1.01
acres in the West Norwalk AAA residential zone at 283 Richards Ave, Norwalk, CT.
The building is not in keeping with the low-density of the homes and other houses of worship
in the West Norwalk AAA zone and we do not feel they have enough parking for future
growth.

Thank you for your attention and cooperation.
Sincerely,
Yasuo and Carol Ann Kubota
41 Old Rock Lane
Norwalk, Ct 06850

Karl F. Kaferle
14 Bonnybrook Rd
Norwalk, CT 06850
Dear Sir,
I am writing to express my concerns regarding the proposed development of the parcel located at 283
Richards Avenue.
As I understand this matter, a Variance has been applied for to construct a quite sizable new house of
worship, and event facility within our Residential Zone of the city. My primary concern is not the
construction of another house of worship, but is in regards to the negative impact it will have on our
already overburdened and polluted local watershed system, and to a lesser extent the amount of
additional street traffic created in immediate proximity to one of our cities largest magnet grade
schools.
Clear-Cutting and covering an entire acre of presently heavily forested land with impervious surfaces at
this location will invariably result in a significant increase to the amount of storm runoff and debris
flowing directly into the Holy Ghost Fathers Brook tributary of the 5 Mile River. That brook flows
directly through my land and several other adjacent neighborhoods downstream from that
location. The regularity with which catastrophic flood levels now occur has become extremely alarming
over the past 2 years alone. If this development were to create 40,000 s/f of impervious surface that
would drain freely through the entire Betmarlea neighborhood and into our own on Bonnybrook during
every weather event, it would be like pouring gasoline on a bon-fire at this point for every property
owner in this watershed system.
My question to you, is how do they intend to handle the massive amount of additional stormwater
runoff they will invariably be generating by clearing and covering an entire acre of land in this watershed
area? We are now already experiencing damaging flood conditions everytime it rains more than 1 inch
an hour throughout this entire area. The presence of septic spoils, garbage, and road debris is already a
constant environmental hazard pervading our watercourses during and after each and every recent
weather event, without adding yet another extremely large non-residential facility to the equation. How

do they plan to mitigate the additional stormwater burden they will create? What is their plan to
minimize the environmental impact of this proposed facility?
Essentially this is like adding a large Commercial Facility to a Residential Neighborhood that simply has
little or no existing infrastructure to effectively support it on all fronts.
Please advise, and thank you kindly for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,
- Karl F. Kaferle

i am responding to your petition to Keep West Norwalk Low-Density.
While I have deep affection for Sikh Hindus because I spent many years in India I am concerned about
the congestion we already have in West Norwalk. Fox Run School has a lot of traffic several times a
day. It is hard to pass by the cars waiting to pick up children. I try to avoid that area of congestion at
those times. Then there are the cars parked on the sidewalk for the soft ball games even though there is
a "no parking" sign. That makes walking hard because we have to go out onto the busy street which can
be dangerous. When the Temple celebrates the holy days again there is a walking and driving
problem. The area is NOT low density; it is already HIGH DENSITY. To add to that only increases the
problem of driving and walking to say nothing of all the added noise and danger to children who may be
walking to and from school.
I am sorry but surely the Sikhs can find a location that is better suited to their needs. I wish them luck as
they are a very industrious and down to earth group of people who I greatly admire.
Peggy Bonhage
38 Fox Fun Road
Norwalk, CTn 06850

Mr. S. Kleppin
City of Norwalk Planning
And Zoning
Director of Planning and Zoning
Norwalk, CT

Dear Mr. Kleppin:
We received a petition to Keep West Norwalk Low-Density and my husband and I are in agreement that
we do not think this will be the proper location for the Gurdwara.
We have lived on Bonnybrook Road for 47 years and many of the other residents have lived here for as
long a period, if not longer.
We have seen many changes happen, most have been very good, and has not changed the landscape of
Richards Ave and many of the streets that intersect with it.
We too would never wish to deny anyone the right to worship in our community, we are concerned
about the lack of parking, the size of the building in keeping with our low-density community.

This building is so huge, it will over-take the smaller houses and buildings on Richards Avenue and I am
sorry to say, will be a “big eye sore”.
This church will be at the top of Richards Avenue and as it is, in the mornings, when you ride up Richards
Ave. and make a right on to Fillow there usually is a traffic jam because the school children are being
dropped off at Fox Run School. It takes several minutes to get by and by adding this church it will be a
double slow down.
Then after you get through that traffic jam you proceed down further on Richards Avenue and the road
is slowed down to let the car traffic into the school parking lot of the Norwalk Community College, which
in our opinion was a great addition to Richards Ave. This road is heavily traveled because it leads to RT
1, with all the shopping, and also you can continue on down further to get on the I95. People will have
to give themselves much more time to get to their destinations. This is also used as a route to the Merit
Parkway.
Also they plan on cutting down a forest of 50 year old trees and removing the existing lawn. This is
a community of homes who respect their trees and have beautiful lawns. I love early Spring when the
trees are sprouting new leaves and the daffodils are lining people’s front lawns. By adding this new
parking lot of 53 spaces it will remove our “country setting” here in Norwalk.
During the year, there are several Holy days . When this occurs, the people who attend Temple Shalom
park their car on Richards Ave, because the parking lot is full at the Temple. The cars are parked
starting from Temple Shalom and beyond Geneva Road. The cars sometimes park part on sidewalk and
part on street making it difficult to walk on sidewalks. It has been like this for all the 47 years we have
been here it is not that they came and changed the landscape and now we have to live with this
situation, they were here first!
Also, there is St. Matthew Church on Scribner Ave and during their Holy days, they usually have a police
officer to direct traffic on Scribner Ave, which intersects with Richards Ave. By adding a fourth House of
Worship, it is adding to the situation that already exists. We do not need to add more cars to an
already busy street.
Please listen to our plea and do not allow this church to be built on Richards Avenue.
Agnes Fleming
22 Bonnybrook Road
Norwalk, CT 06850

Dear Mr Kleppin:
I am opposed to the building of the Sikh Religious Center on Richards Avenue. I feel the lot is too small
for such a large structure and Richards Avenue is already busy with traffic and so many additonal cars
coming and going would present a problem.
I think they should vastly scale down the size of the temple, or find an alternative location with more room
for such a large building and with sufficient parking spaces where it would not be so disruptive to the
neighborhood.
Thank you.
Joanna Romersa
35 Hunters Lane
Norwalk CT

Dear Barbara Hoffman:
Good afternoon –
As we met earlier to share information in reference to the subject project plan along with a booklet
with a picture of the proposed building and some core information about Sikh faith and our outreach
programs. We appreciate your kindness to offer us the use of your parking lot once or twice a year for
special occasions. We will provide UCC with additional insurance coverage at no cost to UCC for the use
of your occasional parking.
This email is a follow up of my phone call requesting that the leadership of the GTBJF is willing to
meet with you and the UCC Council any time convenient to you and the council. Please let us know. In
the meantime, let us share some highlights of the projects as follows:
As you know, Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation Inc. has submitted a special permit application for a
proposed gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue in Norwalk, CT to the City of Norwalk Department of
Planning & Zoning, Zoning Commission and various city departments that may exercise jurisdiction over
this proposal. This property is zoned AAA Residence and houses of worship are permitted in this zone by
special permit. The application was accompanied by various documents including civil engineering,
architectural, landscaping, traffic study and drainage report. These documents were created by licensed
professional engineers and are currently under review by various city departments. Further all
application documents are available for public inspection.
The Gurudwra – A place of Worship is open seven days a week. It is very similar to other
denominations and their houses of worship. The Sikh congregation holds services twice weekly
(Sundays generally from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm, and on Fridays from 7:30 to 8:30 pm). These services are
followed by a communal meal prepared and served by members of the congregation to all service
attendees and guests. Typically, these meals are sponsored by a family within the congregation who
purchase supplies and groceries, prepare the meals and serve to attendees.
Every day in the morning and evening, there is a ceremonial opening and closing of Holy
Scripture but there is no congregational worship at these times. However, like other religious
institutions, congregants may visit the gurudwara daily to offer individual prayers or take a reading from
Scripture. Pre-Covid, approximately 150 congregants attended Sunday services, with about 50 in
attendance for Friday night worship.
Today, about 60 attend Sunday services; the Friday night service has been suspended due to
COVID-19 and there is no plan to resume them as yet. Similar to other religions, the Sikh community
celebrates occasional holy days and events such as Vaisakhi (“Sikh Day”) on April 14, as well as the birth
and death anniversaries of the Sikh Gurus. Should the need arise to provide additional parking, the

Foundation have discussed use of parking spaces at Fox Run School for overflow purposes with city
officials and yourself allowing occasional use of its parking spaces for similar overflow needs once or
twice a year. The Foundation appreciates your cooperation and generosity.
The Sikh community plans to provide religious education to its young congregants, much like
that provided at other religious institutions in the neighborhood such as Temple Shalom, St. Matthew’s
Church and United Church of Christ. Religious instruction, which is run by volunteer parents and follows
the Norwalk Public School calendar, is offered on Sundays only. Instruction begins at 10 am and
concludes at noon. Youngsters and parents may then join the congregation for the post-service meal. As
for weddings, the community welcomes its congregants to be married in the faith, but no extraordinary
efforts will be undertaken to “market” this house of worship as a wedding venue. Day care facilities are
neither offered nor proposed at this Gurudwara – A Place of Worship.
Information on the status of fundraising efforts or project costs will not be shared as they are
not germane to the special permit application process nor the Zoning Commission’s jurisdiction and
review of this proposal. Lastly, my client is not inclined to entertain any offers to purchase this property
and locate its gurudwara elsewhere.
Should you have additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Very truly yours,
Mohinder Singh Kalsi
Cell # 315-436-1396

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission:
My name is Davendra Anand and I reside at 58 Firehouse Road, Trumbull, CT with
my family.
We have lived here for over 43 years, and are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk
community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us
to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other denominations who practice
their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit
the Gurudwara on any Sunday Service at our existing place of worship located at 622
West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed New Gurudwara Building at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully
designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and
complies with ALL the rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship, and
once constructed - it will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and the city of
Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a Special Permit.
Thanks.
Sincerely,
Davendra [Dave] Anand

203-895-5899 [Mobile]

Dear Chairman Schulman and members,
My name is Jagjiwan Singh and I reside at 33 Macintosh Avenue in Norwalk, CT 06851. I have lived in
this City for 25+ years with my wife and two children. As a member of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk, we are seeking the support and approval of our special permit
application pending before your Commission. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community
for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects
and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship,
and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit. Our Sunday
service is open to the community and we invite you to visit. If you need any additional information please
feel free to reach me.
Sincerely,

Jagjiwan Singh
AVP, Business Banking Officer
Business Banking Division
First County Bank

Dear Morning Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Dalbara Singh and I reside at 11 Moore Place with my wife. We have moved from India and
lived here for 26+ years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in
Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are
excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit. If you need any
additional information please feel free to reach me at phone or email below.

Sincerely,
Dalbara Singh
11 Moore Place
Norwalk, CT 06855

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,

My name is Jasbir Singh, I reside at 4 Rebel Lane in Norwalk alongside my family of 4. We have
been members of the norwalk community for 22 years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for
more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Jasbir Singh

From :

Karen Blackie
18 Devonshire Rd
Norwalk
Ct 06850
•

With reference to the proposed building of an 18,000 sq. foot house of
worship on 1.01 acres in the West Norwalk AAA residential zone at 283
Richards Ave, Norwalk, CT.m, I would like to register that I am in
opposition.
The building is not in keeping with the low-density of the homes and other
houses of worship in the West Norwalk AAA zone and I do not feel they
have enough parking for future growth. The floor to area ratio is not within
a normal, acceptable scale. In addition, there already exists a traffic issue
at the nearby junction due to Fox Run school.
Regards
Karen Blackie

Dear Chairman Schulman and members,
My name is Veer Singh and I reside at 44 Nursery Street in Norwalk, CT 06850. I have lived in this City
for 25+ years with my wife .As a member of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in
Norwalk, we are seeking the support and approval of our special permit application pending before your
Commission. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we
are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.

Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects
and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship,
and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit. Our Sunday
service is open to the community and we invite you to visit. If you need any additional information please
feel free to reach me.
Sincerely,
Veer Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
Our names are Dr. Bhavna Khandpur and Avneet Kochar and we reside at 199 W
Norwalk Road, in Norwalk with our sons. We have lived in Norwalk for 12 years and my
children attend/have attended the Norwalk public schools.
We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and
we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a new building for our place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape
architects and traffic engineers, and the proposed gurudwara on Richards Avenue
complies with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place or worship, and
once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city. I hope
that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.
Sincerely, Bhavna and avneet

I would hope the city of Norwalk would deny the request for a special permit request, the area is already
too busy for the Neighborhood the added traffic and noise will worsen the already terrible Conditions.
The noise level is terrible I can hear the noise form my Address which is 82 west Norwalk rd and I’m a
half a mile away, Please deny the request. Can you please reply to this email so I know someone has
received it thank you.
Angelo Guarna
82 West Norwalk rd
Norwalk ct 06850

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Harpreet Kalia and I reside at 1 Old Farm Place in Norwalk with my family.
We have lived in Norwalk for 18 years and my children attend/have attended the
Norwalk public schools.

We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and
we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a new building for our place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape
architects and traffic engineers, and the proposed gurudwara on Richards Avenue
complies with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place or worship, and
once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city. I hope
that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit.
Sincerely,
Harpreet Kalia

Dear Mr. KleppinIt was brought to my attention that the new owners of the property located at 283 Richards Avenue has
requested a special building permit with the Zoning Commission in Norwalk. I am the owner of a
property located at 18 Betmarlea Road and I am most concerned about
the environmental impact/footprint of the proposed building.
My property (18 Betmarlea Rd) is affronted by the Holy Ghost Father's Pond System and the inland
wetlands run through the back. According to our Plot Plan the front portion (Holy Ghost Father's Pond
System) is in a 100 yr flood zone. In the 7 years that we have owned the property the "100 yr flood line"
has been reached 4 times and the inland wetlands were further inundated. Our next-door neighbors
who have lived on Betmarlea for decades can attest that something has changed with the water levels
on the street post storms. They report that the water had not reached the 100-year flood line in the
past. Unfortunately, in the past few years they have had first hand experience with water entering their
home twice.
My concern is that the proposed building and parking lot square footage at 283 Richards Avenue would
add additional runoff to the pond system/wetlands with yet to be realized consequences.
Thank you for keeping these concerns in mind when evaluating the application at 283 Richards Avenue.
Thank you for your time,
Jennifer Hartmann

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission
My name is Gurpreet Singh and I reside at 4 Elm St, Apartment 5, Norwalk. I have lived here for 5+ years
with my family. As a member of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk, we are
seeking the support and approval of our special permit application pending before your Commission. Our
congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited that
plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other denominations
who practice their religion here.
Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects
and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship,
and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit. Our Sunday
service is open to the community and we invite you to visit.

Thanks
Sincerely,

Gurpreet Singh

Dear Director Kleppin and members of the Zoning Commission
My name is Amrit Kaur Kalsi and I reside at 519 ½ Flax Hill Road in Norwalk. I am writing this support
letter in reference to a Special Permit application by the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation (GTBJF)
I have lived here for more than two years and as amember of GTBJF, I go to gurudwara on West Avenue
in Norwalk for Sunday services. I am seeking your support for the approval of our special permit
application pending before your Commission to construct a modern facility at 283 Richards
Avenue Norwalk,
Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited
that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.
The proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects
and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship,
and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit. Our
Sunday service is open to the community and we invite you to visit.
Thanks
Sincerely,
Amrit Kaur Kalsi

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Kuldip Samra and I reside at 10 Long Close Road in Stamford with my family. We have
moved from England and lived here for 22 plus years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for
more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Kuldip Samra

Dear Chairman Schulman, Director Kleppin and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Mohinder Singh Kalsi and I reside at 519 ½ Flax Hill Road in Norwalk with my family. As
always you have been great supporter of the residents of the city of Norwalk. I appreciate your kindness
and guidance in accordance with the city regulations.
I am writing this letter in support of a "Special Permit" application by the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Foundation (GTBJF).for a proposed Religious Center 283 Richards Avenue, Norwalk CT.
Just for your information, I moved from New York and lived here for 2+ years. I am a members of the
GTBJF gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. This congregation has been part of the Norwalk
community and outreach programs for more than 25 years (refer attached bulletin) and we are excited
that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations that practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday Service at
our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk. The schedule of services was
already submitted and anybody is welcome to attend.
The proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit. Should you have
questions, don't hesitate to contact me.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Mohinder Singh Kalsi, P.E.

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission:
My name is Ranjit Singh Samra and I reside at 10 Long Close Road in Stamford with my family. We
have lived here for 25 years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue
in Norwalk. Our congregation has been an active part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years
and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many
other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Sincerely,
Ranjit S. Samra

Dear Chairman and Members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Imreet Singh and I reside at 153 Pease Ave, Fairfield, CT with my family. We have moved
from Stamford CT and lived here for 2+years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara

on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25
years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the
many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Imreet Singh and Manmeet Arora

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Raj Sethi and I reside at 33 Princes Pine Road in West Norwalk with my
family. We have lived in Norwalk for 17 years and my children attend/have attended the
Norwalk public schools.
We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and
we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a new building for our place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape
architects and traffic engineers, and the proposed gurudwara on Richards Avenue
complies with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place or worship, and
once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city. I hope
that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit.
Sincerely,
Raj Sethi

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission
My name is Amandeep Kaur and I reside at 40 Southport Ridge, Southport,
CT 06890. I have lived here for two years with my family. As a member of
the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk, we are
seeking the support and approval of our special permit application pending
before your Commission. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk
community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are
progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many
other denominations who practice their religion here.

Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers to comply with the
various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship, and once
constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for
special permit. Our Sunday service is open to the community and we invite
you to visit.
Thanks

Sincerely,
Amandeep Kaur
Ph: 718-766-9111

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Barjinder Singh and I reside at 40 Southport Ridge, Southport,
CT 06890 in Norwalk with my family. We have moved from New York and
lived here for two years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of
the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans
are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many
other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you
to visit on any Sunday Service at our existing place of worship located at 622
West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed
by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and
complies with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of
worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the
neighborhood and the city of Norwalk.
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special
permit.
Thanks
Sincerely,
Barjinder Singh
718-200-9433

Dear Steve:

As a homeowner of the property on 22C Betmarlea Rd, Norwalk and a resident of Norwalk for more
than 30 years, I am very concern about the proposed new GTB Sikh Religious Center on 283 Richards
Avenue. While I would never advocate the denial of anyone the right to worship in our city, the
proposed 18,000 SF building on 1.01 acre lot with a possible 50+ parking spaces is not practical. Please
take a serious look at the proposal and the adverse impact the building will have to the ecosystem and
the community.
Thanks,
Adam Kuta
Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Amandeep Singh and I reside at 96 georhe Avenue Norwalk with my family. We lived here
for 8 years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our
congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited that
plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other denominations
who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and
regulations applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the
neighborhood and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.
Thanks
Sincerely,

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Satinderpal Saini and I reside at 21 honeysuckle Drive in Norwalk with my famly. We are
members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has
been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are
progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other denominations who
practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Satinderpal Saini
21 honeysuckle Drive

Norwalk CT 06851

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Dharminder Singh and I reside at 26 Greenlea Ln in Norwalk with my family. We moved from
Norwalk to Weston in July 2021. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West
Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years
and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many
other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks.
Sincerely,
Dharminder Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Bakhshish Singh and I reside at 26 Greenlea Ln with my family. We moved from Norwalk to
Weston in July 2021. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in
Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are
excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks.
Sincerely,
Bakhshish Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Gagandeep Singh and I reside at 26 Greenlea Ln in Weston with my family. We moved from
Norwalk to Weston in July. We lived in Norwalk for about 13 years. We are members of the Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk

community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper
place of worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Gagandeep Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Ravinder Kaur Dilbag Singh and I reside at Milford CT with my family. We are members of
the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation/gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has
been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years with many limitations and difficulties. We are
excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship that will meet our needs.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk.
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Ravinder Kaur Dilbag Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission
My name is Kulbir Singh Saini and I reside at 105 quirk rd, Milford, CT. I have been a member of Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji foundation Gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk for the last 14 years. As a member, I
am seeking the support and approval of our special permit application pending before your Commission.
Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited
that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.
Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects
and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship,
and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit. Our Sunday
service is open to the community and we invite you to visit.

Thanks
Sincerely,

-----------------------------------Kulbir Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Chattarbir Singh and I reside at 18 Rosebud Dr in Trumbull, CT with my family. We are
members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has
been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are
progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other denominations who
practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Chattarbir Singh

To Steve Kleppin,
I have just been notified that there is an application for Special Permit to build at 283 Richards
Avenue and the proposed building shows that there will not be enough sufficient parking for
such a congregation. If in fact the notice I received is stating all truth, then I believe that this is
not acceptable for West Norwalk Residents. Norwalk Community College has expanded and
cars are parked everywhere throughout the neighborhood even though there are two major
parking lots.
There is traffic that is increasing everywhere throughout Fairfield county and Norwalk is
extremely busy. I see more and more cars driving down West Norwalk Road that come from NY
and when they try and take a left hand turn onto the Post Road, it backs up and backs up
because there is no signal.
Stop approving these places that have no right being built with no appropriate parking
compacity. Also, West Norwalk is a residential area and they should stay that way.
How about improving downtown Norwalk. There is plenty of acreage to build on Main Street or
old buildings that can be renewed by tearing them down!
Thank you,
Janet Bogardus
97 W. Norwalk Rd

West Norwalk, CT

Dear Steve,
My name is Jeff Danziger and my family and I live at 282 Richards Avenue in Norwalk. I'm writing today
to express my concern about the proposed Gurdwara house of worship directly across from our house
at 283 Richards Ave.
We are alarmed by the implications of an 18,000 sq ft structure on a one-acre residential lot and what
the ramifications will be for us and our neighbors. We recognize that everyone has the right to worship
but we don't think it's proper to insert a commercial structure of any kind on a AAA residential lot when
the density overpowers everything around it. Furthermore, as it is, the traffic near the intersection of
Richard's Ave and Fillow St is busy enough without adding the additional stress of another house of
worship only steps away from that corner.
We are particularly concerned that in their application they are downplaying the amount of people that
will be traveling in and out of there on a regular basis. It is our understanding that the Gurdwara is open
24 hours a day / 7 days a week aside from their services and school functions (which they also appear to
be downplaying). Also, it is our understanding that they will be hosting weddings there as well. Since
they are planning to spend millions on this project it only stands to reason that they want to grow their
congregation and that will inevitably include larger and larger services and celebrations.
So, we ultimately are concerned about a host of things including the following: traffic, parking
overflow, noise and lighting at all hours on top of looking at a mammoth structure that is totally out of
place on a lot so small within a residentially zoned area. For the neighbors surrounding the site, we are
also very concerned regarding the negative effect on our property values if this gets approved.
I'd be happy to stop in and discuss our concerns with you in more detail as well. Thank you for your
consideration on this matter and we certainly hope that this applicant (who already owns and operates
out of a more viable location in town) can find a more appropriate spot in Norwalk or the surrounding
towns to house a house of worship of this size and magnitude.
With best regards,
Jeff Danziger
282 Richards Ave
Norwalk, CT 06850

Correspondences from 10.25.21 – 11..21
Dear Mr. Mayor and Mr. Kleppin,
The attached email is probably easier to read but the letter is printed within this email as well
Dear Mr. Kleppin and Mayor Rilling,
I moved to Norwalk in June 2020 during the pandemic and live on Betmarlea Road. I bought a
house large enough to eventually entertain future grandchildren and have invested money into
the house. I like my house and the neighborhood but am deeply disturbed by the proposed
house of Worship at 283 Richards Avenue.
To walk by 283 Richards Avenue as I do living right around the corner, I find the current
proposal to be so unfathomable, I cannot believe I have to spend time worrying about this. Lack
of parking, increased traffic, noise, lights, tearing down woods between Richards and Betmarlea
will dramatically negatively impact the quality of life for all existing residents. Wealth destruction
in the form of reduced property values will be considerable.
Having done more research, I understand that Steve Kleppin and Bryan Baker, as professional
as they may be, are not residents of Norwalk so this is just business for them. They do not care
about the rights of existing residents. I gather there two biggest issues are Septic & Well along
with parking.
Let’s review all the issues:
•

Parking: There is not enough parking for an 18,000 sq. foot building with just 53
parking spots. This is absolutely crazy!!!
•

Traffic: Richards Avenue has a school, 2 cemetary’s, a new Senior Living Center
being built and Norwalk Community College. Richards Avenue is already an
incredibly busy road!!! Add this House of Worship monstrosity and their plan to offer
free lunches every day and you will make Richards Avenue unbearable to drive.
• Well/Septic: It's questionable if the planned system is adequate, but if they grow the
congregation in the new massive building 3x the size of their current house of worship, it will not
be adequate. This leads to the discussion of what the applicant’s growth plans are!
• Growth: The representatives for the Applicant say the congregation will not grow due to
"flat population growth in the State of CT and low demand", but one has to question that view
since this new structure would become the largest, grandest Sikh temple in the state of CT and
Westchester County where they say they draw from. How can they make such false claims?
Population growth in CT has surged during the pandemic, families have been forced to
purchase homes further away due to rising real estate.

If they do not plan to grow, what is wrong with their existing structure at 622 West Avenue?
•

622 West Ave: The Applicant owns a nice building in the commercial business
district of Norwalk which has plenty of on-site, on-street and off-site parking as well as
public transportation outside. They have been worshipping there for 25 years and the
City allows them to expand to up to 6 stories.
• Budget: The Applicant is trying to raise $3.5 million on their website now to upgrade their
facility- they could use 1/2 of that to expand their current location and not have to worry about
growth, parking and they will be on city water/city sewer. The solution already exists!!! They
should stay put and expand/upgrade existing facility. They say they do not want to grow, what
do they really want???
• Size of Building: If they insist on building at 283 Richards Ave, they need to
dramatically reduce the size of the building to allow for more parking. A smaller
building will also "cap" their growth so the neighbors don't have to worry about
increased traffic, inadequate parking and a septic system that is too small for a large
capacity facility that can hold so many people. But if they don't plan to grow, why

do they need such a large building in the middle of a single-family
neighborhood? Something does not add up here!
• Density: Planning & Zoning specifies that buildings given a special permit to
develop in the AAA residential zone of Norwalk must be designed "in keeping with the
low density of the residential neighborhood" and this proposed structure is
"supersized" when compared to the 3 other houses of worship in West Norwalk, all
which are on way more acreage to allow for green space, wooded areas and adequate
parking.
• Conservation: The Applicant will pave over 69% of the lot and tear out a 50+
year old wooded area in the rear of the lot, serving as the only buffer between
Richards Ave and the beautiful, quiet street of Betmarlea. What are the
environmentalists going to say about this? I live on Betmarlea Road! I do not want
to stare out my bedroom window and see a 3-story dome shining its lights all
evening!
• Zoning Regulations: Unfortunately, the City of Norwalk's Planning & Zoning
department did nothing over the last 10 years to protect the AAA residential zone from
overdevelopment- even after $2 million in taxpayers dollars went to buying out another
Applicant for a special permit to building a 27,000 sq. foot house of worship on just 1.57
acres at 127 Fillow Street. This was all avoidable. Existing residents should not pay for
zoning regulation errors of the past!
•

Property Values: The commission is supposed to consider the impact on our
property values, which a local realtor with active listings in the area said would be
between 20-30% lost to each abutting neighbor if a project of this density and scale is
approved. Without question, it would absolutely destroy property values and
that factors in an existing red hot housing market. Property values have soared
from easy money and mass exodus out of New York City. Inflation is soaring. The
Federal Reserve will likely be forced to eventually raise interest rates. There will be a
massive pop in the bubble at some point. There is no program in place to reimburse
residents for the massive losses that represent the single biggest investment they
have-in their homes!!! I do not want to hear that we can apply to have our property
taxes reduced! Taxes are high and no way will the values of most residents largest
investment be protected!! In a bear market, prices in this area will drop 50%! This
will lead to ABSOLUTE WEALTH DESTRUCTION. Most of the abutting neighbors
are already retired and there is no way they will recover financially.
As a new resident and one who lives directly around the corner from where this
House of Worship is being proposed, I am angry that I have to spend time writing you
and stressing about this situation! For 20 months, we have been in a pandemic. Life
has been significantly altered. I thought I found a place to live! There is no reason for
this House of Worship to build a 3-story 18K square foot facility, open 24/7 and
serving free to a residential community that will lead to a dramatically lower quality of
life and destroy real property values for existing Norwalk residents
Any resident of Norwalk should be deeply distressed by the current proposal.
Please do the right thing and stop this proposal from moving forward. I am strongly opposed to
this proposal.
Sincerely,
Anthony Segalas
22B Betmarlea Road, Norwalk, C
Dear Mr. Kleppin and Mr. Rilling,
I am a resident and commuter that is very concerned and completely opposed to the Guru Tegh Bahadur
Ji Foundation’s (GTB) the, proposal to build the 18,000 square foot Gurdwara religious center on the 1

acre vacant lot at 283 Richards Avenue. While I have the utmost respect for everyone to have the right to
worship in our community, reality is this project is vastly oversized, would create an enormous volume of
increased traffic for a very traveled road already, and lacks sufficient parking. As a commuter this
additional unnecessary traffic merely adds to my work commute time and creates significant concern as a
resident for our safety and security.
Firstly, the floor-to-area ratio is 41% —18,000 sq ft: 1.01 acreage. The existing highest floor-to-area ratio
for houses of worship in the AAA Zone of West Norwalk is 8%. The building’s proposed square footage
exceeds all but one place of worship in this zone—which, incidentally, carries a low 6% floor-to-area
ratio.
Secondly, the increased level of traffic, and subsequent traffic noise, to and from this proposed place of
worship is of great consequential concern. While the GTB has submitted traffic surveys indicating
moderate traffic patterns along this stretch of Richards Ave. in reality it must be considered that they were
performed during Covid lockdown and NOT a valid report. As daily commuting is on the rise so, too, is the
traffic along Richards Ave. Trust me - I am a daily commuter who knows.
The congregation states in a letter to the Department of Transportation (Parking and Mobility) that
congregants travel an average of 2.5 people per car. With a congregation of 200 members the facility
should accommodate at least 80 parking spaces based on these figures. However, given the proposed
18,000 sq ft structure, the 1 acre lot can only accommodate 56 parking spaces. This estimate does not
include the Guru (1) and musicians (3) who plan to live full time at the Gurdwara religious center. From
the first day of opening the Gurdwara would be at a deficit of at least 24 parking spaces—not counting
holidays when 200+ people attend services.
The GTB’s response to this parking shortfall proposes to utilize Fox Run School’s parking lot for overflow
parking. While their lawyer, Elizabeth Suchy, told the city of Norwalk that parking is not an issue
we consider this to be an impractical solution to a long term parking situation. According to the city, Fox
Run School is not available on weekdays nor during scheduled classes or activities on weekends. As
many of the Sikh holidays fall on weekdays, such as their main festival on April 14th, we are extremely
concerned as to where the congregants will park. We can assume if Norwalk Community College grants
conditional overflow parking, NCC would also not be available during classes and weekdays for parking
as well. NCC is also 0.9 miles away from the lot. How many families with toddlers, children, and elderly
will make the 2-mile round trip walk along discontinuous sidewalk to their vehicles every Sunday? How
many will be double-parking along Richards Ave. to drop-off those that cannot, or whom wish not to, walk
this distance, which clearly is a SAFETY concern?
According to their application, with a congregation of 200 members, the proposed building is over 3 times
the size of their existing facility, which indicates exponential growth. With this growth, where will members
park noting that on the side of the road is not a solution as it only creates substantial safety concerns.
Thirdly, what is the GTB’s proposal for providing buffering of sound and light coming from the facility?
According to their website they operate 24/7 with services daily at 5AM and the last beginning at 9PM.
Larger services are every Friday night and Sunday morning, plus group meals, religious education for
children, and special events such as weddings and large days of celebration which can attract up to 500
families.
Fourthly, we of this community revere the natural landscape with its ages-old noble trees. The GTB plan
to remove all existing trees to accommodate their facility and parking spaces, replacing the natural
landscape with a man-made hardscape.
Solution: The GTB Foundation should utilize their existing facility, with 5,102 square feet, at 622 West
Avenue in Norwalk, and expanded to accommodate their growing congregation, and avoid the enormous
disruption to our community. This is the best solution for everyone affected.
Thank you for your consideration of the prospective consequences to our community relative to the
ambitious scale of the GTB religious center proposal. We wish them all the best in their search for an
accommodating building site, which is NOT 283 Richards Avenue in beautiful West Norwalk.
Sincerely,
Michael Killingsworth
5 Ridge Farms Rd.
Norwalk, CT 06850

Norwalk Mayor Harry Rilling
Norwalk Planning and Zoning Director Steven Kleppin
125 East Ave.
Norwalk, CT 08656
Dear Mayor Rilling and Director Kleppin'
Norwalk is my childhood home. I am a graduate of Brien McMahon High School, Class of '76.My
parents still live in our family home on 211 Fillow St, just across from Fox Run Elementary. My
family comes back to Norwalk on a regular basis to be with my parents and enjoy the spacious
area where I grew up. My grown children bring their children here also.
The drive to our family home comes down Richards avenue from the Post Road toward Fillow
St. The busiest property we pass on Richards Ave is the Community College. We pass Temple
Shalom on the drive but one would not know this was a religious building. There is nothing that
stands out indicating it is such a building. St. Matthew's Catholic Church is along the way as
well. It is not appreciably visible from Richards Avenue. There is a modest sign at the corner
with Scribner Rd. , but nothing more. Even if you go up Scribner Rd, The Church is set way back
from the road. The grounds of both these buildings help them to blend into their
neighborhoods and they serve the people in these neighborhoods.Many people can walk to
their religious services.
There is another Christian church, the West Norwalk Congregational Church at 275 Richards
Ave. While this building is visible from the street as a religious building, the front is still very
well landscaped to blend into the neighborhood. The church building is set considerably away
from the street. Again, many people can walk to their religious services and the church serves
those who live in the area.
What these three properties have in common is that they have designed their buildings to
blend with the area. Their lot sizes are able to accommodate their building and parking needs
without great disruption to the neighborhood. They all have green space. Based on what I have
seen of the proposed plans for the proposed Gurdwara Religious Center, the building would not
blend into the neighborhood. This building would stand out like a glaring sun on a clear
summer day. The amount of land available for the proposed building would not allow for any
green space. In a time when climate change and earth friendly are terms often heard, the
proposed Gurdwara Religious Center would not be a positive contribution to either cause.
A good neighbor works with those whom they live by. One can't help but wonder if those
building the Gurdwara Religious Center hope to push out the long term residents on either side
of their lot to expand their Center. This begs the question, why here? I encourage you to take a
drive down Richards Avenue. Look at the area. Is this where such a center, with minimal setback from the street and essentially zero lot-line building would fit in? Would such a center
bring any benefits to residents who live in the immediate area where the center is proposed?
Thanks for your time.
Leslie Breen
a past and possible future Norwalk resident currently at
14315 S. Stoneygrove Loop
Houston, TX 77084

Dear Mr. Skleppin:
My wife and I, both seniors, reside at 10 Beechwood Rd. in Norwalk, approximately 1/2
mile from the proposed location. We use Richards Ave., Fox Run Rd. and Fillow Rd.
daily as our primary north/south means for many of our essentials and activities.
The proposed structure would create more traffic and pollution, and generally decrease
the quality of life in an already busy area of Norwalk. There are already at least three
houses of worship, a college, an elementary school, a nursery school, a pubic golf course,
and four cemeteries. We think that our neighborhood has absorbed its share of
community projects. There's no reason why a more appropriate location can't be found
which will not produce as many complications as this project would in our
neighborhood. Frankly, it's hard to believe that a facility as large as the proposed one
could survive in such a small area. We have no objection to reasoned growth but do
object to which would negatively impact any one neighborhood excessively.
Unfortunately, we oppose the construction of an additional public facility in
our neighborhood at 283 Richards Ave.
Thank you for your consideration.
George and Kathleen Eichen
My name is RoseMary Fratarcangelo. My husband and I have been living on Fireside
Court in Norwalk since we moved to Connecticut in 1974.
Our street is between Temple Shalom and the Congregational Church, both on Richards
Avenue. We also have St. Matthews Church and recreation center on Scribner Avenue.
We have Fox Run School within a few blocks of our house and Norwalk Community College less
than a mile away from us.
As the years have gone by, we have had more and more traffic on Richards Avenue. A
lot of the time now, it takes a while to turn out of our street.
Not only when the temple worships, but also with the daycare they have, we have cars
park on our street. On a holyday, Richards Avenue has cars parked along the road and all the
way down our street. We have requested that the congregation only park on one side of our
street, if they have to, otherwise it is difficult to drive up and down our street and we are
certain that a fire truck would not be able to help us if we have an emergency!!!
A couple of weeks ago, we got notice that a group would like to build a House of
Worship between the Congregational Church and Fox Run School.
It would be a big problem for the neighborhood with all the extra traffic and for our street,
because they could easily walk from there to their temple and will end up parking on our street
also.
A few years ago, someone else was trying to build a temple on Fillow Street and that was
turned down. That would have been a fiasco!!!
If the laws were changed at that time saying this was not allowed on small plots of land or if it
would bring so much extra traffic to an already overloaded area, we wouldn’t be having to go
through this fight again!!!!
We have no issue with anyone having the right to worship…but our neighborhood has enough
larger buildings in a small area.
We also heard that they would use NCC for overflow parking…that is ridiculous!

I graduated from NCC and know that at certain times there is not sufficient parking for the
students and staff.
If people park there, they are certainly not going to walk from NCC to the temple. Are we now
going to be adding buses to the traffic?
Please take all these issues into consideration and stop this building from happening!!!
Sincerely,
RoseMary Fratarcangelo
14 Fireside Court
Norwalk
To whom it may concern:
I write in regard to the application for special permit with the Zoning Commission for the Gurdwara
center at 283 Richards Ave.
I would welcome a religious institution such as this in our neighborhood. However, building it at the
proposed location will put strain on an already extremely busy intersection.
This is a high volume traffic area directly across the street from an elementary school. With the given
amount of traffic I see there on a regular basis, the town will need to put in a traffic light or make other
serious engineering modifications to the roads and intersection.
Please consider these concerns in your decision-making on the topic.
Respectfully,
Tyler Deieso
50 Princes Pine Road
Norwalk, CT 06850
Good morning Mr. Kleppin,
I'm a resident of West Norwalk who frequently uses the crosswalks at the intersection of Fillow Street
and Richards Ave. I notice, during the last few months, and especially as school has resumed, a
substantial increase in traffic at this intersection. The traffic makes it more competitive to cross the
street with a baby stroller at the crosswalk.
We have learned of the Sikh Religious Center's application for a Special Permit at 283 Richards Ave. I'm
all for a new religious center (especially given the vibrancy that both the church and synagogue just
down the street on Richards Ave. bring to the neighborhood), but I feel that the proposed size of the
building and parking lot are simply too enormous for the scale of the lot and location near the
intersection.
Primarily, my concerns are:
1. An increase in traffic with the 56 proposed parking spots - if the center aims to attract 200
congregants now, and triple that in the future, where will everyone park? The street does not have
ample parking. I worry about pedestrian traffic and the uptick in cars.
2. The scale of the proposed structure and parking lot in relation to the total area of the lot. Both the
synagogue and church sit on more expansive properties, with plenty of space for grass, trees and plants.
The parking lots do not overwhelm the scale of the properties. To build so large a structure on 283

Richards Ave, with a large parking lot, will entirely overwhelm the lot and require the removal of all of
the mature existing trees. The renderings for the structure are impressive, and it would surely be
beautiful, but I believe it would just be too large proportionally for the given amount of space.
Please consider these thoughts when weighing the application for Special Permit for 283 Richards Ave.
We risk turning a residential, leafy part of the Richards/Fillow intersection into an overflow parking lot,
which would be difficult for pedestrians, other cars, and of course schoolbuses, snowplows and
emergency vehicles.
Thank you,
Claire Deieso
50 Princes Pine Rd.
Dear Mayor Rilling and Steve Kleppin,
I write to you in opposition to the “Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation” (GTBJ) application for Special
Permit with the Zoning Commission of Norwalk to build a Sikh Religious Center (Gurdwara). As a resident of
West Norwalk for oner 54 years, I have no objection to the building of an additional religious house of
worship here. My objections relate to the size of the building as it relates to the size of the parcel, the lack of
sufficient parking for its congregates, the impact of tree removal on the existing flood situation, and the
location of the building close to the intersection with Fillow Street, and the implications of illegal street
parking resulting from the lack of parking space availability.
The parcel is a 1 acre piece of land on which the proposed building occupies over 41% of the parcel, more
than 5 times the comparable land use ratios for the other religious institutions in the area. The building of a
facility of that size will require the removal of the trees between the parcel and Betmarlea Rd, a residential
street on which I have lived for over half a century. Only recently have we had flooding problems. The recent
Ida incident on September 1 and 2 has caused major flooding, resulting in massive damage to our homes. The
impact of the tree removal can only exacerbate the current situation.
The provision of 56 parking spaces provided in the proposal would appear totally insufficient for a
congregation of even the current size, based upon their worship and holiday schedules. When you consider
their probable growth plans, it is intolerable that we should consider the plan acceptable. Richards Avenue is
a busy, heavily trafficked street, with cars, school buses and trucks. It is one lane in each direction, and noted
above, close to the intersection with Filllow Street, where the Fox Run elementary school is located. Any cars
parked on the street due to the insufficiency of on site parking will cause dangerous situations, such as
vehicles going into on coming traffic lanes and causing traffic backups. I would urge you and the Commission
members to visit the site before acting on the proposal.
I hope you will give considerations to the concerns expressed. Approval of a special permit would be an
affront to the local residents and the West Norwalk community and its needs and interests.
Sincerely,
Edith K.Davidson

Good Morning Mr. Kleppin,
I am writing to urge you to deny approval of the above proposal on Richards Avenue.
Because of the expansions of Norwalk Community College the traffic on Richards
Avenue has become unsustainable. There are now on street parking slots where there
once was none to sustain the increased enrollment. Besides that we have St. Matthews
church, Temple Shalom, Two nursery schools and Fox Run Elementary school. The
proposal would place an 18,000 SF structure on a one acre piece of property. That is
40% of the lot. In order to place proper fire entrance and exits, emergency vehicle
lanes-- this is just not an adequete site for this proposal. Add in the various religious

holidays and you are looking at possible delays for school busses to deliver children to
Fox Run Elementary school. Richards avenue is saturated with traffic. This communityy
will suffer from any more commercial traffic and overuse.
Thank you
Truman Curtis
14 Priscilla Road, Norwalk CT 06850

I am writing today regarding the proposed Sikh Gurdwara at 283 Richards Ave in
West Norwalk. As a homeowner in Norwalk (1224 Foxboro) and a person that
grew up in West Norwalk (on Douglas Drive) I’d like to add my opinion to this
issue.
I am happy that the Sikh community wants to have space in Norwalk, but I worry
about the sheer size of the building vs the small size of the lot they’ve purchased
on Richards Ave. As a child I attended Temple Shalom on RIchards Ave, but that
is a five acre lot with the synagogue set back, with plenty of room for parking on
most days. The United Church nearby is a much smaller structure than planned
at 283 Richards, and is on 2.5 acres of property, also set back and down a hill.
Putting an 18,000 square foot building on ONE acre right at the road seems
absurd. They can’t possibly have enough room to hold any major event with
parking and will never have room to expand their membership at this location.
I hope the Sikh community can find a suitable place here in Norwalk for their
Gurdwara, but the Richards Ave location does not seem to be the right spot. I
hope the city keeps this in mind as you consider letting such a large facility be
built on such a small lot, even if they attempt to fit some of the rules. It will not be
a good fit for this residential neighborhood. If this were a five plus acre site it
might work, but as it is now, it will NOT be a good addition to the area. Please
help them find a more suitable location for the Gurdwara.
Jonathan Trost
jonathan@trost.org
714-469-9320

November 12, 2021
To Steve Kleppin,
I am writing this letter to express my opposition to the Sikh Religious Center being
proposed on Richards Avenue.
The size of the structure is massive and would not fit in with the surrounding
neighborhood houses or other structures of worship. The Sikh structure's acreage to
square footage ratio is 1 acre to 18,000 square feet, and is excessive compared to the
acreage to square footage ratio of the other houses of worship in the area as shown
below.

1. United Church of Christ 2,137 square feet per acre of land
2. Saint Matthew's Church 2,415 square feet per acre of land
3. Temple Shalom 3,570 square feet per acre of land
4. Sikh Religious Center 18,000 square feet per acre of land
The first three houses of worship indicated above are also set way back from the street
and occupy many acres of open land. I do not believe an 18,000 square foot structure
on only one acre of land will look anything like the settings of these other structures.
These other house of worship are also only one story high where it looks like the Sikh
structure is two stories. It will be an eye sore! And not to mention the parking and flow of
traffic issues that will accompany such a structure.
Sincerely,
Laurie and Dennis Warfield
18 Redcoat Road
Norwalk, CT 06850

Dear Mr. Kleppin and May Brilling
I am most concerned about the proposed use of a one acre property almost opposite my home. I have
no problem with the Sikh temple, and there are already two other religious buildings with much more
parking available on Richards Avenue, plus the large Catholic church facility around the corner. This is a
small property, and they propose a religious school as well, with not nearly adequate parking space, and
thus daily spillover on an already busy street, ie, Richards Avenue.
This will not only negatively impact the neighborhood on Richards Avenue, but will also make for a
traffic nightmare, with Norwalk Community College and all of the greater neighbors who use Richards
Avenue.
While I have never been involved in opposition local politics before, I have resided on Richards Avenue
since 2000, and I foresee only problems ahead for the entire neighborhood, if this is allowed to be
developed and used as proposed as a Sikh Gurdwara. There are about 200 members, who will be
coming and going with automobiles, and this is much too close to the intersection of Richards and
Fillow, with a middle school there, and simply no place to put cars. Just as difficult, the cars pulling in
and out will cause a traffic and a noise hazard. Temple Sholom, for example, has 5 acres. On the few
high holidays with many cars, they have a police access and blockade.
This is impossible to conceive for the use envisioned and needed by the Sikh community. They have
weekday holidays and holidays, and with daily school children being dropped off for their classes, this
will be a major negative problem for this neighborhood. Please take these concerns seriously, as they
will negatively impact many.
Thank you for your attention.
Sincerely,
Jane Mattson Shapiro.

Jane Mattson Shapiro, PhD
286 Richards Ave.
Norwalk, Connecticut 06850
H:203-838-6009
C: 203-247-1560

Dear Mr. Kleppin,
It has come to our attention that the property at 283 Richards Avenue may be sold to an
organization which plans to build and maintain a house of worship.
This news, as residents of nearby Little Fox Lane, is very distressing to us for several reasons.
First, this is a quiet residential neighborhood that already has a few churches. These already
established
organizations have adequate parking facilities. The property in question is only adequate for a
private residential house. There is no room for parking and the proposed idea that
the congregants can park at the nearby schools is not OK. It is not fair to the schools nor to the
congregants who would have to walk and cross streets. Nor is it fair to the nearby residents
who will undoubtedly have to deal with cars parked all over their streets.
Also the neighborhood does not need the extra strain on our systems such as sewer and
water and other demands that a large facility puts on our infrastructure. I'm sure there are
other more suitable lots for this organization to purchase and to thrive in, perhaps in a more
commercial zone.
I hope you and your colleagues will seriously consider the concerns of the residents of West
Norwalk about this matter. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Ernesta and Andra Corvino
Ernesta Corvino
14 Little Fox Lane
Norwalk, CT 06850
Dear Mr. Kleppin,
I am writing to you to again expressing my concerns with the development of the property at 283
Richards Avenue.
As a 36 year resident of West Norwalk, I am asking you to consider the impact that a the proposed
building will have on our neighborhood.
The 18,000 sq. ft house of worship will diminish the quality of life for all who live in West Norwalk by
increasing traffic in an already high traffic zone. It is evident that there will not be enough parking to
support the size of the congregation, and the obvious growth they are projecting by tripling the size of
their current House of Worship located on West Avenue, this will create street parking that will not only
impact Richards Avenue but also the side streets of Fireside and Betmarlea Road.
The plans include tearing down woods that are the only buffer between Richards Avenue and Betmarlea
Road. The neighbors on all sides of the structure contend with consistent noise & lights from vehicles
coming and going will directly impact from many West Norwalk neighbors.

Eight years ago our neighborhood faced this same concern on Fillow Street. Our elected officials were
remiss when the Planning & Zoning regulations were not revised after the Mosque project on
Fillow Street.
This is not the first time our city has dealt with the concern about the impact of a large structure being
built on a too small piece of land. Norwalk taxpayers deserve better.
Sincerely,
Paula Napoletano
Hello Mr Skleppin
My name is Greg Augustyniak.
I’m West Norwalk resident at 201 Scribner Ave.
I’d like to write express my concerns regarding the Sikh project at 283 Richards Ave.
On the beginning I want to strongly mark that I’m not up against the religion practice.
We’re having to churches around Scribner and Richards Ave, however these two places have enough
parking lots to accommodate all parishioners and because of that it doesn’t create any traffic problems
in the area.
Also this lot is almost on the corner of the street Richards and Fillow st where is Fox run elementary
school that this additionally will increase the traffic problems.
Again I’m not against for this religion society but in my opinion and other my neighbors 1 acre lot in
residential zone is not right for this type of project.
Respectfully
Greg Augustyniak.
Hello,
Obviously, this is a ridiculously simple question...there is absolutely no precedent in any town for putting
a structure that size, on a parcel that small, in any residential area!
Congregants would be coming from all over the Tri Stare area...with nothing but trash and parking
problems for us,the people who live here.
This isn’t a “once a week” issue,...vibrant places of worship have constant traffic all week, we all know
this.
The notion that “5 person minimum” carpools would appease you is beyond comprehension.
Please do not allow outside pressure to affect tax paying citizens of our town
Regards
Andrew Hanrahan

283 Richards Ave
Please, please, please vote not to allow this project to move forward. Vote NO
Brian McDonald

November 28, 2021
Dear Mayor Rilling and Mr. Kleppin,
As I write this, I am beside myself, as a resident of West Norwalk for over 25 years, that we are ONCE
AGAIN in a debate over an 18,000 square foot monstrosity on a 1.01 residential acre of land. Deja vu,
another nightmare! I distinctly remember, after the last awful fight and hearings over the Al-Madany
Mosque fiasco, where the city ended up battling and costing us taxpayers over a 2 million litigation &
settlement, an authority on the case advising the city (including you, Mayor Rilling) to get its act
together and revise our antiquated zoning loopholes, or these cases would repeat. I guess you never
learned anything nor took any action to make corrective improvement to our zoning laws to protect
your residents’ AAA neighborhoods as you had promised. You sat back and waited for another attack on
Norwalk’s wound which wasn’t even healed, and we are the victims paying the hefty price once
again. What is going on in this city? Where is the accountability?
Speaking of accountability, this past week I attended a meeting at Ponus Ridge Middle School (PRMS),
our prided K-8 STEAM school approved of through a master Board of Education long-term plan
approved by the city. At this meeting, I found out this master Board of Education plan, (which was
extensively researched and included “buy-ins” from very thoughtful stakeholders throughout the
community of Norwalk and was successfully passed 5 years ago), was blatantly ignored and discarded in
a few days by the Superintendent Dr. Estrella asking for a BOE vote to adopt a change to the future of
PRMS without any public notice or posting or comment from residents of Norwalk or parents and
students of PRMS or from the West Norwalk Community. Our promised and anxiously awaited new K-8
STEAM school, on which many of us planned and based decisions to live here, was given away right out
from under us, in secret and with an impromptu vote. How much can West Norwalk take?
I am VERY concerned, as both a resident, community member, and a local Realtor. What is (or is not)
going on in this city behind closed doors? Why are these failed plans and actions being rammed down
the throats of West Norwalk residents? Those of us who chose the West Norwalk Community for its
low-density beauty and bought expensive homes bearing high taxes in this beautiful and historic
neighborhood, did so for a reason. It is getting harder and harder to promote Norwalk and retain
residents when we see no transparency, accountability, or support from Norwalk’s Leadership.
Why are we even TALKING about an 18,000 SF structure of ANY kind on ONE ACRE of land smack dab on
an already-congested residentially-zoned intersection between two houses of worship and a school, (all
of which, by the way, are set-back on MUCH more acreage. I’m sure the studies and land-use proportion
scales are still available somewhere from the last lawsuit). Need I mention the Community College and
large assisted living facility just down the street? The hypothetical rumors of congregations coming from
New York and all over Fairfield County 5 to a car 24/7 so that they “might” fit on not-enough remaining
asphalt on a regular day is almost comical, were the entire proposal not so pathetic. It is preposterous
and everyone knows it. We are rolling our eyes “here we go again,” and are disgusted this is even up for
discussion.
Perhaps these organizations learned they could sue and win multi-million-dollar lawsuits, so they will all
keep doing it again. Why wouldn’t they-seems pretty lucrative for them. It’s just our lifestyles, property
values, and tax dollars at stake, not theirs and probably not yours. When will the zoning dept/city ever
work to preserve our quiet, residential neighborhoods? We all pay high taxes, even though many of us in
West Norwalk don’t even get basic city services here, and many of our schools are FAILING! We are all

getting tired of it and are wondering when the next proposal will be the house next door instead of just
down the street!
It has been very disheartening and quite embarrassing lately to receive calls from friends and clients
who enthusiastically purchased and invested in homes in Norwalk, only to tell me they now regret it and
would never have bought here “knowing what they know now” and based on this past decade of steady
school decline, crazy zoning issues and failed city government. Sadly, many of these upstanding
community members are looking to leave. How, and with what, do you plan to attract more great
people who pay our high taxes? Please let me know, because I haven’t a clue, without some major fixes
occurring.
I beg you to put these ridiculous proposals to bed once and for all. Listen to your taxpayers who invested
in this bucolic neighborhood for lifetimes. I know too many long-term residents with one foot out the
door right now waiting to see if you will stand up for them or roll over and drive us out one by one. Is
that what you want? Which is it? Please do not be intimidated and steamrolled but do what you
promised you’d do and were elected to do for the residents of these communities. The integrity of this
beautiful neighborhood and community are worth fighting for, as it is among Norwalk’s finest!
Sincerely,
Karen Finn
16 Coachmans Ct.
Norwalk
Dear Mr. Kleppin and Mr. Rilling,
We are writing to express our extreme disappointment and worry about the too large for the plot Sikh
Gurdwara.
We live down the road and often take long walks in the neighborhood up through and around West
Norwalk, as well as drive by Fox Run School almost every day for the last 18 years.
We are in disbelief that the city zoning regulations would allow a building of that size to be built on a
plot of land that small.
We notice the new addition to St Matthew Church and the size of that still fits the neighborhood since
it’s proportionate to the land plot. There are still many tall trees surrounding.
The plans for the new Gurdwara sound like:
- They must take down all trees and there wouldn’t be room for landscaping
- They are replacing grass and wooded area with asphalt
- Too many cars planned for not enough parking spaces (in all our 18 years it’s only on certain annual
holidays that the religion organizations need on-street parking. Weekly should not be tolerated as it’s
not in keeping with the neighborhood.)
- There is no way that each car would carry 5 occupants all the time. How could zoning think this would
be a true statement on their part? It’s not logical.
I hope the city can see that the plot of land simply does not support their building plans.

Kathryn and Ken Jones
6 Bonnybrook Road
Norwalk 06850
Hi I am asking both of you to not allow this structure to be built. It will create so much traffic. The
owners are being accurate on the daily amount of cars. I drive this way daily and don’t want more cars
on Richards ave. This is a AAA zoned neighborhood and a 18,000 building doesn’t fit in.
Thanks.
Karen Murray
9 Douglas drive
Dear Mayor Rilling,
I am really outraged at this and that we have to go through this again. When you buy a house in the A3
zone, in an established residential area why should we have to worry about land use changing? I looked
up the temple which is on 5+ acres, Saint Mathews 21+ acres, the Christian church 5+ acres and I do not
understand how the city can take a one acre parcel and grant something like this. Anyone who lives in
the area knows that at different times of the year these establishments have overflowing parking into
the streets and surrounding neighborhoods. They have so much more land than this proposed building
site. This was a residential dwelling before it was demolished and this was marketed as a residential
building lot! There are so many areas in Norwalk that are zoned for business/religious purposes and the
surrounding homeowners know this prior to their investments. These poor homeowners in this A3 zone
never thought that there back yard would become a commercial establishment.
I wonder it you would let this happen in your backyard???
Thank you,
Susan Vincent & Richard Vincent

Dear Mr. Kleppin and Commissioners,
I am writing this letter to express my OPPOSITION to the approval of a special
zoning permit submitted by Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation to build an oversized
building for mixed purposes on the 1.01 acre lot at 283 Richards Avenue, a AAA
residential zone in
West Norwalk.
Having grown up in West Norwalk on Betmarlea Road, I am well acquainted with the
rural nature of the area. I still live within one-half mile of this location and use that road
and intersection daily. I have two primary concerns about this project.
1) The proposed building is oversized for this lot. Plans that I have seen will require a
significant portion of the property to be dedicated to the 18,000 sq. ft. structure and the
parking spaces, which will not be enough to meet the needs of this congregation. The
proposal of carpooling or valet parking will not alter the fact that it is too high density for
this area. There will be no way to monitor the carpooling, and the overflow cannot be

accommodated in any nearby parking lots. There will be little if any 'natural' buffer
between the the structure and parking and the adjoining four neighbors and across the
street neighbors. What was once a private, tree-lined view for the neighbors will now be
replaced with a bold, multi-level structure or a concrete wall. This will do nothing for the
property value of the homes that have been there for 70 - 277 years.
2) I am greatly concerned about the long-term effect that the additional traffic will
have on an already busy intersection. Richards Avenue is a main artery from the Merritt
Parkway to Route 1. The traffic is already heavy when Fox Run School is opening and
dismissing. When NCC was built on Richards Avenue, it added a considerable amount
of traffic, noticeable especially at the Richards/Fillow 3-way intersection and the 4-way
intersection at Richards and Scribner Ave. The driveway for this property is close to the
Richards & Fillow intersection. Multiple cars entering and exiting the property from either
direction can cause a bottleneck, especially at high traffic times. Richards Avenue is the
main road to all the commercial properties on the Post Road - Costco, Walmart, Home
Depot, Stop & Shop and the Shoprite and Darinor plazas, along with numerous smaller
businesses and restaurants. Once you approve this additional traffic (at all hours of the
day), you can't rescind the decision.
I've heard comments made that the city is hesitant to deny this permit based on past
history with another religious group being denied the Red House on Fillow Street. This
Richards Avenue property is smaller and in a far busier location. Neighbors are closer to
the proposed building as well.
I know you have been provided with detailed concerns about this proposal, but I want
to reiterate the concern that so many of the residents have. We are not in support of the
increased road congestion and high-density usage for this area. Countless other people
who already use these roads on a daily basis will be impacted as well. Counting Crows
said it well in "Big Yellow Taxi", "Don't it always seem to go that you don't know what
you've got 'til it's gone, They paved paradise to put up a parking lot." Don't let this
happen here.
Please, keep West Norwalk low-density, respect the neighbors, some of whom have
lived in this neighborhood for 70 years. This is not a good decision for the tax-paying
residents of West Norwalk.
Sincerely,
Fred & Betsy DeFinis
1 Imperial Drive
Norwalk, CT 06854

Dear Mr. Kleppin,
I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed construction of a Sikh Gurdwara at 283 Richards Avenue. I
am sympathetic to the congregation’s desire to create a new building for their church but I do not feel that this
property is of sufficient size to fit their needs, specifically their need for parking.
I am sure you are already aware that the three pre-existing churches within a five minute walk have significantly
more parking (and green space). I understand that the parking requirement is based upon the fixed seating within
the Gurdwara. In the Applicant's most recent response regarding parking spaces and fixed seating at the proposed
Gurdwara, they write, "The type of seating that would be installed in the prayer hall may or may not be "fixed"."
As per section 118-1220 A. (1) of Norwalk's zoning codes, worship halls lacking pews, benches, or chairs , etc. shall
be considered NON-FIXED SEATING and the maximum seating capacity is determined by dividing the hall and areas
intended for occupation by 7 square feet.
This is how the Applicant determined their parking needs in 1997 for their Gurdwara at 622 West Avenue and is
also how the Muslim mosque determined their parking needs at 1 Union Park in Norwalk. Zoning laws have not
been updated since and there is ample precedence that this is how this section is to be interpreted.
From the emails I have read, this section of the zoning law is not being applied to the proposed Gurdwara. And
from the different congregant numbers that have been given to the City of Norwalk, it appears that the Applicant
is trying to reverse engineer the seating chart to accommodate their parking.
I understand that the Applicant has already purchased this property and is eager to build their church there and is
looking to make this property fit their needs. But I cannot understand the vagueness about what type of seating is
being is being installed, especially since it is my understanding that a Gurdwara, for religious purposes, cannot
have fixed seating.
It is clear which zoning code should apply to the church for calculating parking. The function and use of the
Gurdwara is the same as in 1997 and so the proposed building should be using the same zoning codes, those codes
have not changed either. Since the church has not yet been built, the Applicant has time to update their plans to
follow the correct zoning code. If more parking needs to be provided, the Applicant will still be able to redesign the
church at this stage.
I am concerned about the safety of the congregants should there be insufficient parking, since there is little
available parking in the neighborhood, especially when compared to the location of the current Gurdwara. There is
no parking on Richards Avenue and I am concerned about drivers not stopping for pedestrians at the stop sign
where Betmarlea meets Fox Run and the safety of walking from Fireside Road on snowy or icy roads and sidewalks.
I am also not aware of the church receiving permission for significant overflow parking from any of the existing
churches or the two schools in the area.
I am asking the City of Norwalk to follow its own zoning codes and past precedents to ensure that the church has
safe and sufficient parking most importantly for the safety of its congregation, but also for neighbors and the many
people who drive down Richards Avenue.
Thank you,
Heather Tiefenthaler

Dear Mr. Kleppin & Rilling: My name is Will Harris, I am a West Norwalk resident, residing at 24 Weed
Ave. I am writing regarding the proposed Sikh Temple on Richards Ave. I strongly oppose the building

of the temple in West Norwalk, our taxes and road congestion are already sky high and we simply can’t
afford the additional strain on our community.
To:

Harry Rilling
Mayor of Norwalk
Steve Kleppin
Planning & Zoning Director

Subject: Letter of opposition to the Sikh Temple proposal at 283 Richards Avenue
As 50 yr. residents of W. Norwalk, we strongly oppose the proposal to erect a totally out of context ornate
18,000 sq. ft. Sikh Temple at 283 Richards Ave. on a mere l.01-acre lot. One AAA colonial home across
the street dates to the 1700’s. Many have sacrificed dearly to live in this environment having grown up in
crowded places. With little, if any, parking area for an increasing number of parishioners, use of Fox Run
School’s parking lot down the road and across the street plus parking along already busy Richards Ave is
totally inadequate and unsafe. Presently, traveling past Fox Run School during opening and closing times
is an accident waiting to happen. Cars line up along Fox Run Rd. causing one to squeeze nearly into the
oncoming lane. Add hundreds of faithful trying to find parking for daily services is inconceivable and
dangerous.
Residents on Nursery St., upper Ponus Ave., Fox Run Rd., past Fox Run School onto Richards Ave. have
long experienced a deterioration of AAA zone rights as an ever-increasing number of huge dump trucks
from the armory & elsewhere, large landscape trucks trailing heavy equip-ment, occasional tractor
trailers, hot-rods and motorcycles roar past daily. Signs posted 25 to 30 miles aren’t adhered to, nor has a
speed check ever occurred. No signs direct heavy trucks to State Road 123 such as the No Trucks
Allowed signs in Rowayton. Several other signs direct traffic to Oak Hills and continually growing NCC.
This is a cut-through from the Merritt to I-95, Post Rd. box stores, restaurants and more recent 3 story
condos, Bridge by Epoch health facility and senior housing development at 125 Richards Ave. The
addition of the Sikh Temple on a one-acre plot lacking sufficient parking will be a catastrophe to the
meaning of AAA zoning in West Norwalk. No other Norwalk AAA zone has experienced such a steady
erosion in their quality of life.
Throughout Norwalk bumps slowing traffic (as many as 6 on short Pine Hill Rd. alone) have been
installed. The powers that be apparently don’t seem to care what faithful, hard-working taxpayers want
and expected. Failure to update Planning and Zoning Regulations after the Mosque project and fear of
litigation is no reason to jeopardize the value of our homes-the biggest asset most residents have, or right
to the peace and beauty we sought in purchasing a home in West Norwalk. Please don’t make another
mistake destroying more of the area by additional noise, lights, congestion, torn down trees wrecking the
beauty and serenity of nearby long-time residents. How would you like to endure the continual
deterioration of your neighborhood?
Thank you for your support to keep West Norwalk low density!
Best regards,
Carmine & Connie Ragosa
174 Ponus Ave
Norwalk, Ct 06850

283 Richards Emails Received through 9.30.21
Hello Mr. Kleppin,
My wife & I are residents of west Norwalk at 5 Weed Ave about 4 blocks away from the proposed building of the Sikh
Temple. We strongly feel & think that the lot size for such a large and imposing structure is way too small as well as not
nearly enough space for parking for such a large building. This is a residential neighborhood. The building that they are
proposing is designed to serve 500-600 people. If they want to grow from a cogeneration that currently serves 200
people to one that will ultimately serve over 500 people they need a whole lot of parking. So given all this we suggest
that they build a multi tiered parking deck given the lot restrictions so that it can accommodate up to 400+ cars. They
can even use the top of it for outdoor gatherings or other uses such as a rooftop garden/farm. It would be best if it was
behind the building. As far as the building itself, it seems way to tall and jarring to the eye compared to all of the other
existing buildings including the other places of worship that are on Richards. I’m really surprised that they bought such a
small plot of land for such a big building that they want to build. A lot of our neighbors feel the same way we do. It’s not
about race or religious freedoms, it just doesn’t make sense given the amount of traffic it will create and the serious lack
of parking space that they didn’t take into account. We are all for the Sikhs building themselves a large house of
worship, but will stand in strong opposition if they don’t add a large parking structure to their building plans. They
should also be considerate in how this flashy gold temple will drastically change the look of the neighborhood. Looking
forward to the public hearing. Good luck with doing the right thing for the neighborhood.
Regards,
Henry Stozek
5 Weed Ave
Dear Mr. Kleppin:
We oppose the approval of a special permit for an 18,000 square foot house of worship at 233 Richards Ave in our town
of Norwalk, CT.
We just moved here from Queens, NY where there were large building put on every available lot and driveway. There
was insufficient infrastructure so the roads were overcrowded and the parking was a nightmare. We know firsthand how
this is not good for the community.
Please do not approve this permit.
Sincerely,
Tony & Faith Pipitone

Hello.
I am writing to object to a Religious Center being given a special permit to build on Richards Ave. The zoning laws were
put in place to keep the density and traffic at a reasonable level. Given the center’s plans, it does not appear that that
will be the case after the Center is built. I travel down that road every day and the notion of more traffic is terrible.
Thank you for our consideration.
Mary Ellroy

Norwalk, CT

Mr. Kleppin,
I am writing to oppose the recent application filed for Special Permit to build the Sikh Religious Center.
I live at 24 Redcoat Rd and am extremely concerned with the hours of operation and the amount of increased traffic for
the local community. The proposed building is Very large with a small number of parking spaces. Will we then see cars
parked all along Fox Run or other side streets as we try to enjoy the neighborhood on walks? I would assume there is
also a risk for emergency vehicles on those streets if they are lined with cars. This just isn’t a Sunday worship timeline.
They operate 24/7 with formal services very early as well as very late every day.
Please consider this request very carefully with the negative impacts to the neighborhood.
Thank you.
Teresa Murray
24 Redcoat Rd

I am writing to support keeping Norwalk low density. We are against the building of the Sikh Religious Center.
Stephanie and Roy William Harris
24 weed ave
Norwalk, CT 06850

Hi,
My husband and I own a home at 251 Richards Ave in Norwalk and it has recently come to our attention that the Guru
Tegh Behadur Ji Foundation has filed an application with the Zoning Commission of Norwalk to build a Sikh Religious
Center at 283 Richards Ave.
We are writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed construction on our residential street. As Richards Ave
is a well-traveled road between 95 and the Merritt Parkway, homeowners already contend with much cut through
traffic. This is a quiet area and the disruption that construction and subsequent daily operations of the center would
create is unacceptable. This particular congregation has a current membership of more than 200 at their current
location at 622 West Ave in Norwalk; Richards Ave is not an appropriate setting to service traffic and parking for this
many people. Neighbors we have spoken to on Richards Ave feel similarly about the extremely negative impact this
project would have on our community.
We will attend any public hearings about the matter and please let us know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Aimee and Peter Shields

PLEASE VOTE THUMBS DOWN TO ANOTHER LARGE STRUCTURE ON RICHARDS AVE. FOX RUN SCHOOL AND
THE OTHER TWO HOUSES OF WORSHIP ARE ALREADY PUTTING US OVER THE TOP TRAFFIC WISE. WE HAVE
LIVED HERE FOR 40 YEARS AND HAVE WATCHED OUR QUIET AREA DISAPPEAR. THIS WILL ALSO BRING OUR
PROPERTY VALUE DOWN . WE PAY TAXES FOR A RESIDENTIAL AREA AND WE ARE BEING ASKED TO GIVE
THIS UP. , BUT OUR TAXES WILL NOT BE LOWER TO COMPENSATE FOR WHAT WE WILL LOOSE.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION TO THIS MATTER
MARYANN AND NORM ROBERTS
16 LITTLE FOX LA

Steve, I went to the P&Z offices yesterday to see what was on file for the noted address. The secretary was kind enough
to show me the web site for the file. After looking at the drawings in very limited scale I would like to voice my
opposition to the Sikh Religious Center proposed. The rendering is completely out of character for the area and the
closest house of worship has 250% more space that is available at 283. There are 3 other residential driveways at the
same point as the proposed entry to 283 and the widening of Richards for the left turn at Fillow creates potential traffic
concern as does the Fox Run school traffic at start and at dismissal.
Taylor Strubinger

To Steve Kleppin, Commissioner of the City of Norwalk Planning and Zoning
I received a notice of an application for a Sikh Religious Center to be built on a small empty lot on Richards Avenue. I and my
whole family feverously object to this.
Not only is it inappropriate to build on such a small parcel of land, it is taxing our small neighborhood well beyond what
citizens should have to tolerate.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We have an elementary school within 500 feet of their intended Center.
We have a Congregational Church and Day Care within 200 feet of their intended Center.
We have a Jewish Synagogue and religious day care school within 500 feet of this intended center.
We have a Catholic Church and newly build auditorium within 1200 feet from this intended Center.
We have a Community College on Richard’s Avenue with over 5,400 students, many of whom drive up and down Richard’s
Avenue every day.
We have 3 cemeteries with lots of traffic coming and going.
We have a new long term care facility on Richard’s Avenue.

All of this is on Richard’s Avenue which is only a mile long. We are totally losing our sense of a low density neighborhood –
even just being a neighborhood. Why? That is unfair!!!
TRAFFIC…TRAFFIC…TRAFFIC. We already have way too much traffic at all the times of the day because all of the above
facilities service all Norwalk residents and even surrounding communities. It unfair for our neighborhood to be hit all the time
with facilities that require transportation needs both by car and bus, taxis, and the like. We have had many police cars
traveling up and down Richard’s Avenue because of the number of cars, their speed and congestion and causing accidents and
not following the rules of travel that is required for people who live in a low-density community. We know that their facility
operates every day from early morning well into the late evening hours. This adds to the ever increasing range of time where
more and more cars use these roads.
The current facility of the Sikh Religious Center is presently located on West Avenue, a business district, that is designed to
manage the expected flow of traffic resulting from them expanding their facility. Now they want to put a facility on a small
parcel of land where you can fit a 2500 sq foot house (typical of all the other houses in our neighborhood) and put in a huge
18,000 sq foot building. We know that they will also grow as all the other educational/ commercial/ religious places have
grown over the years. Understandably, they are looking for another facility because they want to grow their congregation –
but NOT HERE PLEASE. They own their present place on West Avenue so they are not being forced to leave as if they had a
lease.

Please do not grant them a permit and tell them to find somewhere else to put their facility as our neighborhood has given up
a lot of property to so many groups (educational and religious) it is time for our neighborhood to get a reprieve from this
onslaught severely taxing our way of life.
Sincerely,
Peter Fratarcangelo
14 Fireside Court
Norwalk, CT 06850
203-984-1536

September 19, 2021
Dear Mr. Kleppin,
We are writing to voice our opposition to granting a special building permit to Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Foundation. The land they want to build on should not be used for their religious center. They already have
property in a business district, which is more appropriate than Richards Ave. This road already has traffic from
Norwalk Community College, Temple Shalom, The Congregational Church as well as Fox Run Elementary
School on Fillow Street and St Matthew Church on Scribner Ave.
None of the existing places have services provided 7 days a week for 24/7 as would this particular building.
Traffic is already heavy and to allow further commercial construction in this area would be a mistake. There are
plenty of commercial vacant properties in our city as well as the one they already have that could provide this
group a place of worship much more appropriate than what they are asking to build between two existing
homes in a neighborhood.
We are opposed to granting a permit for this structure.
Sincerely,
Marie & Tom Sacco
252 Fillow Street
Norwalk, CT 06850

OBJECTION: House of Worship Application
283 Richards Ave
09/18/2021
Dear Sir,
Subject: Objection to building a house of worship for Sikh Religious Center
I am writing to object to the Guru Tegh Bahadur proposal to build a 18,000 sqf
Worship and education campus.

1: The proposed development would see dramatic increase in traffic and ruin the beauty of the
West Norwalk area.
2. There are already three churches within walking distance of this property. Traffic on holy days
for these churches has always been a problem. Parishioners are parking their cars up and down
all the side streets during religious activities.
3. Richards Ave is a extremely busy road, as it connects I-95 to the Merritt Parkway. These would
only make the problem much worse.
Please keep me informed of the date of the hearing, or use this letter is an objection to building this
facility.
Sincerely,
Kenneth M. Montanez
15 Fireside Court
Norwalk, CT 06850
Cell 203-496-2027
I moved into the area in June 2020 and like the area very much. I read the petition and would like to see this plan
rejected and keep the area as preserved as possible.
Per the petition points, this seems like a significant and unnecessary expansion, one which would diminish the appeal of
the area and possibly lower property values long term.
Please keep me appraised and let me know regarding the public hearing
Thanks,
Anthony Segalas

Good afternoon,
My name is Dilman Recinos and I live on 5 Betmarlea Rd. I am in opposition of the proposed building for Sikh Religious
Center at 283 Richards Ave. That area is not meant for another church. It will clog the street with more traffic and it’s
better to keep the neighborhood residential.
The density they’re asking for is way too big for the lot it is proposed to sit on and it would change the area, which if
perfectly fine the way it is.
Please let me know if there anything else the surrounding neighbors can do. Thanks!
Dilman

Dear Mr. Kleppin,
I am writing to you as a concerned neighbor who owns and lives on the property directly across the street
from the proposed House of Worship and education center on the lot at 283 Richards Ave.

As you know, we were advised of plans filed for a special permit to build a SIKH RELIGIOUS CENTER - GURUDWARA to
build an 18,000 SF
building surrounded by a 53-parking space horse-shoe shaped lot within a 1.01- acre lot, zoned as residential property.
Our street has no gas lines, no city water, has septic and well water.

This proposal is insensitive to the surrounding neighbors for the following reasons, to name a few:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

They will be open 24 hours a day; with daily services starting at 5AM everyday of the week according to their
website. (SEE BELOW)
The latest daily service begins at 9PM or 9:15PM depending which day, but doesnt give an actual time they
finish that service, assuming it will be at least 10PM or later. (SEE BELOW)
53 car parking lot: they would need to pave a huge percentage of the ground on their lot, leaving no lawns, trees
and landscape fitting to the neighborhood.
Proposed parking lot of 53 is way too large for our street and is not sufficient for their needs; they already cite
having up to 250 people as per their website (SEE BELOW), how will that be managed by 53 spaces?
Not to mention their anticipated growth if they were to build this new Religious and Educational Center (Build it
and they wil come)
Where will the excess cars park? On our lawns? Blocking our driveways? At Fox Run School?
Traffic/accidents: We are already on a very busy and sometimes dangerous 3 way stop with an elementary school
across the street. This will only cause additional congestion, and a danger to the children crossing at least twice a
day.
Noise level: car doors slamming and talking at all hours of the day and night, 7 days a week.
Intense lighting
Constant flow of traffic all hours every day.

I already have difficulty getting out of my driveway at times due to the 195/Merritt passthrough, Fox Run hours/buses
and NCC, in addition to rush hour.
I can only imagine how these services will intensify that issue.

They have an existing Gurudwara, or House of Worship located at 622 West Ave., which is in a neighborhood better
suited with adequate parking already based
in Norwalk. It's their choice to relocate, and I am sure they must have a reason for doing so, but they need to consider
realistic and suitable sites for something
so large with traffic/attendance as cited on their website, copied below for your convenience.

--250 people attending these services on Sundays, See LINK here ; 100 people on Fridays and Sunday
breakfast and 30 for breakfast daily and 150 on special dates.

Other concerns:
•
•
•

Drainage; Once paved, this drainage potential problem will be dramatically increased.
Lack of or inadequate natural landscaping
A steep grade

•

They made reference to the other houses of worship on Richards Ave but they are in no way comparable to this
new building in that the other churches and temples in the area are on large acreage lots and are beautifully
landscaped.
They cause no inconvenience, eyesore, noise, or traffic hazard, such as this proposal.
They have minimal weekly services and an occasional annual largely attended service, which is acceptable and
expected.

•
•

I understand and support their desire to build a proper building to worship, educate and gather; and they have every
right to do so, but it needs to be in a properly zoned, adequately lit,
desirable location that can substantiate the daily and huge number of people and excessive hours of operation that will be
a huge disturbance to everyone around them.
Best,
Barbara Garelick

Att: Steve Kleppin,
Good afternoon,

We at 19 Huckleberry Drive South Oppose the petition to build a house of worship at 283 Richards Avenue. How can
this even be a petition to build in low density zoning when my own church, that has been on I ts property for over 30+
years had issues with permits to put on an addition? Seems off… We vote no.
Panagiotidis Family
Aliki Panagiotidis

Mr. Kleppin:
We, the undersigned, oppose the approval of a special permit for an 18,000 sq.
foot house of worship on 1.01 acres in the West Norwalk AAA residential zone at
283 Richards Ave, Norwalk, CT.
The building is not in keeping with the low-density of the homes and other
houses of worship in the West Norwalk AAA zone and we do not feel they have
enough parking for future growth.
Kind regards,
Barbara and Robert Bona
12 Bonnybrook Trail
Norwalk, CT 06850

I object because it’s not a suitable place to build this religious center.
Emmanuel Owolo
5 Huckleberry Dr. South
Norwalk , CT 06850

We oppose the approval of a special permit for an 18,000 sq. foot house of worship on 1.01
acres in the West Norwalk AAA residential zone at 283 Richards Ave, Norwalk, CT.
The building is not in keeping with the low-density of the homes and other houses of worship
in the West Norwalk AAA zone and we do not feel they have enough parking for future
growth.

Thank you for your attention and cooperation.
Sincerely,
Yasuo and Carol Ann Kubota
41 Old Rock Lane
Norwalk, Ct 06850

Karl F. Kaferle
14 Bonnybrook Rd
Norwalk, CT 06850
Dear Sir,
I am writing to express my concerns regarding the proposed development of the parcel located at 283
Richards Avenue.
As I understand this matter, a Variance has been applied for to construct a quite sizable new house of
worship, and event facility within our Residential Zone of the city. My primary concern is not the
construction of another house of worship, but is in regards to the negative impact it will have on our
already overburdened and polluted local watershed system, and to a lesser extent the amount of
additional street traffic created in immediate proximity to one of our cities largest magnet grade
schools.
Clear-Cutting and covering an entire acre of presently heavily forested land with impervious surfaces at
this location will invariably result in a significant increase to the amount of storm runoff and debris
flowing directly into the Holy Ghost Fathers Brook tributary of the 5 Mile River. That brook flows
directly through my land and several other adjacent neighborhoods downstream from that
location. The regularity with which catastrophic flood levels now occur has become extremely alarming
over the past 2 years alone. If this development were to create 40,000 s/f of impervious surface that
would drain freely through the entire Betmarlea neighborhood and into our own on Bonnybrook during
every weather event, it would be like pouring gasoline on a bon-fire at this point for every property
owner in this watershed system.
My question to you, is how do they intend to handle the massive amount of additional stormwater
runoff they will invariably be generating by clearing and covering an entire acre of land in this watershed
area? We are now already experiencing damaging flood conditions everytime it rains more than 1 inch
an hour throughout this entire area. The presence of septic spoils, garbage, and road debris is already a
constant environmental hazard pervading our watercourses during and after each and every recent
weather event, without adding yet another extremely large non-residential facility to the equation. How

do they plan to mitigate the additional stormwater burden they will create? What is their plan to
minimize the environmental impact of this proposed facility?
Essentially this is like adding a large Commercial Facility to a Residential Neighborhood that simply has
little or no existing infrastructure to effectively support it on all fronts.
Please advise, and thank you kindly for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,
- Karl F. Kaferle

i am responding to your petition to Keep West Norwalk Low-Density.
While I have deep affection for Sikh Hindus because I spent many years in India I am concerned about
the congestion we already have in West Norwalk. Fox Run School has a lot of traffic several times a
day. It is hard to pass by the cars waiting to pick up children. I try to avoid that area of congestion at
those times. Then there are the cars parked on the sidewalk for the soft ball games even though there is
a "no parking" sign. That makes walking hard because we have to go out onto the busy street which can
be dangerous. When the Temple celebrates the holy days again there is a walking and driving
problem. The area is NOT low density; it is already HIGH DENSITY. To add to that only increases the
problem of driving and walking to say nothing of all the added noise and danger to children who may be
walking to and from school.
I am sorry but surely the Sikhs can find a location that is better suited to their needs. I wish them luck as
they are a very industrious and down to earth group of people who I greatly admire.
Peggy Bonhage
38 Fox Fun Road
Norwalk, CTn 06850

Mr. S. Kleppin
City of Norwalk Planning
And Zoning
Director of Planning and Zoning
Norwalk, CT

Dear Mr. Kleppin:
We received a petition to Keep West Norwalk Low-Density and my husband and I are in agreement that
we do not think this will be the proper location for the Gurdwara.
We have lived on Bonnybrook Road for 47 years and many of the other residents have lived here for as
long a period, if not longer.
We have seen many changes happen, most have been very good, and has not changed the landscape of
Richards Ave and many of the streets that intersect with it.
We too would never wish to deny anyone the right to worship in our community, we are concerned
about the lack of parking, the size of the building in keeping with our low-density community.

This building is so huge, it will over-take the smaller houses and buildings on Richards Avenue and I am
sorry to say, will be a “big eye sore”.
This church will be at the top of Richards Avenue and as it is, in the mornings, when you ride up Richards
Ave. and make a right on to Fillow there usually is a traffic jam because the school children are being
dropped off at Fox Run School. It takes several minutes to get by and by adding this church it will be a
double slow down.
Then after you get through that traffic jam you proceed down further on Richards Avenue and the road
is slowed down to let the car traffic into the school parking lot of the Norwalk Community College, which
in our opinion was a great addition to Richards Ave. This road is heavily traveled because it leads to RT
1, with all the shopping, and also you can continue on down further to get on the I95. People will have
to give themselves much more time to get to their destinations. This is also used as a route to the Merit
Parkway.
Also they plan on cutting down a forest of 50 year old trees and removing the existing lawn. This is
a community of homes who respect their trees and have beautiful lawns. I love early Spring when the
trees are sprouting new leaves and the daffodils are lining people’s front lawns. By adding this new
parking lot of 53 spaces it will remove our “country setting” here in Norwalk.
During the year, there are several Holy days . When this occurs, the people who attend Temple Shalom
park their car on Richards Ave, because the parking lot is full at the Temple. The cars are parked
starting from Temple Shalom and beyond Geneva Road. The cars sometimes park part on sidewalk and
part on street making it difficult to walk on sidewalks. It has been like this for all the 47 years we have
been here it is not that they came and changed the landscape and now we have to live with this
situation, they were here first!
Also, there is St. Matthew Church on Scribner Ave and during their Holy days, they usually have a police
officer to direct traffic on Scribner Ave, which intersects with Richards Ave. By adding a fourth House of
Worship, it is adding to the situation that already exists. We do not need to add more cars to an
already busy street.
Please listen to our plea and do not allow this church to be built on Richards Avenue.
Agnes Fleming
22 Bonnybrook Road
Norwalk, CT 06850

Dear Mr Kleppin:
I am opposed to the building of the Sikh Religious Center on Richards Avenue. I feel the lot is too small
for such a large structure and Richards Avenue is already busy with traffic and so many additonal cars
coming and going would present a problem.
I think they should vastly scale down the size of the temple, or find an alternative location with more room
for such a large building and with sufficient parking spaces where it would not be so disruptive to the
neighborhood.
Thank you.
Joanna Romersa
35 Hunters Lane
Norwalk CT

Dear Barbara Hoffman:
Good afternoon –
As we met earlier to share information in reference to the subject project plan along with a booklet
with a picture of the proposed building and some core information about Sikh faith and our outreach
programs. We appreciate your kindness to offer us the use of your parking lot once or twice a year for
special occasions. We will provide UCC with additional insurance coverage at no cost to UCC for the use
of your occasional parking.
This email is a follow up of my phone call requesting that the leadership of the GTBJF is willing to
meet with you and the UCC Council any time convenient to you and the council. Please let us know. In
the meantime, let us share some highlights of the projects as follows:
As you know, Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation Inc. has submitted a special permit application for a
proposed gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue in Norwalk, CT to the City of Norwalk Department of
Planning & Zoning, Zoning Commission and various city departments that may exercise jurisdiction over
this proposal. This property is zoned AAA Residence and houses of worship are permitted in this zone by
special permit. The application was accompanied by various documents including civil engineering,
architectural, landscaping, traffic study and drainage report. These documents were created by licensed
professional engineers and are currently under review by various city departments. Further all
application documents are available for public inspection.
The Gurudwra – A place of Worship is open seven days a week. It is very similar to other
denominations and their houses of worship. The Sikh congregation holds services twice weekly
(Sundays generally from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm, and on Fridays from 7:30 to 8:30 pm). These services are
followed by a communal meal prepared and served by members of the congregation to all service
attendees and guests. Typically, these meals are sponsored by a family within the congregation who
purchase supplies and groceries, prepare the meals and serve to attendees.
Every day in the morning and evening, there is a ceremonial opening and closing of Holy
Scripture but there is no congregational worship at these times. However, like other religious
institutions, congregants may visit the gurudwara daily to offer individual prayers or take a reading from
Scripture. Pre-Covid, approximately 150 congregants attended Sunday services, with about 50 in
attendance for Friday night worship.
Today, about 60 attend Sunday services; the Friday night service has been suspended due to
COVID-19 and there is no plan to resume them as yet. Similar to other religions, the Sikh community
celebrates occasional holy days and events such as Vaisakhi (“Sikh Day”) on April 14, as well as the birth
and death anniversaries of the Sikh Gurus. Should the need arise to provide additional parking, the

Foundation have discussed use of parking spaces at Fox Run School for overflow purposes with city
officials and yourself allowing occasional use of its parking spaces for similar overflow needs once or
twice a year. The Foundation appreciates your cooperation and generosity.
The Sikh community plans to provide religious education to its young congregants, much like
that provided at other religious institutions in the neighborhood such as Temple Shalom, St. Matthew’s
Church and United Church of Christ. Religious instruction, which is run by volunteer parents and follows
the Norwalk Public School calendar, is offered on Sundays only. Instruction begins at 10 am and
concludes at noon. Youngsters and parents may then join the congregation for the post-service meal. As
for weddings, the community welcomes its congregants to be married in the faith, but no extraordinary
efforts will be undertaken to “market” this house of worship as a wedding venue. Day care facilities are
neither offered nor proposed at this Gurudwara – A Place of Worship.
Information on the status of fundraising efforts or project costs will not be shared as they are
not germane to the special permit application process nor the Zoning Commission’s jurisdiction and
review of this proposal. Lastly, my client is not inclined to entertain any offers to purchase this property
and locate its gurudwara elsewhere.
Should you have additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Very truly yours,
Mohinder Singh Kalsi
Cell # 315-436-1396

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission:
My name is Davendra Anand and I reside at 58 Firehouse Road, Trumbull, CT with
my family.
We have lived here for over 43 years, and are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk
community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us
to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other denominations who practice
their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit
the Gurudwara on any Sunday Service at our existing place of worship located at 622
West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed New Gurudwara Building at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully
designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and
complies with ALL the rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship, and
once constructed - it will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and the city of
Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a Special Permit.
Thanks.
Sincerely,
Davendra [Dave] Anand

203-895-5899 [Mobile]

Dear Chairman Schulman and members,
My name is Jagjiwan Singh and I reside at 33 Macintosh Avenue in Norwalk, CT 06851. I have lived in
this City for 25+ years with my wife and two children. As a member of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk, we are seeking the support and approval of our special permit
application pending before your Commission. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community
for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects
and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship,
and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit. Our Sunday
service is open to the community and we invite you to visit. If you need any additional information please
feel free to reach me.
Sincerely,

Jagjiwan Singh
AVP, Business Banking Officer
Business Banking Division
First County Bank

Dear Morning Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Dalbara Singh and I reside at 11 Moore Place with my wife. We have moved from India and
lived here for 26+ years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in
Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are
excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit. If you need any
additional information please feel free to reach me at phone or email below.

Sincerely,
Dalbara Singh
11 Moore Place
Norwalk, CT 06855

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,

My name is Jasbir Singh, I reside at 4 Rebel Lane in Norwalk alongside my family of 4. We have
been members of the norwalk community for 22 years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for
more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Jasbir Singh

From :

Karen Blackie
18 Devonshire Rd
Norwalk
Ct 06850
•

With reference to the proposed building of an 18,000 sq. foot house of
worship on 1.01 acres in the West Norwalk AAA residential zone at 283
Richards Ave, Norwalk, CT.m, I would like to register that I am in
opposition.
The building is not in keeping with the low-density of the homes and other
houses of worship in the West Norwalk AAA zone and I do not feel they
have enough parking for future growth. The floor to area ratio is not within
a normal, acceptable scale. In addition, there already exists a traffic issue
at the nearby junction due to Fox Run school.
Regards
Karen Blackie

Dear Chairman Schulman and members,
My name is Veer Singh and I reside at 44 Nursery Street in Norwalk, CT 06850. I have lived in this City
for 25+ years with my wife .As a member of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in
Norwalk, we are seeking the support and approval of our special permit application pending before your
Commission. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we
are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.

Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects
and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship,
and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit. Our Sunday
service is open to the community and we invite you to visit. If you need any additional information please
feel free to reach me.
Sincerely,
Veer Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
Our names are Dr. Bhavna Khandpur and Avneet Kochar and we reside at 199 W
Norwalk Road, in Norwalk with our sons. We have lived in Norwalk for 12 years and my
children attend/have attended the Norwalk public schools.
We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and
we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a new building for our place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape
architects and traffic engineers, and the proposed gurudwara on Richards Avenue
complies with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place or worship, and
once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city. I hope
that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.
Sincerely, Bhavna and avneet

I would hope the city of Norwalk would deny the request for a special permit request, the area is already
too busy for the Neighborhood the added traffic and noise will worsen the already terrible Conditions.
The noise level is terrible I can hear the noise form my Address which is 82 west Norwalk rd and I’m a
half a mile away, Please deny the request. Can you please reply to this email so I know someone has
received it thank you.
Angelo Guarna
82 West Norwalk rd
Norwalk ct 06850

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Harpreet Kalia and I reside at 1 Old Farm Place in Norwalk with my family.
We have lived in Norwalk for 18 years and my children attend/have attended the
Norwalk public schools.

We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and
we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a new building for our place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape
architects and traffic engineers, and the proposed gurudwara on Richards Avenue
complies with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place or worship, and
once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city. I hope
that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit.
Sincerely,
Harpreet Kalia

Dear Mr. KleppinIt was brought to my attention that the new owners of the property located at 283 Richards Avenue has
requested a special building permit with the Zoning Commission in Norwalk. I am the owner of a
property located at 18 Betmarlea Road and I am most concerned about
the environmental impact/footprint of the proposed building.
My property (18 Betmarlea Rd) is affronted by the Holy Ghost Father's Pond System and the inland
wetlands run through the back. According to our Plot Plan the front portion (Holy Ghost Father's Pond
System) is in a 100 yr flood zone. In the 7 years that we have owned the property the "100 yr flood line"
has been reached 4 times and the inland wetlands were further inundated. Our next-door neighbors
who have lived on Betmarlea for decades can attest that something has changed with the water levels
on the street post storms. They report that the water had not reached the 100-year flood line in the
past. Unfortunately, in the past few years they have had first hand experience with water entering their
home twice.
My concern is that the proposed building and parking lot square footage at 283 Richards Avenue would
add additional runoff to the pond system/wetlands with yet to be realized consequences.
Thank you for keeping these concerns in mind when evaluating the application at 283 Richards Avenue.
Thank you for your time,
Jennifer Hartmann

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission
My name is Gurpreet Singh and I reside at 4 Elm St, Apartment 5, Norwalk. I have lived here for 5+ years
with my family. As a member of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk, we are
seeking the support and approval of our special permit application pending before your Commission. Our
congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited that
plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other denominations
who practice their religion here.
Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects
and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship,
and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit. Our Sunday
service is open to the community and we invite you to visit.

Thanks
Sincerely,

Gurpreet Singh

Dear Director Kleppin and members of the Zoning Commission
My name is Amrit Kaur Kalsi and I reside at 519 ½ Flax Hill Road in Norwalk. I am writing this support
letter in reference to a Special Permit application by the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation (GTBJF)
I have lived here for more than two years and as amember of GTBJF, I go to gurudwara on West Avenue
in Norwalk for Sunday services. I am seeking your support for the approval of our special permit
application pending before your Commission to construct a modern facility at 283 Richards
Avenue Norwalk,
Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited
that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.
The proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects
and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship,
and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit. Our
Sunday service is open to the community and we invite you to visit.
Thanks
Sincerely,
Amrit Kaur Kalsi

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Kuldip Samra and I reside at 10 Long Close Road in Stamford with my family. We have
moved from England and lived here for 22 plus years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for
more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Kuldip Samra

Dear Chairman Schulman, Director Kleppin and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Mohinder Singh Kalsi and I reside at 519 ½ Flax Hill Road in Norwalk with my family. As
always you have been great supporter of the residents of the city of Norwalk. I appreciate your kindness
and guidance in accordance with the city regulations.
I am writing this letter in support of a "Special Permit" application by the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Foundation (GTBJF).for a proposed Religious Center 283 Richards Avenue, Norwalk CT.
Just for your information, I moved from New York and lived here for 2+ years. I am a members of the
GTBJF gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. This congregation has been part of the Norwalk
community and outreach programs for more than 25 years (refer attached bulletin) and we are excited
that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations that practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday Service at
our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk. The schedule of services was
already submitted and anybody is welcome to attend.
The proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit. Should you have
questions, don't hesitate to contact me.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Mohinder Singh Kalsi, P.E.

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission:
My name is Ranjit Singh Samra and I reside at 10 Long Close Road in Stamford with my family. We
have lived here for 25 years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue
in Norwalk. Our congregation has been an active part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years
and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many
other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Sincerely,
Ranjit S. Samra

Dear Chairman and Members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Imreet Singh and I reside at 153 Pease Ave, Fairfield, CT with my family. We have moved
from Stamford CT and lived here for 2+years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara

on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25
years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the
many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Imreet Singh and Manmeet Arora

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Raj Sethi and I reside at 33 Princes Pine Road in West Norwalk with my
family. We have lived in Norwalk for 17 years and my children attend/have attended the
Norwalk public schools.
We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and
we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a new building for our place of
worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape
architects and traffic engineers, and the proposed gurudwara on Richards Avenue
complies with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place or worship, and
once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city. I hope
that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit.
Sincerely,
Raj Sethi

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission
My name is Amandeep Kaur and I reside at 40 Southport Ridge, Southport,
CT 06890. I have lived here for two years with my family. As a member of
the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk, we are
seeking the support and approval of our special permit application pending
before your Commission. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk
community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are
progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many
other denominations who practice their religion here.

Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers to comply with the
various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship, and once
constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for
special permit. Our Sunday service is open to the community and we invite
you to visit.
Thanks

Sincerely,
Amandeep Kaur
Ph: 718-766-9111

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Barjinder Singh and I reside at 40 Southport Ridge, Southport,
CT 06890 in Norwalk with my family. We have moved from New York and
lived here for two years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of
the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans
are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many
other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you
to visit on any Sunday Service at our existing place of worship located at 622
West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed
by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and
complies with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of
worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the
neighborhood and the city of Norwalk.
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special
permit.
Thanks
Sincerely,
Barjinder Singh
718-200-9433

Dear Steve:

As a homeowner of the property on 22C Betmarlea Rd, Norwalk and a resident of Norwalk for more
than 30 years, I am very concern about the proposed new GTB Sikh Religious Center on 283 Richards
Avenue. While I would never advocate the denial of anyone the right to worship in our city, the
proposed 18,000 SF building on 1.01 acre lot with a possible 50+ parking spaces is not practical. Please
take a serious look at the proposal and the adverse impact the building will have to the ecosystem and
the community.
Thanks,
Adam Kuta
Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Amandeep Singh and I reside at 96 georhe Avenue Norwalk with my family. We lived here
for 8 years. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our
congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited that
plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other denominations
who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and
regulations applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the
neighborhood and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.
Thanks
Sincerely,

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Satinderpal Saini and I reside at 21 honeysuckle Drive in Norwalk with my famly. We are
members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has
been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are
progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other denominations who
practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Satinderpal Saini
21 honeysuckle Drive

Norwalk CT 06851

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Dharminder Singh and I reside at 26 Greenlea Ln in Norwalk with my family. We moved from
Norwalk to Weston in July 2021. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West
Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years
and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many
other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks.
Sincerely,
Dharminder Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Bakhshish Singh and I reside at 26 Greenlea Ln with my family. We moved from Norwalk to
Weston in July 2021. We are members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in
Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are
excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks.
Sincerely,
Bakhshish Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Gagandeep Singh and I reside at 26 Greenlea Ln in Weston with my family. We moved from
Norwalk to Weston in July. We lived in Norwalk for about 13 years. We are members of the Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk

community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper
place of worship similar to the many other denominations who practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Gagandeep Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Ravinder Kaur Dilbag Singh and I reside at Milford CT with my family. We are members of
the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation/gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has
been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years with many limitations and difficulties. We are
excited that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship that will meet our needs.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk.
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Ravinder Kaur Dilbag Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission
My name is Kulbir Singh Saini and I reside at 105 quirk rd, Milford, CT. I have been a member of Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji foundation Gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk for the last 14 years. As a member, I
am seeking the support and approval of our special permit application pending before your Commission.
Our congregation has been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited
that plans are progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other
denominations who practice their religion here.
Our proposed gurudwara has been carefully designed by architects, civil engineers, landscape architects
and traffic engineers to comply with the various rules and regulations applicable to our place of worship,
and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood and this city.
Once again, I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for special permit. Our Sunday
service is open to the community and we invite you to visit.

Thanks
Sincerely,

-----------------------------------Kulbir Singh

Dear Chairman Schulman and members of the Zoning Commission,
My name is Chattarbir Singh and I reside at 18 Rosebud Dr in Trumbull, CT with my family. We are
members of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji gurudwara on West Avenue in Norwalk. Our congregation has
been part of the Norwalk community for more than 25 years and we are excited that plans are
progressing for us to have a proper place of worship similar to the many other denominations who
practice their religion here.
Our services are open to all including the local community and we invite you to visit on any Sunday
Service at our existing place of worship located at 622 West Avenue in Norwalk.
Our proposed Gurudwara at 283 Richards Avenue has been carefully designed by architects, civil
engineers, landscape architects and traffic engineers, and complies with the various rules and regulations
applicable to our place of worship, and once constructed will be a wonderful addition to the neighborhood
and the city of Norwalk,
I hope that the Zoning Commission approves our application for a special permit.

Thanks
Sincerely,
Chattarbir Singh

To Steve Kleppin,
I have just been notified that there is an application for Special Permit to build at 283 Richards
Avenue and the proposed building shows that there will not be enough sufficient parking for
such a congregation. If in fact the notice I received is stating all truth, then I believe that this is
not acceptable for West Norwalk Residents. Norwalk Community College has expanded and
cars are parked everywhere throughout the neighborhood even though there are two major
parking lots.
There is traffic that is increasing everywhere throughout Fairfield county and Norwalk is
extremely busy. I see more and more cars driving down West Norwalk Road that come from NY
and when they try and take a left hand turn onto the Post Road, it backs up and backs up
because there is no signal.
Stop approving these places that have no right being built with no appropriate parking
compacity. Also, West Norwalk is a residential area and they should stay that way.
How about improving downtown Norwalk. There is plenty of acreage to build on Main Street or
old buildings that can be renewed by tearing them down!
Thank you,
Janet Bogardus
97 W. Norwalk Rd

West Norwalk, CT

Dear Steve,
My name is Jeff Danziger and my family and I live at 282 Richards Avenue in Norwalk. I'm writing today
to express my concern about the proposed Gurdwara house of worship directly across from our house
at 283 Richards Ave.
We are alarmed by the implications of an 18,000 sq ft structure on a one-acre residential lot and what
the ramifications will be for us and our neighbors. We recognize that everyone has the right to worship
but we don't think it's proper to insert a commercial structure of any kind on a AAA residential lot when
the density overpowers everything around it. Furthermore, as it is, the traffic near the intersection of
Richard's Ave and Fillow St is busy enough without adding the additional stress of another house of
worship only steps away from that corner.
We are particularly concerned that in their application they are downplaying the amount of people that
will be traveling in and out of there on a regular basis. It is our understanding that the Gurdwara is open
24 hours a day / 7 days a week aside from their services and school functions (which they also appear to
be downplaying). Also, it is our understanding that they will be hosting weddings there as well. Since
they are planning to spend millions on this project it only stands to reason that they want to grow their
congregation and that will inevitably include larger and larger services and celebrations.
So, we ultimately are concerned about a host of things including the following: traffic, parking
overflow, noise and lighting at all hours on top of looking at a mammoth structure that is totally out of
place on a lot so small within a residentially zoned area. For the neighbors surrounding the site, we are
also very concerned regarding the negative effect on our property values if this gets approved.
I'd be happy to stop in and discuss our concerns with you in more detail as well. Thank you for your
consideration on this matter and we certainly hope that this applicant (who already owns and operates
out of a more viable location in town) can find a more appropriate spot in Norwalk or the surrounding
towns to house a house of worship of this size and magnitude.
With best regards,
Jeff Danziger
282 Richards Ave
Norwalk, CT 06850

Correspondences from 12.12.21 –
Good morning:
I want to voice my opposition to the proposed construction of the religious center at the referenced
location. It is not possible to construct that size building and have parking for 53 spaces and 3
handicapped. I believe that is a snow route and street parking is not allowed. It should be noted that it
does not make it right that the police let the church/school facility park cars on both sides of the street
during their holidays: that should be stopped immediately. The area is already too congested to be safe
for pedestrians as noted by the crossing flags at the corner of Phillow and Richards. Please register my
opposition to this change of zoning.
My personal email is rwl34@att.net. My address is 15 Devonshire Rd.
Thank you.
Ron.
Mr. Kleppin,
As regards to the possible building of a center at 283 Richards Ave. If the information we have read is
correct; that it would involve cutting down mature trees, paving to create parking lot not able to
accommodate members, large congregation, large building, large services, then those things are
problematic. If approved it would alter the West Norwalk environment from peaceful to chaotic.
For these reasons, as residents of West Norwalk, we are not in favor of such a large, intrusive project.
Mr.&Mrs. M. Kapteina
4 Candlewood Ln.
Norwalk, ct. 06850
Peter D Smith
26 Hunters Lane
Norwalk, CT 06850

Dear Sir,
The propose religious center on Richards Ave is the wrong
place for such a building.
The intersection is all ready very busy.
I drive through that intersection many times a day and where
the building will be located will cause major traffic problems.
I’m sure a traffic light is in the plans for this intersection (just what we need, more traffic lights).
It will be an environment problem.
Building and paving over most of the lot will cause the runoff
to go down Fillow toward Betmarlea.
Betmarlea had major flooding in the two rain storms this past
summer and this building will only make it worse .
The hours of operation are not conforming with anything isn this part of Norwalk.
Just by virtue of the fact that a “special permit” is needed
should tell you this is not the place for this organization.
This buildings architecture is not fitting for this part of town.
If you allow buildings with architecture that does not fit with the surrounding
neighborhood you will be destroying the beauty of neighbors everywhere.
Please do the right thing for the people that live in this neighborhood.
Best,
Peter D Smith

Dear Mr. Kleppin:

It has come to my attention that the above group has applied for a Special Permit to build a religious
center at the above location.
My husband, Dr. Paul Riska, and I strongly oppose the application.
My understanding is that they intend to bring in services and activities that can attract up to 500 people
at a time with services daily and at night at 9pm and celebrations on weekends. The planned House of
Worship is significantly larger than the ones already on Richards Avenue and with more than 4 times the
amount of parking spots. This will greatly increase the traffic and noise on Richards Avenue, Fillow and
Fox Run Road.
We just moved to our new home at 6 Fox Run Road, Norwalk CT 06850 last December after closing last
October. We chose the house because this is a beautiful and quiet neighborhood and we are across
from the elementary school, so we expected this to remain a quiet area.
While we have no objections to any religious groups, we are also a minority religious group (Jewish) we
do not want this beautiful and peaceful neighborhood destroyed. Our understanding is this group
already has a building in downtown Norwalk and therefore they should be able to expand that location.
Please deny the application.
Thank you for your consideration.
Best regards,

Sloan Schickler
6 Fox Run Road
Norwalk, CT 06850

Mayor: I think we have many things we agree on and a few we disagree on. After
reading about potential waiver for Sikh Church on Richards I'm sure we're both in
agreement that it's a ridiculous request. Thank you for listening.
Furthermore, I'm shocked and disappointed our District E Council members didn't make
their constituents in West Norwalk aware of this.
Best,
John O'Neill
29B Fox Run Road
203-803-0930
Mr. Kleppin –
I am writing today to urge you to reject the Special Permit application for the Sikh Religious Center on
Richards Avenue in a AAA zone nearby an already dense intersection with a school. The proposed
development is intensely oversized at 18,000 square feet set on a fully paved and undersized 1 acre lot
with 56 parking spaces. It will attempt to serve 240+ worshippers likely arriving in individual vehicles.
This will result in hundreds of illegally parked vehicles clogging our residential neighborhood roads. It
will also undoubtedly drive feeder traffic unfamiliar with the area down West Norwalk Road and the
dangerously narrow, unlit and winding Fillow Street. Compounding the problem will be the upcoming
closure of West Cedar Street for a bridge replacement. Traffic in the surrounding areas is already a
nightmare with big box stores and fast food outlets. This proposal does not work. Please reject it.

Thank you for your consideration and protection of our neighborhood.
Best regards,
David R. Leopold
10 Morehouse Lane
Norwalk, Connecticut 06850

Mayor Harry Rilling /Mr. Kleppin,
We are residents of West Norwalk and have lived in Norwalk for over 30 years now. We have
lived in two different neighborhoods in Norwalk over this time. We currently live very close to
Temple Shalom, Saint Matthews Catholic Church and the United Congregational Church in West
Norwalk and love this area. Over the 30 years here, we have seen a lot of improvements in the
city and upgrades, there has been a lot of positives in Norwalk. However, I feel we need to
speak up at this time before they allow an enormous structure to be built on a small piece of
property.
We feel you are over building by adding the proposed church at 283 Richards Ave. This is a very
busy road and the property they want to build on is close to the corner. The amount of traffic
that would bring to that corner will make it very dangerous. The building that is supposed to go
up is enormous for the one acre property. They would be overbuilding on the property size
which used to be a 3 bedroom home not too long ago and now they want to construct a large
place of worship. It physically doesn’t fit on that small piece of property and it will be squeezed
between homes on both sides as well as homes behind it. This doesn’t seem practical. I hope
the City of Norwalk realizes how wrong it is to those property owners in close proximity of
letting them over build and what it says to all property owners that the city either doesn’t care
about the owners or doesn’t know how to manage the city buildings and zoning.
It would destroy the beauty of the neighborhood. I walk past this site weekly and can tell it will
be extremely dangerous for people walking to the Fox Run school on the corner since the
proposed church will include an active driveway and not much clearance to get in and out. This
will also effect the traffic on Richards Ave and the approach to Richards Ave from Fillow and
also Fox Run Rd. As it is now the approach is very awkward and is dangerous enough, add a
busy church and you have increased the risk of a dangerous accident at that corner. Zoning laws
are supposed to protect the city and property owners. I hope this project can be prevented
since it does not make sense. Please visit the proposed site and you will see that the building
structure and parking spaces just does not fit in to the property size.
We would hate to see the beauty of the neighborhood destroyed by a building that is excessive
in size relative to the property size. Isn’t that what ordinances and town regulations are put in
place for? We want continued progress in our town but when something doesn’t make sense
we need to stop it. This is one of those times.
Please do not let this building be built on this site.
Don’t destroy our neighborhood by overbuilding.
Sincerely,
Joseph and Angela Lacovara
8 Fireside Ct
Norwalk, Ct. 06850

Dear Mayor Rilling and Director Kleppin,
I live in a house I own at 1 Weed Avenue in Norwalk, directly on the corner of Fillow Street in Norwalk.
I am asking that the city do NOT move forward with the building of this described new property on
Richards Avenue.
I am concerned about the congestion, parking, traffic, noise, extensive and intrusive construction
process, plummeting home values, but most of ALL, how this property would permanently change the
look, environment and character of the neighborhood. The actual piece of land is way too small for what
they want to build. This is a perfect example of urban creep into a pleasant residential neighborhood
that already hosts two other churches, a temple and Fox Run school as well as Norwalk Community
College right down the street. It has nothing whatsoever to do with the Sikhs as a community; no
matter what organization it was, religious or otherwise, the core issues remain.
Please. Enough is enough.
Thank you,
Ann Peterson
1 Weed Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850
To Whom It May Concern:
West Norwalk is a beautiful residential area and we want to keep it that way! Please don’t allow Sikh
Religious Center to be built on 283 Richards Avenue. There is already too much traffic on that road with
Fox Run School and NCC being there. Over crowding the infrastructure will be the result and the charm
of West Norwalk will be greatly diminished. Thank you for your help in this matter.
Kind regards,
Brenda Koroscil
Dear Mayor Rilling and Mr. Kleppin,
I would like to express my concerns about the proposal of the building of the worship place on Richards
Ave. Being a resident of West Norwalk for over 11 years and seeing how much traffic there is around
Fillow and Richards Ave I'm extremely concerned that this addition to Richards Ave will cause a lot more
congestion especially being so close to the corner with Fillow and Fox Run. Also it is my understanding
that they are planning on having at least 200 people on a big building that will take most of the 1 acre
land available and this won't leave them much space for parking of their own. All of the trees on that
piece of land will need to be cut down. The noise pollution and impact on wild life will definitely be
noticeable. I hope they can find a location that would be more suitable for their needs as I don't see how
this lot could give them what they need to run a big congregation.
I hope you will take this letter into consideration.
Thank you for your time,
Viviane De Oliveira
October 18, 2021
TO: Steve Kleppin, Head of Planning and Zoning Commission

FROM: Catherine McGettigan, 20 Betmarlea Road, Norwalk, CT 06850
RE: Opposition to proposed development of 283 Richards Ave.
Dear Mr. Kleppin,
I would like to express my opposition to the proposed development of 283 Richards Ave.
While it is wonderful to have several houses of worship in the west Norwalk area, the size
is of great concern, among other reasons.
The size of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation proposal is not in keeping with this area of
west Norwalk. Being a resident for just-shy of thirty years, I have never seen a structure
of that magnitude on one acre of land in this area of Norwalk. The percentage of square
footage is many times that of the nearby houses of worship because it would only be on
one acre of land.
The environmental impact of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation proposal is also of great
concern, as the forest will need to be destroyed for the magnitude of the structure and
parking to be completed.
The parking and traffic flow would also add to the intensity of traffic already using the
west Norwalk area to avoid CT Ave., I-95, and the Merritt Parkway. Entering, exiting, and
traffic itself will be a constant, given the amount of people attending Guru Tegh Bahadur
Ji services. This is a real issue of safety. Already, road rage occurs on Richards Ave, and
many drivers do not adhere to the rules.
Finally, this area of Norwalk has been a desirable place to buy homes because of its
uniqueness. Adding a structure of such magnitude would take away from the beauty and
old-time feel of the area.
Perhaps some of the recent tax-default properties in a commercial area of Norwalk could
be used for Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji.
Please, let’s keep this area of Norwalk low-density.
Thank you for taking my thoughts, and the thoughts of so many others, into consideration.
Sincerely,
Catherine McGettigan
20 Betmarlea Road
Norwalk, CT 06850
Dear Mr. Kleppin,
I am writing to voice my support of the proposed Sikh religious center on Richards Ave. I have lived in
West Norwalk for most of my life and bought a home here 3 years ago. I have never been disturbed by
the religious services that take place in my neighborhood, and I feel that the proposed house of worship

is in keeping with the rest of the activity on Richards Ave. I would much prefer to see the proposed site
become a house of worship than watch it become condos or be otherwise developed into housing.
I learned of your role from a letter I received that opposes the proposed building. I can think of no
reason, other than racism, why my neighbors would be unwilling to allow the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
Foundation to build on that site. It is directly next to another church. Please do not allow this gate
keeping to take place in my neighborhood.
Thank you very much,
Hannah Knox
28 Fox Run Rd
Norwalk, CT
Dear Mr. Kleppin,
I am writing to add my voice, with my neighbors, in opposition to the proposed changes at 283 Richards
Avenue.
I have been a resident of West Norwalk for 28 years and have witnessed many changes to our
neighborhood. This new proposal is non conforming to the current zoning regulations and a huge
concern. It would further strain the already congested traffic patterns. Many folks use our roads as
access to Route 1 from the neighboring towns. In addition, the places of worship, elementary,
middle school and STEAM schools, and Norwalk Community College add considerable traffic to Richards
Avenue and surrounding roads.
The property, 283 Richards Avenue was formerly a single family home. The proposal for a huge house of
worship and parking could not possibly contribute to the aesthetic appeal of the residential
neighborhood given the size of the lot.
I am against the approval of this change to the property.
Sincerely,
Paula Napoletano
5 Redcoat Road

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to express my opposition to the Sikh building being proposed for 283 Richards Avenue. In my opinion,
the parking and traffic will be a major issue. The congregation says in a letter to the Department of Transportation,
Parking and Mobility that there is an average of 2.5 people per car. They have a congregation of 200 people and 56
parking spaces. Therefore, they would require at least 80 parking spaces based upon their number of congregants.
This number does not include the 1 Guru and 3 musicians who would be living full time in the Gurdwara either. The
Gurdwara would be at a deficit of at least 24 parking spaces. This is not counting holidays where 200+ people
attend. They have indicated that Fox Run and NCC will be used for overflow, but this is not a practical solution and
those facilities may not be available year round.
With regard to traffic, there are many other places of worship in a very close proximity that also produce traffic such
as St. Matthew, Temple Shalom and United Church of Christ. There is also Fox Run elementary school that
produces alot of traffic at drop off and pickup times. Another house of worship will make already existing traffic that
much worse.
Another concern is that all the trees on the property would be removed leaving little buffering for light and noise for
the surrounding streets, especially Betmarlea. Lastly, West Norwalk has always been a low density, peaceful,
heavily wooded place to live. By allowing this structure to be built that would be lost.
I hope you will consider the opinions and voices of those that live in close proximity to this proposed structure to be
heard.
Thank you,

Kristin Ancona-Sherman
23 Geneva Rd.

Dear Mr. Kleppin,
As a concerned neighbor we oppose the Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji Foundation’s (GTB) the, proposal to build
the 18,000 square foot Gurdwara religious center on the 1 acre vacant lot at 283 Richards Avenue. While
we would never wish to deny anyone the right to worship in our community we feel their project is
vastly oversized, would create additional traffic for an increasingly traveled road, and lacks sufficient
parking.
Firstly, the floor-to-area ratio is 41% —18,000 sq ft: 1.01 acreage. The existing highest floor-to-area ratio
for houses of worship in the AAA Zone of West Norwalk is 8%. The building’s proposed square footage
exceeds all but one place of worship in this zone—which, incidentally, carries a low 6% floor-to-area
ratio.
Secondly, the increased level of traffic, and subsequent traffic noise, to and from this proposed place of
worship is of great consequential concern. While the GTB has submitted traffic surveys indicating
moderate traffic patterns along this stretch of Richards Ave. in reality it must be considered that they
were performed during Covid lockdown. As daily commuting is on the rise so, too, is the traffic along
Richards Ave.
The congregation states in a letter to the Department of Transportation (Parking and Mobility) that
congregants travel an average of 2.5 people per car. With a congregation of 200 members the facility
should accommodate at least 80 parking spaces based on these figures. However, given the proposed
18,000 sq ft structure, the 1 acre lot can only accommodate 56 parking spaces. This estimate does not
include the Guru (1) and musicians (3) who plan to live full time at the Gurdwara religious center. From
the first day of opening the Gurdwara would be at a deficit of at least 24 parking spaces—not counting
holidays when 200+ people attend services.
The GTB’s response to this parking shortfall proposes to utilize Fox Run School’s parking lot for overflow
parking. While their lawyer, Elizabeth Suchy, told the city of Norwalk that parking is not an issue
we consider this to be an impractical solution to a long term parking situation. According to the city, Fox
Run School is not available on weekdays nor during scheduled classes or activities on weekends. As
many of the Sikh holidays fall on weekdays, such as their main festival on April 14th, we are extremely
concerned as to where the congregants will park. We can assume if Norwalk Community College grants
conditional overflow parking, NCC would also not be available during classes and weekdays for parking
as well. NCC is also 0.9 miles away from the lot. How many families with toddlers, children, and elderly
will make the 2-mile round trip walk along discontinuous sidewalk to their vehicles every Sunday? How
many will be double-parking along Richards Ave. to drop-off those that cannot, or whom wish not to,
walk this distance?
According to their application, with a congregation of 200 members, the proposed building is over 3
times the size of their existing facility, which indicates exponential growth. With this growth, where will
members park?
Thirdly, what is the GTB’s proposal for providing buffering of sound and light coming from the facility?
According to their website they operate 24/7 with services daily at 5AM and the last beginning at 9PM.
Larger services are every Friday night and Sunday morning, plus group meals, religious education for
children, and special events such as weddings and large days of celebration which can attract up to 500
families.
Fourthly, we of this community revere the natural landscape with its ages-old noble trees. The GTB plan
to remove all existing trees to accommodate their facility and parking spaces, replacing the natural
landscape with a man-made hardscape.
Take-away: could not The GTB Foundation’s existing facility, with 5,102 square feet, at 622 West Avenue
in Norwalk, be expanded upon to accommodate their growing congregation?
Thank you for your consideration of the prospective consequences to our community relative to the
ambitious scale of the GTB religious center proposal. We wish them all the best in their search for an
accommodating building site.

Sincerely,
Cristopher Nerland
5 Ridge Farms Rd.
Norwalk, CT 06850
Mr. Steve Kleppin,
The proposal to construct a large building on a small lot will add more congestion, motor vehicle traffic
and potential need for overflow parking and increased pedestrian crossings. It’s unsafe and would be a
detriment to all property owners in the area. West Norwalk neighborhood is already congested. Current
traffic congestion presently causes significant delay and risk to persons and property.
Please consider the needs of all existing West Norwalk Neighborhood residents first. This proposal does
not fit in with the already congested neighborhood. The proposed building is too big, the lot is too small
and no more foot or vehicle traffic should be added to Richards Ave for public safety concerns. Thank
you for giving this your full consideration. This building should not be permitted.
Sincerely,
Bruce and Ellen Komar
16 Ridge Farms Rd.
Norwalk, CT 06850
October 21, 2021
Dear Mr. Kleppin,
We have been made aware of the special permit application for a new house of worship to be built at 283
Richards Avenue in West Norwalk.
•

The proposed building is 18,000 sq. feet and 3 stories high on 1 acre. We feel the
structure is not in keeping with our AAA residential zone which is defined as “low
density”. All the other surrounding houses of worship are on much bigger lots, allowing
for more green space, lower density, “on site” parking, and outdoor areas for special
festivals and tents.

•

We have also heard that the applicant has requested overflow parking at Fox Run School.
We sincerely hope the city of Norwalk is not considering this a viable parking plan as
congregants can only park there when school is not in session and when there are no
other activities at the school. Additionally, Fox Run Elementary is also busy on weekends
and evenings. Finally, we don’t support the idea that our public school should be used as
regular parking.

•

If the current membership of 200 members is conservative or attendance is impacted due
to Covid-19 and they actually have higher numbers and/or plan to grow into this larger
space, how do they possibly have enough parking spaces? We are concerned how our
neighborhood

•

will handle traffic for festivals, weddings, and the special holidays that often fall on
weekdays when Fox Run School is open.

•

Lastly, in the era of global warming and major rain storms, we are very sorry to hear that
a 50-year-old forest of trees, the ONLY BUFFER for the quiet lane of Betmarlea from
Richards Avenue and the proposed Gurdwara, would be destroyed in favor of being
totally overdeveloped with asphalt, concrete retaining walls and a towering building.

•

Please do not let this happen! Many of the homes in this area of West Norwalk are
historic and beautiful on 1-acre parcels and the city of Norwalk should be trying to
preserve the look and feel of West Norwalk instead of allowing unsuitable, high-density
buildings when the applicant already has a building sufficient for their needs.

We strongly oppose this special application and we will be attending the public hearing to show our
support to keep West Norwalk low-density.
Sincerely,
Susanne Demasi , 7 little fox lane, Norwalk CT

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Tory Tiefenthaler <torytief@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Oct 19, 2021 at 9:32 AM
Subject: Opposition to 283 Richards Ave New House of Worship
To: <HRilling@norwalkct.org>
Cc: <SKlepping@norwalkct.org>

Dear Mayor Harry Rilling,
I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed Sikh Gurdwara on 283 Richards
Avenue. While I wish to see the Sikh community thrive in Norwalk, I believe this property is
not suitable for such a use. The proposed bulk of the building is too high, they do not have
sufficient parking, and they have no room on the property to expand for parking or other
uses.
1. Density
An 18,000 square foot building on a 1-acre lot is not consistent with the lowdensity nature of our AAA residential zone as stated in zoning regulation 118-310.
The 10/6 staff memo created by the city of Norwalk also points out that the building and
impervious coverage at 69% of the lot is more in keeping with a D residential zone, not a
AAA zone. The same document also states that the building itself is roughly 2x the size of
other surrounding buildings in relation to their lots. If the Sikh community wishes to worship
here, the building should be scaled down to fit with our low-density neighborhood. The
surrounding houses of worship meet our low density requirements and if the Guru Tegh
Bahudar Ji Foundation wishes to relocate here, they should conform to density standards as
well.
2. Traffic and Parking
The parking plans indicate the Gurdwara is woefully under parked with only 56 available
spaces. The worship hall can seat up to at least 300 people and their dining hall can seat
400. The Gurdwara has not accounted for parking for the 1 Guru and 3 musicians who will
be living there full time and will require parking as well.
Their attorney has claimed that from the property they can walk to nearby grocery stores
and retail shops. Walmart is 1.3 miles away and the closest retail center on Scribner Avenue
is 1.5 miles away. It's impractical to think that these are suitable walking distances to retail
stores. As the nearest mass transit bus station is also .9 miles away, there is no viable mass
transit to their proposed new location as referenced by TMP in their initial assessment. At
their current location on 622 West Avenue, the Gurdwara has additional parking lots and
on-street parking available to them. The nearest bus stop is 100 feet away. At this new

location, TMP has pointed out that they are unable to park on Richards Avenue or the
surrounding streets.
I am incredibly frustrated by the idea that the city would allow more traffic on already busy
streets that are used as a cut through to I-95, the Merritt Parkway, and Connecticut Avenue.
If the city intends to approve this construction, you must answer, WHERE will the
congregants park during services and other activities?
3. Growth
The Guru Tegh Bahudar Ji Foundation's lawyer, Elizabeth Suchy, and their representative,
Mohinder Kalsi, claim the congregation does not intend to grow. I find this hard to believe
as no congregation constructs a building 3x the size of their current center just for a "facility
upgrade".
No congregation has the goal NOT to grow and I truly want the Norwalk Gurdwara to grow
and thrive. They have been worshipping in Norwalk for 25 years and are an essential part of
our diverse community. But at this location they have no room for additional parking, little
to no green space, and a driveway so steep I worry how they would be able to get cars in
and out during the wintertime.
Finally, with no space for expansion, any future space requirements could only come at the
expense of our historic 100+ year homes on either side of the lot which are a part of the
unique character of West Norwalk. We are in constant fear that our home will be torn down
and turned into a parking lot.

Lastly, I would like to take the opportunity to say that I am deeply saddened by city hall’s
failure to protect Norwalk residents from the same shoddy zoning regulations that cost
taxpayers so much money less than ten years ago.
The city of Norwalk has been aware of this problem for years, promises were made to
correct these zoning laws and yet the same elected officials have made no effort to correct
these mistakes.
It begs the question, why would anyone purchase a home in Norwalk if the city has no
interest in protecting families and their homes?
I look forward to attending the public hearing and the results of the traffic report and peer
study conducted by the city of Norwalk.

Victoria Tiefenthaler
287 Richards Avenue

