CITY OF NORWALK
NORWALK HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 30, 2015

ATTENDANCE:
STAFF:

Tony Mobilia, Acting Chair; Dr. John Pinto, John Romano,
Dennis Santella; Michael Griffin, Harbormaster, Ex-Officio Member.
Geoff Steadman, Consultant

OTHER:

Members of the public (as noted during Application Review)

CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Mobilia called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. and led the group in the Pledge of
Allegiance. Members were in attendance as listed above and there was not a quorum
present.
Mr. Mobilia stated that despite the presence of a quorum the meeting would be held as an
information session and there would be no votes or action taken.
Chairman’s Report
Mr. Mobilia noted that there was no separate report other than agenda items.
STAFF REPORTS
Consultant – Mr. Steadman noted that there was no separate report and that his report
would be comments on topics listed on the agenda.
Harbor Master’s Report – Harbor Master Griffin read his report as follows:
1. I received a complaint regarding, what appeared to have been an abandoned, inflatable
boat in the marshes off Shore Front Park. I recovered the boat and towed it to the NVD at
and secured same mid day 1300 hours Sunday September 27, 2015. As of 0700 hours
today the vessel was no longer fastened / located at the docks.
2. The 165" M. Y. Wabi Sabi arrived Norwalk Harbor September 20 for a five day visit
while transiting our area. After much dialogue and consideration I did not place the M. Y
on the Visitor's Docks. I guided the vessel to the Sheffield Island area for anchoring.
After a five day period without incident the vessel departed Norwalk waters. Their 37'
foot tender was accommodated at the Visitors Docks for transient use to receive
provisions and guests at our daily visitors’ fees.
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Harbor Master’s Report – continued

3. In early July during a harbor inspection I observed a sailboat riding on its ships anchor north
of the Shore and Country Club dock. After more than a week I tagged the vessel requesting that I
be contacted by the operator. Into the third week I received a call from the owner, I then informed
him of Norwalk's mooring rules and regs. He told me that he was working with one of Norwalk's
ground tackle installers and was in fact having a mooring placed. On Thursday August 20, 2015 I
went out to the boat and observed that the vessel was in fact now riding on a mooring. I took a
picture of same and forwarded it to the NHMC mooring committee. Looking to secure a signed
ground tackle form I checked with several ground tackle installers and was informed by all that
they in fact did not set the tackle. During the mooring committee meeting later that same day it
was determined that this applicant has not completed his application, has not received a mooring
permit, was not assigned the location where his vessel is riding by myself as Harbor Master, plus
his ground tackle and setting are in question. The committee is following up to owner. I pursued
the owner on several occasions during my harbor reviews. He called me as requested and at that
time I asked that he send his comments to me by e-mail. I forwarded same to the HNMC Mooring
committee for their review of his application, including his latest e-mail address.
4. The Norwalk In-Water Boat show took place Thursday through Sunday September 24 to 30.
The event was well attended causing an increase in Harbor Traffic. Aside from some minor
anchoring issues I witness no channel encroachments during my inspections of anchoring area.
5. I spoke to and later receive an e-mail of concern from an individual regarding Home Land
Security and the owners of the sailing vessel Celebration. I contact NPD and NYPD Intelligence
Bureau who I am told received a search warrant and along with members of the FBI boarded the
vessel, later calling in the NYPD bomb squad. A minimal number of weapons and related ammo
were found. As such the vessel was not seized nor was the owners arrested or detained further.

Waterfront Advisory - Harbor Master Griffin provided the following report:
August/September 2015 Waterfront Advisory Committee Report
1: The vessel Mariner 3 made application for commercial use of the Norwalk Visitors Docks
on Sunday September 06.2015 arriving at 1600 hours, cruise from 1 800 to 2200 hours for an
event hosting 30 guests.
*2: A design change that now speaks to the use of steel pilings at the David S. Dunavan
Boating Center, in place of wood piles, has reduced the total number of project pilings to the
following Launch ramps underwater foundation piles 35. Visitors Dock / launch, walk way
and new 80’ dock 55 presently at an existing total, without the new 80’ dock, of 26.

There was discussion on the number of pilings and Dr. Pinto requested written confirmation
in line with the approved application paperwork from the DEEP. *It was noted that item 2
will be amended and a revised report will follow.
3: A request by the National Fish and wildlife Service to dock three vessels and park several
vehicles between August and October 10. 2015 was approved by the R & P Director.
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Waterfront Advisory – continued

4: Please review the minutes of the September Shellfish Commission meeting e-mailed for
your review. The minutes of the August 26, 2015 NHMC Application Review Committee
were presented by myself to the SF Commissioners, discussed and will be acted upon.
5: Please make note that the boat launch at the David S. Dunavan Boating Center will be
closed from September 10th through Monday September 14 in Veterans Park due to the
Norwalk Seaport Oyster Festival event. The Visitor Docks will be open and managed by the
Seaport.

Application Review Committee
Dr. Pinto listed the agenda items and noted the discussion that took place during the
Application Review meeting held prior to this meeting. It was noted that due to the
lack of a quorum, approval would be tabled until the next meeting.
1. Beinfield proposal on 2 Nearwater Road, Rowayton. Discussion of proposal that
involves construction of single family dwelling off the peninsula. Previous proposal
planned for reconstructing a single family dwelling on the same “footprint” of original
structure located on the peninsula.
Dr. Pinto stated that they did hear several concerns and also support for the Beinfield
project during the Application Review meeting. He explained that with some of the
statements that were made, and it is not out of line with what our purview is as the
protection of wetlands and waterways and anything that goes into that harbor is basically
our concern. He added that the project takes place on land, but there are certainly other
considerations that come to the fore that we normally would put into all applications.
Members of the public in attendance commented at this time as follows:
Ms. Diane Lauricella, 21 Blue Mountain Ridge Road, Norwalk, thanked the Commission
for all their hard work and due diligence in consideration of the harbor and environmental
impacts that are taking place currently as a result of over-building and development.
Mr. William Hennessey stated he was representing Mr. Beinfield, asked the
Commissioners to put the plan in context and noted the following:
 2 Nearwater Road is a single-family home on an approved building lot. It fully
complies with zoning. It fully complies with FEMA.
 Every bit of the proposed activity is upland of the tidal line.
 There are no docks, no walls, and no alterations.
 This plan represents efforts to be considerate of neighbors, respectful of its place,
and compliant with all of the regulations and policies that govern the site.
 He cited a report prepared by Mr. Beinfield's environmental consultant and said
his client would employ best-management practices in the construction.
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Application Review -- continued
Mr. Charles Schoendorf, 8 Harbor Bluff Lane, Norwalk said it's relevant to note who paid
for that study, and noted he helped create the Norwalk Land Trust Farm Creek Preserve.
Lynnelle Jones, 10 Point Road, Norwalk, described the testimony presented by
Beinfield's consultants at a public hearing before the Norwalk Zoning Commission last
month as full of inconsistencies and asked harbor commissioners to exercise skepticism
when considering the plan. She said she speaks for many people across Norwalk, and
feels that we've seen a lot of change in waterfront development and stressed that this is an
architect—they and attorneys know how to work and play the system. She noted that they
have nothing against Beinfield, but believe this plan is inappropriate for the location.
Ms. Lynn Pratt, 1 Farm Creek Road, stated she echoed the comments made and thanked
the Harbor Commissioners for the careful review of the guidelines and to closely follow
the DEEP comments when considering the plan. There was discussion on how the Harbor
Management guidelines are difficult to find on the City’s website.
Dr. Pinto then spoke of the other items covered during the Application Review meeting
and explained that they had standard comments as noted:

2. 21 & 25 Shagbark Road, Norwalk CT., Road improvement project in Wilson Point.
Property is owned by the Wilson Point Beach Company. The current area of the
project is an all paved roadway. The current road is a private roadway that serves
residential homes. The project consists of raising the existing road to prevent tidal
flooding of the road during tidal events. The project will honor the existing pavement
limits.
3. 18 Point Road, Norwalk Connecticut. Proposed work is for the construction of a
residential dock facility consisting of the following structures: 4’ wide by 55’ long
fixed timber pier with timber piles; 3.5’ wide by 35’ long aluminum gangway; 8’
wide by 20’ long floating dock; float anchor piles; breasting piles; and davit crane.
The proposed structure will require the use of both land and water based equipment.
Dr. Pinto noted that they have standard comments on the application for review. Minutes
from the meeting of September 24 are attached for reference. Dr. Pinto asked for a
discussion on item 2 of the minutes of the sub-committee and why the Commission
cannot directly report to the Common Council for approval of bylaws. There was
discussion on the City Charter and if the Commission reports to Parks & Recreation or
under Planning & Zoning.
It as suggested to have the Ms. Schaefer of Plans and Recommendation Committee
continue to pursue this with the Mayor’s office.
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Harbormaster Griffin noted that the Harbor Management Plan and Guidelines needs to be
published without strike-outs. It was noted by a member of the public that the plan is
difficult to locate on the website.
There was a discussion on having items posted on the website as a separate section rather
than just in the agenda/minutes listing. It was agreed to pursue a separate web page set
up that was done previously before the new City website was redesigned.
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Mooring Committee - Mr. Santella provided his report as follows:
Committee continues to review and take action on applications that require missing
information and fees. Mooring letters will be sent to Harbor View mooring holders
addressing:
1) Incomplete applications, missing vessel registrations, insurance and ground tackle
inspections.
2) Eight people who are using a mooring without a mooring permit.
Mr. Santella stressed that the Mooring Committee would like to discuss with the
Commission the process of approval of the Revised Mooring Rules and Regulations by
the Common Council.
Harbor Master Griffin asked it be established not to accept money for permits until all
required documents and paperwork is submitted. There was discussion on the process.
Mr. Griffin noted that he will provide lists to compare ground tackle inspections against
the master list.
Harbor Safety
• Speed Buoys — Work will start shortly by C&G Marine Services for maintenance work
to the existing speed buoys plus replace missing speed sign on navigation Aid #10 and
replace/repair damaged speed buoy near Aid #14
Walk Bridge Project: Bridges Committee Report
Mr. Mobilia spoke of the meeting and the establishment of Conn DOT roles, outline of
the construction planning process, and field tour of the areas.
There was discussion about the Commission’s involvement with the project and being the
primary contact for the Metro North Walk Bridge. Mr. Mobilia spoke on the Field Walk
with the DEEP and suggested Commission members attend future meetings when
possible.
Mr. Mobilia distributed copies of the Public Notice 1-149 proposed rulemaking
governing Walk Railroad Bridge across the Norwalk River at Norwalk, CT.
There was discussion on having a review of Coast Guard rules on bridge openings and
operations.
Harbor Master Griffin noted that the minutes were very thorough and comprehensive and
he thanked Mr. Mobilia. (Minutes from the meeting of August 27 are as follows).
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WALK Bridge Program Planning and Design schedule is attached
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Finance – no report
Water Quality
Mr. Steadman referred to a pamphlet on Norwalk Water Quality Report “C+” published
by EarthPlace. He noted that this was created with HMC funds set aside for the Intern
program, yet there is no credit or acknowledgement to the Commission.
There was discussion on the data and Dr. Pinto suggested that the testing criteria on
oxygen levels and water electrodes be more closely evaluated for accurate reporting.
Shellfish Commission – no report
It was noted that Harbor Master Griffin will bring up the Beinfield property application at
the next meeting.
Harbor Master Griffin noted that there was a $4,000 invoice for Aquaculture project of
GPS coordinates for buoys. There was discussion about the lack of any report on the
mapping and charting of boundaries of the managed fields. It was suggested to refer the
item to Tony D’Andrea for further review.
City of Norwalk
Harbor Management Commission
September 30, 2015
Page 9

Newsletter/Website - No Report
It was agreed to submit articles for the next newsletter with updates on the Walk Bridge
and water quality for the State of the Harbor meeting.
Minutes
Due to a lack of a quorum approval of the minutes was tabled.
Other Business
Mr. Mobilia noted that if applications required approval, there could be a special meeting
schedule prior to the next regular monthly meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Knox;
Telesco Secretarial Services
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