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Purpose

This is a progress report on the peer review process for the SoNo Collection Project that is proposed for development
by General Growth Properties (GGP). This review focuses on the applicable requirements of the Urban Renewal Plan
{URP) for the Reed Putnam Urban Renewal Area in which it is located. This report contains the current findings and
recommendations of the professional peer review team that has been engaged by the Norwalk Redevelopment Agency
regarding the conformance of the Project with the purposes and design guidelines contained in the URP

This report has been prepared for the Norwalk Redevelopment Agency. The Redevelopment Commission is respon-
sible for the consideration and decisions regarding the Project’s conformance with the URP The current version

of the URP applicable to the Project was approved by the Common Council on October 27, 2015 and the Norwalk
Redevelopment Agency on October 29, 2015. The URP for the Reed Putnam Urban Renewal Area containg a series of
goals, objectives and design guidelines that are applicable to the Project. These include guidelines associated with the
parcels within which the Project will be located (Parcels 1,2, and 4).

The peer review team consists of The Cecil Group/Harriman and Tighe & Bond. For the purposes of the URP confor-
mance review, The Cecil Group is responsible for topics related to urban design, urban planning, architecture, site
design and landscape architecturs, lighting and signage. Tighe & Bond are responsible for transportation and parking
topics.

This review is specifically intended to address the URP conformance of the Project. Separate reviews and recom-
mendations have been undertaken to address the Project’s conformance with the Land Disposition Agreement (LDA)
including the preparation and completion of an approved Comprehensive Master Site Plan (CMSP). Separate reviews
and recommendations have also been provided in response to conditions on the approval of the Project by the
Norwalk Common Council associated with the LDA and CMSP

Overview

The GGP Project team has significantly advance the design of most elements of the Project that are the topics of the
goals, objectives and design guidelines in the URP As a result, the peer review team has been able to reach findings
and provide recommendations for the majority of topics. This report describes those topics, provides the basis for
our findings, and describes our recommendations for consideration by the Norwalk Redevelopment Agency. In some
cases, the design appears to fully meet the criteria contained in the RFP In other cases, modification or provision of
further information is recommended as a condition of the Agency’s approval.

For some of the topics, the proponent has not completed or submitted the requisite supporting documentation within
a time frame adequate to complete the professional review prior to the completion of this report. For these topics,
subsequent reviews will be completed.
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