CITY OF NORWALK
NORWALK HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION
OCTOBER 28, 2015

ATTENDANCE:

Jose Cebrian, Chair, Tony Aitoro, Tony Mobilia, Dr. John Pinto,
William Gardella, John Romano, Jan Schaefer;
Michael Griffin, Harbormaster, Ex-Officio Member;

STAFF:

Geoff Steadman, Consultant

OTHER:

Mike Silva, Police Marine Unit

CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Cebrian called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and led the group in the Pledge of
Allegiance. Members were in attendance as listed above and there was a quorum present.
Chairman’s Report
Mr. Cebrian distributed a financial tracking report as of October 27. 2015. He noted that
there were outstanding bills in addition to missing documentation for invoices pending.
There was discussion over the bill for the GPS services that the Bureau of Aquaculture
was looking for a shared contribution for the report. It was agreed to look into whether
the report was ever received and if it is an authorized expense by the HMC.
Mr. Cebrian then stated that he needed dates for the State of Harbor presentation in order
to schedule the Commission Christmas party. It was agreed for the Harbormaster to ask
Pete Johnson at the Shellfish Commission meeting for the dates and to communicate by
e-mail to the Commissioners.
STAFF REPORTS
Consultant – Mr. Steadman noted that there was no separate report and that his report
would be comments on topics listed on the agenda.
Waterfront Advisory –
Harbor Master Griffin provided the following report:
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There was discussion on item 1 for the Veteran’s Park and how the bid was done for
plank repairs and the sub-plank replacement. Mr. Romano noted that he had a discussion
with Mike Mocciae who indicated that the bid was done with the intent of it being done
in two phases.
Dr. Pinto referred to the permit and explained that the issue was how there could be
deviations from the scope of the project after the DEEP permit had been issued.
Mr. Romano explained that there would be a modification of the permit and application
would come to the HMC. He noted that the bid documents should be posted on the City
website if there needs to be clarification of the number of pilings or other details of the
project.

Harbor Master’s Report – Harbor Master Griffin read his report as follows:
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There was discussion over the non-compliance notices and the mooring permit process.
Mr. Cebrian then used chairman’s privilege to move the order of the agenda to have and
Mooring Committee next, and read report, as follows:
Mooring Committee
- Mooring letters were sent to Harbor View mooring holders addressing incomplete
applications, missing vessel registrations, insurance and ground tackle inspections.
- Letters were sent to Harbor View people who are using a mooring without a mooring
permit, they must complete a mooring application, with all required forms, documents
and fees through the Online Mooring System, to avoid the removal of the ground tackle
by the Harbor Master.
- E mails were sent to each mooring holder in the system, requiring all missing
information be submitted including payments.
- No mooring permits will be renewed for the 2016 season, unless all information for the
2015 season is received and approved.
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Harbor Safety
* Landfall, the supplier of the Water Rescue Training Dummy, that the NHMC donated
to the Marine Police, would like to provide a demonstration at the State of The Harbor
Meeting.
Bridges Committee Report
Mr. Mobilia discussed the development of guidelines and rules on proposed permanent
Walk Bridge openings. He noted that Marcy Balint with the DEEP has offered to assist
with submitting an outline of the HMC issues on the WALK Bridge project. The
following is a draft outline:
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Draft of Walk Bridge issues -- continued
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There was discussion and suggested revisions will be made by Mr. Mobilia.
Mr. Steadman noted that this was requested by the DOT as outlined in the letter of May
30. It was agreed to have the letter resent and to include distribution to the State
Legislators to reiterate the Commission’s position and role in the process.
Walk Bridge - General discussion.
Mr. Mobilia noted that there should be comments included from the Planning & Zoning
office and to include Mike Green’s suggestions to the wish list. He noted that additional
comments on the above wish list from the Commissioners can be sent to him by e-mail,
prior to being sent to the DEEP.
I-95 Yankee Doodle Repair/replacement.
Mr. Mobilia explained that in view of other work being done this is the time to have the
Yankee Doodle repairs addressed. He explained that there was chemical run off capped
and disposed in the area and there was discussion of the involvement by the DEEP.
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Mr. Mobilia noted that there is a meeting on November 5 with the DOT and he reviewed
the agenda. He noted that Mr. Powell will provide recording services for the DOT and it
was suggested that there be a HMC recording as well.
c. Application Review CommitteeSheffield Island Harbor, Certificate of Permission. Mr. Douglas Stabell.
Dr. Pinto described the replacement of an unauthorized dock that involved a letter
regarding notification of the violation to the Planning & Zoning office. It was
recommended to have the item tabled pending further information and determination of
the non-compliance issue. It was noted that there is a motion required to initiate a letter
of comment to the DEEP of the violation.
**

**
**

MR. ROMANO MOVED TO ISSUE A COMMENT TO THE DEEP OF A
NON-COMPLIANCE VIOLATION WITH THE CERTIFICATE OF
PERMISSION FOR THE APPLICATION.
MR. AITORO SECONDED THE MOTION.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

1& 25 Shagbark Road, Norwalk CT.
Dr. Pinto described the scope of the Road improvement project in Wilson Point.
Property is owned by the Wilson Point Beach Company. The current area of the
project is an all paved roadway. The current road is a private roadway that serves
residential homes. The project consists of raising the existing road to prevent tidal
flooding of the road during tidal events. The project will honor the existing pavement
limits.
**
**
**

MR. ROMANO MOVED TO APPROVE COMMENTS AS READ BY THE
APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE FOR THE APPLICATION.
MR. AITORO SECONDED THE MOTION.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

18 Point Road, Norwalk Connecticut.

Proposed work is for the construction of a residential dock facility consisting of the
following structures: 4’ wide by 55’ long fixed timber pier with timber piles; 3.5’
wide by 35’ long aluminum gangway; 8’ wide by 20’ long floating dock; float anchor
piles; breasting piles; and davit crane. The proposed structure will require the use of
both land and water based equipment
Dr. Pinto explained that this was a pre-application from Roberge Associates, and the
committee noted several errors and omissions concerning boundary lines.
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Application Review Committee – continued.
He noted there were a number of inconsistencies in the diagram depth, and there should
be comments from the Shellfish commission incorporated as part of the information.
It was noted that no formal comments would be issued as this is a preliminary
application.
DEEP Application; Mark D’Ariano and Nicolina Saporito at 3 and 1 Gregory Court,
Dr. Pinto noted that there was no formal discussion of this item. He noted that there
should be comments before public notice and the HMC was never notified.
Dr. Pinto asked for a discussion on item 2 of the minutes of the sub-committee and why
the Commission cannot directly report to the Common Council for approval of bylaws.
There was discussion on the City Charter and if the Commission reports to Parks &
Recreation or under Planning & Zoning.
Finance – presented during Chairman’s report
Water Quality
Ms. Schaefer reported that the Mayor has not appointed new members to have an active
Committee. Mr. Steadman mentioned the value of monitoring the water quality and there
was discussion on the data and point system.
Shellfish Commission – no report
Newsletter/Website - No Report
Ms. Schaefer requested Commissioners to submit articles for the next newsletter with
updates for the State of the Harbor meeting, to include the following:
New Port Authority, Walk Bridge update, and water quality report card, intern programs,
Veteran’s Park Dock project, rowing safety, fishing report (bridge work impact to fish)
Minutes
August: Ms. Schaefer’s name was misspelled throughout. Hanford was misspelled.
**
**
**

DR. PINTO MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM AUGUST
WITH CORRECTIONS NOTED.
MR. AITORO SECONDED THE MOTION.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Minutes -- September
There was a clarification on page 4, last sentence and discussion ensued. Dr. Pinto noted
that he did make the statement about getting support from the Mayor’s Office on where
the Commission is on the reporting hierarchy of Boards and Commissions in the City
Charter.
Mr. Cebrian noted that he will research the by-laws with legal department.
**

MR. ROMANO MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM AUGUST
AND SEPTEMBER WITH CORRECTIONS NOTED.
**
DR. PINTO SECONDED THE MOTION.
**
MOTION PASSED WITH THREE VOTES IN FAVOR, NONE OPPOSED
AND FOUR ABSTENTIONS (AITORO, CEBRIAN, GARDELLA, SCHAEFER).
New Business – None
Old Business -- None
**
**
**

MS. SCHAEFER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING
MR. AITORO SECONDED THE MOTION.
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Knox;
Telesco Secretarial Services
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