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HEIGHT

A. Fences may be installed by homeowners or their agent, up to a maximum nominal height of 7 feet above lowest adjacent ground level without a building permit.

B. Masonry walls (stone, brick, or concrete) may be installed up to a maximum nominal height of 4 feet above lowest adjacent ground level without a building permit. 

C. For any new or replacement fence taller than 6 feet, or masonry wall taller than 4 feet, a building permit must be obtained.

D. No portion of any new or replacement fence or wall shall block the required light and ventilation of any residential building window. If there is a question regarding this, check with the Building Official for the proper requirements. This requirement does not apply to fence distances from detached accessory structures such as sheds, freestanding garages, and swimming pools. 
LOCATION

A. The entire fence, or wall, including posts, braces, pilasters, must be located entirely on the owner’s side of the property line. No minimum setback distance from the property line is specified in the City code.

B. Two abutting neighbors can agree in writing through their respective attorneys to place a fence or wall directly on the property line between them if a written agreement is filed on the land records for both abutting neighbors at the Town Clerks office, together with updated Class A-2 Surveys of the involved properties.

C. Any new or replacement fence or wall that will extend along the side of a property near a driveway must either terminate 10 feet from the edge of the roadway; or any section of such fence or wall within 10 feet of that driveway surface, in order to ensure adequate sightline for a motorist backing out of that driveway. 

D. A current Class A-2 Survey of the premises (which must be prepared by a Connecticut-licensed land surveyor) is the accepted reference standard for accurately determining the location on the property line. 

STREET FENCING & WALLS

A. All fencing or walls to be constructed by homeowners or their agents along the street front face(s) of their properties must be situated entirely behind the legal property line.

B. On any residential property situated at the corner of two streets, no portion of a street side fence or wall within 30 feet of that lot’s street corner can exceed 30 inches in height, in order to ensure adequate sightlines for motorist approaching that intersection.  NOTE: The City’s legal right-of-way along a street usually extends beyond the street edge or curbing and sidewalks. Owner should follow his/her A-2 Survey prior to installing any street side fence or wall. The City maintains the legal right to remove any fence or wall built within its street right-of-way at the expense of the owner.
 FENCE STYLE
A. No fence on residential property is allowed to be electrified, nor can any fence or wall be fitted with barbed wire or razor ribbon. In the case of a picket or stockade fence, the owner can arrange the so-called “good” side to face whichever direction the owner chooses.

FENCE AND WALL PERMITS

A. For any new or replacement fence taller than 6 feet or masonry wall taller than 4 feet, the owner or owner’s contractor must provide a design drawing for such proposed fence or wall installation to this department for a building permit. This drawing must bear the seal and signature of a Connecticut registered Architect or Licensed Professional mandated by the State Building Code.

B. A protective fence may be necessary above a retaining wall based on the grade differential. The Building Official will determine the necessity for this fence.
Fence and Wall Requirements
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